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Artist Brief 

Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment public art project 

 
 

The City of Marion is seeking Expressions of Interest from artists to design and create public art for 
public spaces within City of Marion. 

 
Expressions of Interest are due 3pm Tuesday 13 July 2021 
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City of Marion Art in Public Spaces 
Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment project 

Artist Brief 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment project is located on Hugh Johnson Boulevard and Patpa 
Drive, Sheidow Park. The goal of the redevelopment is to transform the reserve into a vibrant open space 
for local and visitor enjoyment, and to create an innovative regional play space with opportunities for all 
ages and abilities. Custom built equipment will be incorporated including new climbing structures, swings 
and adventure slides. Natural elements, boulders and log tunnels will encourage imaginative and creative 
play. Extensive landscaping and revegetation will beautify the reserve and the existing water body. 
 
A multi-generational space, this site has an impressive canopy of planted and native trees and will reflect 
the past and current stories of the reserve, including the farming history, and the old Willunga railway line. 
The project will educate the community, visitors, and local young people on the history of the site and the 
environment. Located alongside the iconic Coast to Vines Rail Trail, one of the most scenic trails in South 
Australia, that runs from the Marino coast to the wine region of McLaren Vale, with future connections to 
Glenthorne National Park, will ensure that this site is a key visitor attraction. Opportunities for local 
business will be incorporated including provision for food trucks and coffee vans which will enhance the 
overall visitor experience. 
 
The objectives of the redevelopment include: 
• promoting active and passive recreational opportunities and support a healthy and active lifestyle 
• providing an inclusive and accessible open space for all ages and abilities 
• improving the wellbeing of the community by providing opportunities for social connection 

outdoors and in the environment 
• celebrating our rich cultural diversity and heritage through artistic, cultural and community 

activities and vibrant destinations.  
 
The artistic vision for this site includes placing several sculptural artworks suitable for outdoor public realm 
conditions. 
 
To add to the objectives of the project, the City of Marion seeks to contract a South Australian based 
artist/artist team to design and create artworks for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve. An artwork 
opportunity exists within the Native Landscape Trail and Enchanted Forest for a number of sculptural 
artworks creating interest and opportunity for play, education, exploration and discovery. This artwork will 
have a potential budget of $42,750. 
 
Submissions are encouraged from South Australian based artists/artist teams who have experience working 
in the public realm. 
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2. BACKGROUND 
2.1 Commissioning Agent 
 
The City of Marion is a local government area located in the southern suburbs of Adelaide, South Australia. 
It is one of the state’s larger metropolitan councils covering an area of about 56 km sq. and is located 10 km 
south of Adelaide stretching from the Glenelg tramline in Glandore to the coastal suburb of Hallett Cove. Its 
major industry is now retail, transforming from a post-war fifty-year manufacturing history (particularly car 
manufacturing) which saw the exit of Mitsubishi from their Tonsley site in 2008 which formed a significant 
component of the City of Marion’s workforce and economy. 
 
Our population of about 95,000 residents is showing healthy growth, due in part to overseas migration 
which welcomes newcomers from countries such as the United Kingdom, India, China, the Philippines, the 
eastern countries of Africa and many others. 
 
Sheidow Park has an estimated resident population of 6,969 with a population density of 19 persons per 
hectare. Sheidow Park is bounded by Lonsdale Road in the north, the suburb of Trott Park, Adams Road, 
Heysen Drive, Lander Road, Lemon Road and Young Street in the east, the City of Onkaparinga in the south, 
and the suburb of Hallett Cove in the west. 
 
2.2 Vision 
 
The City of Marion recognises that public spaces are literal and imaginative realms where local cultures and 
identities can be expressed, allowing residents and visitors to explore and connect with a potentially multi-
layered, rich and dynamic sense of place. 
 
The artworks in Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve will align with Council’s 10-year Strategic Plan 2019 – 
2029. Specifically addressing the themes of Liveable, Engaged and Prosperous: 
 
Liveable Strategy: 
L1 We will make our services, facilities and open spaces more accessible. 
L2 We will create more opportunities for residents to enjoy recreation and social interaction in our 
neighbourhood centres, libraries, sports facilities and other Council facilities. 
L4 We will celebrate our rich cultural diversity and heritage through artistic, cultural and community 
activities and vibrant destinations. 
Liveable Outcome: 
Neighbourhoods that reflect local character, heritage and create a sense of belonging. 
 
Engaged Strategy: 
E6 We will encourage community led initiatives and community responses to all of our significant 
proposals. 
Engaged Outcome: 
Meaningful opportunities for community engagement, partnerships and co-creation 
 
Prosperous Strategy: 
P4 We will seek to activate our city through quality streetscapes and place making initiatives to 
deliver vibrant and prosperous business precincts. 
Prosperous Outcome: 
A welcoming city offering residents and visitors a wide range of leisure and cultural experiences. 
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3. PROJECT SITE AND THE ARTWORK 
3.1 Project Site 
 
Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve was first developed in 1990 (over 31 years ago) and is undergoing a 
renewal, redevelopment and improvement to ensure it continues to be a quality open space that is used 
and appreciated by the community. 
 
The project received very strong support from the community, with a combined total of 115 surveys 
completed in round one and two community engagement, which was undertaken in November 2020 and 
April 2021. 
 
Many shared their thoughts and preferences for the reserve, and ideas from the community have been 
carefully incorporated into the concept plan and will come to life when the project is constructed. 
 
The community strongly supports the upgrade of this site. Results from consultation showed a phenomenal 
100% support rating from all residents who engaged via the Making Marion community consultation portal. 
 
The redevelopment plan for the reserve has been designed with distinct nodes - each having a different 
purpose. 
 
These include: 
• Junior Play; 
• Adventure / Intermediate Play; 
• BMX / Pump Track; 
• Fitness / Basketball; 
• Enchanted Forest / Nature Play; 
• Native Landscape Trail. 
 
Each individual node is interconnected with a walking/ cycling path that joins the Coast to Vines Rail Trail. 
 
The Junior Play node will be connected to the Enchanted Forest / Nature Play and includes a discovery 
play area with public art opportunities to suit the theme/ feel / ideas for the space. 
 
A Native Landscape Trail is also in the design with native landscaping and public art opportunities. 
 
The entrance to the park on Patpa Drive will have new carparking, entrance signage and toilet. The existing 
water body will be improved, enhanced and beautified with native landscaping and revegetation. 
 
Please see Appendix One: Hugh Johnson Boulevard redevelopment concept plan 
 
Please see Appendix Two: Hugh Johnson Engagement Findings Report – Round 2 May 2021 
 
Please see Appendix Three: Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve research by Marion Heritage Research 
Centre, September 2020 
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3.2 Concept for artwork 
 
Council is keen for artists to exercise artistic expression, innovation, and freedom on the Hugh Johnson 
Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment project, while referencing environment and arts placemaking. 
 
Areas of exploration for the artwork could include, but are not limited to: 
• the local environment (connection to nature, biodiversity, water, flora, fauna); 
• creatively engaging with local stories and history of the site; 
• sense of place and cultural heritage. 
 
The final arts outcome should inform the concepts and: 
• attract users of the trail and enchanted forest to venture forth and create opportunities for play, 

education, exploration and discovery; 
• provide a contemporary, original and innovative response specifically to this site; 
• create opportunities for connection, surprise and speculation; 
• consider an historical context to the locality and be sensitive to the full diversity of cultures that 

live, work or visit the area; 
• be sensitive to the equity needs of people of various gender, sex, age, ethnic and traditional 

background and abilities; 
• appeal to diverse audiences whilst maintaining excellence in contemporary art practice; 
• enhance the vibrancy of the area. 
 
It is envisaged that a number of artworks developed for the project will be a combination of stand-alone 
works, works integrated into the landscape, and in consideration to community consultation. 
 
3.3 Practical Considerations: Maintenance, Materials, Fabrication, Limitations 
 
Any physical aspects of the work will: 
• be made of durable, robust, high quality and low maintenance materials, appropriate to 

achieving the artist/artist team’s concept; 
• be of relevant scale to the selected site and integrating with other project requirements; 
• respond to the physical space and social and cultural environment; 
• be easily cleaned to remove dirt, general grime and graffiti. Be treated with an anti-graffiti 

coating if appropriate; 
• comply with all relevant Australian Standards, building codes, play space codes and codes of 

practice and avoid dangerous protrusions and sharp edges; 
• have a minimum life span of 15 years and; 
• consider minimal maintenance. 
 
The successful artist/artist team will be required to provide a draft maintenance manual and schedule as 
part of the concept design. 
 
Material Safety Data Sheets (where applicable), Safe Work Procedures and use of PPE for the 
installation/delivery of proposed artwork must be adhered to. 
 
Consideration should be given to minimising maintenance work. The successful artist/artist team will be 
required, at handover, to provide a comprehensive Maintenance Plan on the work and include a Schedule 
of Maintenance for the life of the work. 
 
Please note: City of Marion has a commitment to environmental sustainability and corporate responsibility. 
The use of materials and fabrication that minimise use of resources, improve energy efficiency, minimise 
waste and support circular economy outcomes will be seen as favorable to the success of this project.  
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3.4 Copyright 
 
It is acknowledged that all initial concepts remain the property of the artist and confidentiality will be 
exercised. 
 
Copyright for the artwork will remain at all times with the artist. The ownership of the artwork will transfer 
to Council on completion of the project. The artwork will become an additional public art and design asset 
within the City of Marion. 
 
The artist warrants that the concepts and artwork is not copied wholly or substantially from any 
other party’s work or material, nor does it breach any third-party rights. 
 
The artist grants to the Commissioning Party the right to use the Work for organisational purposes such as, 
but not limited to documentation, marketing and promotion. 
 
 
4. BUDGET 
 
Council has committed $33,000 (Exclusive of GST) to the development of the artwork. 
 
The project budget includes: Concept design stage, up to three (3) artists/artist teams successfully 
shortlisted will receive $1,500 each to develop artwork concepts, and $28,500 (exclusive of GST) for further 
design development, fabrication and installation. 
 
Council intends to seek further funding support from Arts South Australia Public Art and Design in October 
2021. If funding is awarded, the total available budget for Design Development, Fabrication and installation 
of the artwork will be $42,750 (exclusive of GST). 
 
Expressions of Interest will need to indicate how the artists/artist team would approach developing a 
concept that considers the two funding levels. Artists must consider how the concepts are able to deliver 
exciting responses at either level of funding. 
 
The budget must include: 
• all costs associated with the final design development of the concept, fabrication and installation of 

the work; 
• costs to cover materials, appropriate acknowledgment recognising the artist, commissioner and 

funder (where relevant), engineering, playground compliance, personal safety equipment, 
equipment hire, transportation, specific lighting (if applicable), risk management and artists’ fees. 

 
The total budget will be the only allocation available towards the realisation of the project. 
 
The contract fee will be paid upon an agreed staged payment schedule, subject to approved milestones 
being reached, and negotiated with the successful applicant/s. GST will be paid to applicants who are 
registered for GST. 
 
Council will allocate funds on an annual basis for the ongoing maintenance of the artwork(s). 
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5. STAKEHOLDERS 
5.1 Council 
 
The City of Marion is commissioning the work. 
 
5.2 Project Stakeholders 
 
The target audience for the artwork includes but is not limited to: 
 
• local community of all ages and abilities; 
• users and visitors of the Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve; 
• the wider community within the City of Marion and adjoining areas; 
• residents within walking distance of the project area. 
 
Other stakeholders in the project include but are not limited to City of Marion Elected Members and 
relevant staff. 
 
 
6. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
6.1 Project Reference Group 
 
• Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion; 
• Landscape Architect, City of Marion; 
• Recreation Planner, City of Marion; 
• Other staff representatives as required. 
 
6.2 Role of the Parties in the Project 
 
The project will be managed by the Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion. 
 
The Project Reference Group will assess the concepts and engage one (1) successful applicant through a 
Commissioning Agreement to design and undertake the artworks subject to approval. Contract hold points 
must be reached to progress the project. 
 
The Project Reference Group will also assess the concept proposal in relation to practical issues, such as risk 
management and public safety. 
 
Once the final concept is endorsed by City of Marion, the artist/s may develop the approved design/s. Any 
sub-contracting to other artists/contractors will be the responsibility of the applicant or lead artist with 
approval of the City of Marion. 
 
The City of Marion will manage all stakeholder information, communication and media enquiries. 
 
The City of Marion will be responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the artwork, in line with the 
Maintenance Plan supplied by the artists. 
 
6.3 Council’s Rights 
 
Council reserves the right to amend, vary, supplement, postpone or not proceed with this project. 
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7. PROJECT PROCESSES, CONTRACTING AND TIMELINE 
7.1 Project Processes and Contracting Overview 
 

PROJECT PHASES AND ACTIONS DATE 
Stage One: Expressions of Interest 
Call for Expressions of Interest Thursday 17 June 2021 
Expression of Interest close 3pm Tuesday 13 July 2021 
EOIs assessed By Friday 23 July 2021 
Preferred artists informed By Monday 26 July 2021 
Stage Two: Concept Design Development 
Concept Design Agreement offered and signed By Friday 30 July 2021 
Site briefing 10am Monday 02 August 2021 
Concept Design Development Friday 30 July to Tuesday 31 August 2021 
Concept Design due 3pm Tuesday 31 August 2021 
Concept Design Presentations Friday 03 September 2021 
Concept Designs assessed By Friday 10 September 2021 
Successful artist/artist team notified By Friday 17 September 2021 
Scheduled Hold Point 
Grant submission Monday 11 October 2021 
Grant notification Friday 17 December 2021 
Stage Three: Design Development 
Commissioning Agreement By Thursday 23 December 2021 
Design Development Thursday 23 December 2021 to Monday 07 

February 2022 
Artist/artist team to submit final Design Development 
report 

Monday 07 February 2022 

Scheduled Hold Point for final Design Development 
Report assessment, engineering and playground 
certification approval 

Monday 07 February 2022 to Monday 21 
February 2022 

Stage Four: Installation/delivery of artwork on site 
Commence fabrication Tuesday 22 February 2022 
Fabrication check/hold point (halfway) Friday 01 April 2022 
Final installation and site clean up By Friday 20 May 2022 
Practical Completion Friday 27 May 2022 
12-month Defects Liability Period Ends Friday 26 May 2023 

 
 
7.2 Stage One: Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
 
Expressions of interest in Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment public art project should be 
emailed by 3pm Tuesday 13 July 2021 
 
Email Expressions of interest to: 
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion 
Email: publicartandplacemaking@marion.sa.gov.au Phone: 08 8375 6828 
 
Please note: To ensure equity of information, artists are requested to direct all enquiries regarding 
this EOI process to Council’s nominated contact person above. 
  

mailto:publicartandplacemaking@marion.sa.gov.au
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EOI submissions must be submitted as one PDF document, maximum file size 10MB and include: 
• a cover letter indicating availability to meet the Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Redevelopment 

public art artist brief and timeframes; 
• a written response to the artist brief, and additional assessment criteria as per 7.3 Expressions of 

Interest – Assessment Criteria 
• an indication of approach to developing a concept that considers the two funding levels. Artists must 

consider how the concepts are able to deliver exciting responses at either level of funding; 
• artist curriculum vitae (CV), no more than 2 pages each including contact details of at least two 

referees that can speak directly to your previous relevant work; 
• up to 10 images of relevant previous work, including a written description of images indicating 

materials, dimensions, location, indicative budget, commissioner and collaborative partners and 
fabricators as relevant; 

• current insurance and relevant construction certificates/qualification details, and; 
• any other information or support material which addresses the assessment criteria below. 
 
* High quality images are an important part of the EOI and are essential for the Project Reference Group to 
best assess the submission. 
 
Please Note: Concept designs are not being called for at this stage. 
 
7.3 Expressions of Interest Assessment Criteria 
 
Applicants will be evaluated against the following assessment criteria. It is in your interest to consider each 
criterion and helpful for the Project Reference Group if responded to in the order presented. Expressions of 
interest will be assessed using the following criteria: 
 
• written conceptual appreciation and reference to 3.2 Concept for artwork; 
• an indication of approach to developing a concept that considers the two funding levels; 
• the artistic merit and innovation as evidenced in the visual material provided; 
• previous relevant experience in the public realm; 
• demonstrated ability to work on a project of this nature within timelines and budget; 
• demonstrated ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas; 
• proven experience of realising concepts through to fruition; 
• demonstrated ability to create work that engages with a broad public; 
• demonstrated ability to work on permanent and durable work; 
• knowledge and written evidence of health and safety issues in the design and construction of public 

artworks; 
• current certificate of public liability insurance ($20 million) or statement of willingness to comply; 
• relevant construction certificates/qualifications for working on construction sites or statement of 

willingness to comply. 
 
EOI will be assessed by the Project Reference Group. 
 
The City of Marion may be required to contact the applicant to seek further clarification as part of the 
selection process. 
 
Artists must be able to undertake the design development and installation/delivery of the work once the 
relevant approvals are secured within the agreed timeframes. 
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7.4 Stage Two: Concept Design Proposal 
 
Up to three (3) artists/artist teams shortlisted through the EOI process will be engaged to develop Concept 
Design proposal. 
 
The shortlisted artists/arts teams will be required to attend an on-site briefing at Hugh Johnson Boulevard 
Reserve at the allocated time. 
 
The selected artists will be paid a $1,500 fee and will be required to attend a site briefing and submit their 
proposals and indicative budget to the Project Reference Group prior to a concept presentation: 
 
Concept Design Proposal due 3pm Tuesday 31 August 2021 
Concept Design Presentation to Project Reference Group: Friday 03 September 2021 
 
The concept design proposal will comprise: 
 
• a statement of artist intent explaining the concept and artistic approach for both funding levels; 
• annotated concept drawings, sketches, digital representation and elevations or maquette as 

necessary to fully convey the concept; 
• a site plan showing the location of the proposed artwork and showing the proposed artwork in situ in 

order to convey the concept, scale and different viewpoints from different directions; 
• reference to materiality proposed and construction techniques; 
• a detailed budget for the Design Development Stage, and an indicative project implementation 

budget, including all costs associated with project implementation, including artist’s 
fees, fabrication costs, materials, equipment, project management, transport, site preparation, 
delivery and installation expenditure, clean-up expenditure, contingencies and other associated 
costs; 

• an indication of the preferred approach to project management should the proposal be 
commissioned, including the approach to payment and administration of funds; 

• an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the proposal; 
• an indication of availability during the project timeline for design development, fabrication and 

implementation with reference to existing timeline detailed in 7.1; 
• an indication of any other consultants (if required) to be used to bring the project to fruition. 
 
The successful proposal will need to be approved, during the concept design stage by City of Marion. Artists 
will be offered up to an hour consultation with Council engineering specialists in the development of their 
concepts prior to presentation. 
 
Concept papers and other relevant support material should be provided at the time of the Concept Design 
Proposal presentation. 
 
The successful proposal will need to be assessed during the design development stage by Council’s 
nominated structural engineer for material and structural strength. The proposal will also need to be 
assessed by Council’s play space auditor to ensure it complies with Australian Play Space Standards. 
 
All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within the budget available. 
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7.5 Concept Design Proposal – Assessment Criteria 
 
Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical expertise 
demonstrated in the proposed work. 
 
Consideration will be given to the: 
 
• Originality (as a new commission, existing artworks will not be accepted as part of an artist’s concept 

design proposal; 
• artistic merit of the proposed concept; 
• ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief; 
• ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings; 
• aesthetic response to the site and brief; 
• conceptual response to the site and brief; 
• proposed budget; 
• proposed timeline; 
• response to any stakeholder consultation and feedback; 
• consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes; 
• response to public safety and risk management; 
• proposed maintenance of the artwork (whole of life costs), robustness and durability. 
 
All work presented is to be of high professional and artistic quality that clearly conveys the design. 
 
Artist/artistic team must be able to undertake Stage 3: Design Development of the project within the 
specified timeline and be available to work with all relevant parties to coordinate fabrication and 
installation of the work once the relevant approvals have been given. 
 
7.6 Stage Three: Design Development 
 
The artists/artist teams will be commissioned to further develop their concept designs, to resolve the 
budget and ensure the successful proposal meets all safety, engineering, playground and other Council 
requirements. An indicative maintenance schedule will need to accompany the developed design. The 
complexity of the Design Development report will depend on the designs and materials used. 
 
The artists/artist teams will be required to submit a Design Development report to the Project Reference 
Group by 07 February 2022. 
 
Hold Point 
 
7.7 Stage Four: Commissioning, Fabrication and Installation 
 
Following the Design Development hold point and approval, schedule of works and approval of safe work 
practices, the artist/artist team will work with the Project Reference Group to coordinate fabrication and 
installation the work on site. 
 
It is a condition of this Commission that the successful artist/artist team and any sub-contractors will hold 
Public Liability Insurance to the value of $20 million, White Card certification, Workers Insurance coverage 
and all necessary working from elevated heights licenses (if applicable) during the fabrication and 
installation of the artworks. The artist and any sub-contractors will need to liaise with the nominated 
Council contact to ensure risk plans, Safe Work Method Statements and all relevant risk and safety 
requirements are supplied and approved prior to any work being undertaken on the site. The artist/artist 
team will need to attend site meetings, as required and in consultation with Council and the main 
contractor to coordinate installation. 
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The artist/artist team must ensure the work is of high production standard and workmanship. Council staff, 
along with appropriate experts (as required) will undertake an inspection for any defects and concept 
compliance before handover. 
 
A Maintenance Manual and Maintenance Schedule must be provided by the artist as part of the handover 
of the artwork. 
 
 
8. CONTACT 
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer 
City of Marion 
935 Marion Road, Mitchell Park SA 5043 
Email: publicartandplacemaking@marion.sa.gov.au 
Phone: 08 8375 6828 
 
Expressions of Interest are to be submitted by email to Joyce Louey by 3pm on Tuesday 13 July 2021 
 
 
9. APPENDICES 
 
Appendix One: Hugh Johnson Boulevard redevelopment concept plan 
 
Appendix Two: Hugh Johnson Engagement Findings Report – Round 2 May 2021 
 
Appendix Three: Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve research by Marion Heritage Research Centre, 
September 2020 
 
 
CHECKLIST – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 

Expression of Interest submission addresses 7.2 Stage One: Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
 
 
Expression of Interest submission addresses all 7.3 Expressions of Interest Assessment Criteria 
 

 
Expression of Interest submission is one PDF document with maximum file size 10MB 

mailto:publicartandplacemaking@marion.sa.gov.au
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1.  Introduction 
 
City of Marion is planning a new regional playground and reserve upgrade at Hugh Johnson 
Boulevard Reserve, Sheidow Park.  The existing site is a well-used and large public reserve, located 
along the popular Coast to Vines Rail Trail.   
 
Key elements of the design include: 

•  Junior play – with a timber play unit, carousel, see-saw, baby and junior swing 
•  Adventure play – with a climbing wall, rotating pivot swing, and large adventure slide 
•  3 on 3 basketball court 
•  Fitness equipment 
•  Nature trail 
•  Shared use bike, trike and pedestrian path 
•  Enchanted forest nature play 
•  Public art 
•  BMX / pump track 
•  Additional car parking 
•  New public toilet 
•  Improvements to the existing stormwater pond 

 
The redevelopment will include a number of play nodes to cater for a range of ages and encourage 
people to explore, play and enjoy nature.  
 
A concept plan was developed in early 2021, and in April /May Council conducted a consultation to 
find out what the community thinks of the concept plan. 

This report provides information on the consultation undertaken and the feedback received. 
 
The findings will be used to finalise the concept plan for Council approval and to proceed to the next 
stage of detailed design and construction. 
 
2. Executive Summary 
 
Council received 27 responses to the online survey.   
 
There was very high support for the upgrade with 52% very happy and 44% happy with the concept 
plan for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve.  
 
The elements that respondents liked the most about the concept plan were: 
(1) the use of space / diverse range of recreation opportunities for all ages 
(2) BMX / pump track 
(3) greater play opportunities for children outdoors 
(4) toilets to be provided 
 
The aspects that respondents would like to see improved in the concept plan include: 
(1) fencing around junior playground 
(2) no changes - like the design as it is  
(3) more car parking / consider traffic impacts on Patpa Drive 
 
A total of 52% (14 respondents) would like movable fitness equipment and 48% (13 respondents) 
would like static equipment.  This result indicates a combination of both would be the best outcome 
for the upgrade. 
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The preferred location for the public art is within the nature trail (45%), followed by the junior play 
space (15%), basketball / fitness node (15%) and adventure play space (11%).  This result shows that 
potentially art could be integrated within the play space / recreation nodes and the nature trail. 

The preferred type of public art is sculpture (30%), followed by community art (19%), integrated art 
within the playground (18%) and wayfinding signage with artwork (11%).   

Youth Engagement 

In March 2021 youth engagement was completed, with workshops held with local young people.  In 
total, over 50 young people participated in these sessions with Council staff.  The workshops 
included year 3 students at Sheidow Park Primary School and the City of Marion Youth Collective 
Committee.   
 
The purpose of the youth engagement was to: 

•  give young people an understanding of open space / recreation planning within Council  
•  seek their feedback, ideas and preferred style of play space  
•  ensure young people have a voice and are engaged in the design process  

 
3. Consultation Program 

A community engagement strategy was developed for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve.  The 
purpose of the engagement was to: 

 
“Present the concept plan for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve for community feedback and to 
finalise for Council approval.” 
 
A number of key stakeholders were identified: 

•  Elected members and staff 
•  Local residents 
•  Schools 
•  Youth Collective Committee 
•  Community centres 
•  Preschools and childcare centres 
•  Libraries 
•  Churches 
•  Clubs and groups (including Friends of the Glenthorne Farm) 
•  Neighbouring Councils 

 
The community engagement was undertaken over four weeks from 20 April – 18 May 2021.   
It included: 

•  An information postcard sent to 800 households within a 500m2 radius from the reserve 
•  Information on the Making Marion website 
•  An online survey 
•  Facebook posts 
•  Onsite signage 
• Community drop in session on 1 May 2021 from 10am-12noon 

 
The youth engagement was undertaken in March 2021 with the Sheidow Park Primary School and 
the Youth Collective Committee. 
 
Refer to Appendix 1 to view a full summary of the youth engagement sessions and the feedback 
received. 
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4. Consultation Overview 

During the consultation period Council received: 

• 504 Visits to the online survey 

• 27 Survey responses 

• Approximately 50 young people engaged through targeted workshops 

 

5. Consultation Findings 
Each question is listed with the corresponding graph and results summary.  
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Q1. How happy are you with the concept plan for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve? 

 
Summary of results 
A total of 27 people responded 52% of respondents are very happy with the concept plan for Hugh 
Johnson Boulevard Reserve, 44% are happy and 4% are neutral. 

 

Q2. What do you like about the concept plan? 
 
Summary of results 
 
There were 25 responses and 2 respondents skipped this question.  The key aspects that respondents liked about 
the concept plan were: 
 
(1) the use of space / many recreation opportunities available for all ages  (2) BMX / pump track (3) greater play 
opportunities for children outdoors (4) toilets will be provided.  
 
A summary of the comments is provided below: 
Good use of the space and many recreation opportunities for various age groups and interests 
(9)  
BMX / pump track (7)  
Great space / more play for children outdoors (6)  
Toilets (6)  
Stormwater pond improvements (5)  
Adventure play (5)  
Forest enchanted play (3)  
Junior play (3)  
Basketball (2)  
Fitness node (1)  
Shelters (1)  
Car parking (1)  
Barbeque (1)  
Focus on environment / surrounding area preserved (2)  
Facilities for older children (1)  
Natural play area (1)  
Two separate play spaces for older and younger children (1) 
Upgraded facilities (1) 
 
Refer to Appendix 2 for all text responses to Question 2 

52% (14)
44% (12)

4% (1)

Very Happy Happy Neutral
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Q3. What could be improved in the concept plan? 

 
Summary of results 
 
There were 24 responses and 3 respondents skipped this question.  The top three ideas that respondents had for 
improvements to the concept plan were (1) fencing around playground, (2) no changes - like the design as it is, (3) 
more car parking / consider traffic impacts along Patpa Drive. 
 
A summary of the comments is provided below: 
 
Fencing around junior Play / Patpa Drive / near pond (6)  
No changes - I like the design as it is (4)  
More car parking / consider traffic impacts along Patpa Drive (2)  
Ensure main features can be accessed by younger children (1)  
Stormwater pond certainly needs improvements (1)  
Consider dog walkers that use the main path (1)  
Combination of static and moveable fitness equipment (1)  
Parkour high bars to be added (1)  
Flying fox (1)  
Water and sand play (1)  
Bigger playground (1)  
BMX dirt jumps (1)  
Shade sails over playground equipment (1)  
Toilet facilities (1)  
More picnic tables / shelters (1)  
More challenging equipment / parkour course (1)  
Playgrounds closer together (1)  
Basketball node closer to other play areas (1)  
Barbeque on Hugh Johnson Boulevard side of reserve (1)  
More information on fitness equipment (1)  
Small trampolines in junior play area (1)  
 
Refer to Appendix 3 for all text responses to Question 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4. You told us you would like fitness equipment in the first consultation, what type of equipment 
would you prefer? 
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Summary of results 
 
A total of 52% (14 respondents) would like movable fitness equipment and 48% (13 respondents) 
would like static equipment.  This result indicates a combination of both would be the best outcome 
for the upgrade. 
 
 
Q5. Which space would you like to see public art within the reserve? 

 
 
Summary of results  
 

48% (13)

52% (14)

Moving Static

12
45%

2
7%

4
15%

3
11%

4
15%

2
7%

Nature Trail Enchanted Forest Junior Playspace

Adventure Playspace Basketball and Fitness Node Other
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There were 27 responses to this question.  The preferred space for the public art is the nature trail 
(45%), followed by the junior play space (15%), basketball / fitness node (15%) and adventure play 
space (11%).  This result shows that potentially art could be integrated within both the play space / 
recreation nodes and the nature trail. 

Those that responded “other” suggested art could be located near picnic areas (1 response) and on 
its own and be interactive (1 response). 

Q6. What type of public art would you like to see in the reserve? 
 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
There were 27 responses to this question.  The preferred type of public art was sculpture (30%), 
followed by community art (19%), integrated art within the playground (18%) and wayfinding 
signage with artwork (11%).   

Those that responded “other” suggested art could include sculptures similar to Thalassa Park, 
Aberfoyle Park (storybook walk), or interactive. 

 

 

Q7. Do you have any other comments or feedback? 

8
30%

5
18%5

19%

2
7%

3
11%

1
4%

1
4%

2
7%

Sculpture Intergrated art within the playground

Community art Educational signage with artwork

Wayfinding signage with artwork Toilet wrap art

Digital Other
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A total of 16 responses, refer to Appendix 4 to view a full summary of all the comments and 
feedback. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments Summary 

PLAYGROUND FACILITIES / AMENITIES / NATURE 
Playground improvements 

• Safe playground equipment for junior 
play 

• Move the old equipment to Trott Park 
Community Centre or French 
Crescent reserve  

• More equipment for older children 
 
Fencing 

• Fenced playground  
 
Adult Fitness Equipment 

• High bars for chin ups 
 
Art 

• Wooden sculptures /indigenous art 
preferred 

• Like the mushroom / fairy garden feel 
of Christopher Grove playground  

  

Inclusion and accessibility 
• Wayfinding / signage suitable for vision 

impaired 
Other  

• Bike rack to be added  
 
Pathways / Connections 

• Concerns regarding cyclist behaviour / 
speeds on Coast to Vines trail 

 
Nature 
Brown snake concerns  
 
Car parking 

• Concerns about car parking and traffic 
on Patpa Road  

• Speed humps on Patpa Road preferred 
 

 
Maintenance 

• Sewer repairs needed near creek  
GENERAL COMMENTS 

• Hope the forest is opened as part of the works  
• Very happy with the concept plan  
• The plans look amazing  
• Can’t wait to take the kids there  
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Q8.  Age 
 

 
 
Summary of results 
The majority of respondents are aged between 40-55 years old (44%) and 25-39 years old (45%).  
 
 
Q9.  Suburb 
 

 
 
Summary of results 
The majority of respondents live in Sheidow Park (85%).  A further 11% are from Trott Park and 4% 
from Hallett Cove. 

12
45%

12
44%

1
4%

2
7%

0
0%

25-39 yrs 40-55 yrs 12-24 yrs 56-70 yrs 70+ yrs

23
85%

3
11%

1
4%

Sheidow Park Trott Park Hallett Cove
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6. Design Response 
Some key themes emerged throughout the consultation and evaluation process which have 
influenced the final design. 
 
Overall summary of key themes and the design response: 
 

Key Theme  No. times 
issue raised  Design response  

Playground equipment requested:  
Parkour high bars 
Flying fox 
Water play 
Sand play 
Bigger playground 
Small trampolines 
More challenging equipment 
Junior and adventure play closer 
together 
Safe playground equipment   

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
 

1 

To be considered through detailed design and with 
reference to the round 1 community engagement 
results on ideas for Hugh Johnson Boulevard 
Reserve. 

Relocate old playground equipment to 
Trott Park Community Centre or French 
Crescent Reserve 

1 
The existing playground equipment has reached 
the end of its useful life (over 20 years old), and 
unable to be reused at another site. 

Cyclist speed on Coast to Vines Trail 1 
Will investigate through the detailed design phase 
and in consultation with Councils traffic 
department 

Additional facilities requested:  
More Seating  
More Picnic tables 
Barbeque on Hugh Johnson Boulevard 
side 
Shade sails 
Bike rack 

 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

  
Noted and will be further considered during the 
detailed design phase for the project. 

Locate playground and basketball court 
closer together  2 

Due to the gradient of the site and budget 
limitations, the locations indicated on the concept 
plan are the only space suitable to locate the 
court and equipment.  There will be clearing of 
weeds and some vegetation in this location to 
ensure sight lines are improved. 

BMX/ pump track   
  5  

Concept plan includes a dirt pump track. To be 
considered through detailed design and budget 
review. Site has many significant trees, hence 
a large scale pump track will not be possible.  

Fitness equipment 3 

Based on the round 2 community engagement 
feedback we will seek to provide a combination of 
both static and moveable equipment, subject to 
budget review. 

Provide secure fencing  8 
Proposed location of junior play items is away 
from major roads. Buffer planting will be 
considered as an alternative for safety.  

Key Theme No. times 
issue raised Design response  
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Provide more car parking  3 
The need for additional car parking will be 
considered through a detailed design and budget 
review.  

Traffic on Patpa Drive 3 
Will be reviewed internally by the relevant Council 
department 

Wayfinding and signage suitable for 
vision impaired 1 

Noted  

Artwork 1 
The round 2 consultation has provided Council 
with information that will inform the type and 
location of the artwork on site 

Dog walkers 1 

Dogs are allowed in the reserve with the 
regulation ‘Dog on leash’ within 5m of playground 
equipment.  There will be additional dog water 
bowls, bag dispensers and bins within the reserve 
as part of the upgrade.  The pathways will be 
improved which will encourage more people to 
walk and enjoy the environment with their dogs. 

Duck Pond and creek improvement/ 
restoration  
Retaining water for a longer time for 
ducks, fish and frogs  

6 

The project is a regional level playground. The 
works related to the pond would usually be 
outside the scope of works. However, due to the 
extensive community feedback in the round 1 
consultation phase, Council has obtained 
additional funding to undertake mitigation works. 
These works will involve weed removal, potential 
silt removal and revegetation to improve the 
aesthetics of the site. 

Maintenance Issues:  
Snakes  
Sewer  

           1 
1 

These issues have been raised with the relevant 
Council department to be followed up.  

  
7. Next Steps 
 
We thank all that provided their feedback and participated in the engagement process.  
 
The feedback has helped finalize the Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve concept plan for Council 
approval and detailed design. 
 
8. Project Updates 
 
Project updates will be provided through the Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve Upgrade page on the 
City of Marion website and Making Marion pages 
 
Hugh Johnson Reserve Upgrade | Making Marion 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 – Youth Engagement 
 
Sheidow Park Primary School – Workshop 

https://www.makingmarion.com.au/hugh-johnson-reserve-upgrade-2
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On Tuesday 16 March 2021 City of Marion staff met with year 3 students from Sheidow Park Primary 
School to discuss the concept plan developed for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve.  Approximately 
30-38 students attended the session.  
 
The purpose of the school engagement was to:  

•  give students an understanding of open space / recreation planning within Council  
•  seek their feedback, ideas and preferred style of playspace  
•  ensure children and young people have a voice and are engaged in the design process  

 
At the session Council staff presented the steps that are undertaken to develop a reserve and  
playspace. They also showed the class the draft concept plan. The concept plan had been developed 
based on the ideas that the community shared in the first round of consultation in November 2020.  
 
It was shared with the group that Council is currently designing a custom playground structure and 
that their task for the session was to create, design, or build this item.  
 
The class separated into small groups and using a range of craft materials they built mini 
playgrounds and made drawings of preferred playgrounds and items.  The class was very creative 
and enthusiastic and had many great ideas that they each presented at the end of the session.  
 
Popular junior / adventure play items included:  

•  Swings   
•  Climbing walls / equipment   
•  Big hill slides   
•  Mazes   
•  Tree houses with big slides   
•  BMX/ Pump tracks  
•  Trampolines   
•  Stepping stones   
•  Soccer pitch / nets   
•  Slide into a pool   
•  Ladders   
•  Monkey bars   
•  Ziplines   
•  Flying fox   
•  Open grassed areas    
•  Jumping pillow   
•  Basketball court   
•  Tennis courts   
•  Cricket pitch   
•  Entrance statements   
•  Balancing beams   

 
The students were keen to see adventurous elements included in the design and talked a lot about 
“treetop cubbies”, “climbing high”, and “big twisting slides”.  
See below examples of the fantastic ideas that the students developed:  
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 Maze                                                                          Cubby, Maze & Slide  
 

      
Rainbow swing              Climbing equipment, slide and trampoline  
  
A few students expressed that some of their favourite playgrounds in South Australia are Monash 
Adventure Playground, St Kilda Adventure Playground and the Big Slide Park at Craigburn Farm.  
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Youth Collective Committee – Workshop 
 
On Thursday 25 March Council staff attended the City of Marion Youth Collective 
Committee (YCC) meeting at the Marion Cultural Centre Library. The City of Marion Youth Collective 
committee is an initiative endorsed by Elected Members following the recommendations of the 
2019 Voice It! Youth Report.   
 
The vision of this group is for them to work with departments across council on issues, topics and 
concerns that are important to all young people.  
 
The Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve concept plan was presented for YCC ideas and input.   
  
The following questions were asked to help facilitate discussion:  
 
1) What do you like about the concept plan for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve?  
2) What could be improved in the plans?  
3) What type of public art would you like to see in the reserve?  
4) What space would you like to see public art?  
5) How well do you think the design caters for a range of abilities and age groups (including youth)  
 
The elements of the plan that the committee liked included:  

•  BMX / pump track  
•  Basketball court for all ages, including youth  
•  Accessibility for all   
•  Well designed space  
•  That the reserve will cater for a range of ages and abilities  

 
Improvements suggested for the plans included:  
 

•  Consider the distance between the junior and adventure playground (may make 
adult supervision of an older and younger child difficult) 

 
•  Consider a set of large and smaller steps up to the slide to cater for younger and 

older children 
 

•  Consider the skill level that the BMX track is targeted for. The Shepards Hill BMX track has 
good examples of tracks for different skill levels 

 
•  Plant selection to include flowering shrubs that are drought tolerant if possible 

 
•  Basketball court / or hard surfaces to be line marked with community games including 

hopscotch and handball 
 

•  Ensure an adequate number of public toilets 
 
The type of public art that the group would like to see within the reserve included:  

•  Murals  
•  Wood carving art  
•  Graffiti art  

 
A graffiti park was suggested for somewhere within the Council area that young people could display 
their artwork.  
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Other thoughts and suggestions for the planning included:  
•  Making the site as inclusive as possible for all ages and abilities including people with 
disabilities  
•  Braille for those that are visually impaired   
•  Quiet spaces to also be included in the design  
•  Include indigenous stories / culture where possible  
•  Wellbeing and positive messages within the park (potential for art)  
•  Also consider materials other than wood for the playground (eg recycled materials)  
•  Rubber hand grips on climbing walls instead of wood to avoid splinters  
•  Enchanted forest area is a great idea – consider bridges and mushrooms that could be 
crawled through or used as a shelter   
•  Enchanted forest is a great space for public art  
•  Community garden either at this site or another Council reserve  
•  Edible garden eg – herb garden that requires minimal water / maintenance  

 
The Committee was keen to be involved in future projects and had many great ideas that could be 
considered for Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve and other future open space upgrades.  
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Appendix 2 
All text responses to Question 2: What do you like about the concept plan? 
 
Focus on the natural environment 
 
Lots of play areas which would be a huge improvement compared to what is there now 
 
Additional parking and toilet facilities, playground upgrades 
 
The nature forest area the toilets and 2 ages of playgrounds 
 
Pump track, junior and adventure play, toilets 
 
This concept seems to make really good use of the space with many options for various age groups and interests. I 
really like the idea of the enchanted forest, an opportunity for exploration and creative play. 
 
The pond will finally be repaired 
 
Enchanted Forest is such a good idea as the current space with those trees/little forest near the power plant is beautiful 
and currently underutilized. Junior play space and adventure play, BMX track, basketball rings. Toilets, improvement 
of stormwater 
 
The refurbishment of the existing pond is most welcome as it is an existing attraction for this recreation area. I think 
the planned play areas and equipment caters well for a range of people/age groups without detracting from the 
natural environment. 
 
You have thought about all age groups and it’s family oriented 
 
Variety of activities 
 
BMX/Pump Track, Adventure play, fitness node 
 
Great place for my kids to be outdoors 
 
More variety of a playground for my kids 
 
More options of play for family members of all ages 
 
There’s something for everyone 
 
Bigger playground for the kids. BMX track. Toilets are a great idea 
 
Making the space more desirable will be amazing. Replacing old shabby playground equipment and freshening up 
the pond will be fantastic. 
 
Upgraded to the stormwater pond, playground and adventure play, BMX track 
 
Multiple areas for different ages 
 
BMX track, playgrounds and basketball hoop area are great. Shelters and barbeque and toilets are a must. 
 
The reserve facilities are being upgraded yet the nature surrounding the area (creek, pond) are being preserved. 
 
Good there is some equipment for older kids 
The 2 different play spaces for different age children. I also like the woodland natural play area. 
Toilet and updated facilities. 
Appendix 3 
All Text responses to Question 3:  What could be improved in the concept plan? 
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I would like to know what fitness equipment you plan. Marion council has a history of installing wooden equipment 
that is completely not fit for purpose and is never used. 
 
Basketball/soccer area closer to other play areas. Fencing along Patpa Drive, especially near the junior play area. 
Fencing near water as well 
 
Small trampolines in the junior playground 
 
I'm concerned about parking. looking at plan it doesn't appear to be many parking spots on Patpa Drive. with a main 
entrance also identified on Hugh Johnson I'm concerned that road will be congested, and traffic on Berrima/Edward 
Beck roads will increase. 
 
For a junior play area I think consideration needs to be made on the equipment design to ensure that the main features 
are accessible to a younger age group. Also consideration of fencing around the junior play area with main/busy roads 
nearby. 
 
I like the design as it is 
 
Stormwater area needs attention-we did Clean Up Aust Day this year and there and it was very littered and 
unattractive. 
 
Nothing is apparent from the concept plan - think the increased asphalt pathways will make more of the park 
accessible and focus on natural landscaping is very good. 
 
Have you thought about dog walkers as it a main walking dog path for locals? 
 
Instead of having to choose from either Static or moving equipment- could you have a little of both? 
 
Fenced playground 
 
Could you please!! Add in outdoor fitness equipment! or the parkour high bars. We have tall kids and they usually 
can’t hang or do chin ups because the bars are to low at all the local outdoor fitness area. the closest one we have to 
drive to is 20-25 mins 
 
Is there a flying fox planned? 
 
Water and sand play would top it off 
 
Fenced off playgrounds, bigger playground, dirt BMX track 
 
Shade sails over any exposed play equipment 
I think there needs to be more parking. Patpa road is very busy and people speed along there. It could pose a safety 
risk with cars parked along there wanting to use the playground. Might need some speed humps to slow cars down. 
 
Unclear if there will be toilet facilities. This would be a good addition. 
A gated junior play area and more than 1 picnic table in the shelter for both junior and adventure play area. 
 
More challenging things for older kids eg ninja course, parkour (sic) course 
 
Playgrounds closer together with the younger playground to be fenced. So can have one child on each playground 
and watch them both. 
BBQ's on Hugh Johnson Blvd side so families or other people can still use the facilities in a quieter location if required. 
Appendix 4 
All text responses to Question 7: Any other comments or feedback? 
 
Brown snakes can be an issue in this area, it has been getting worse each year with lots of sightings. How can the 
safety of kids be ensured when there are snakes in the area 
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Please consider any signage/ wayfinding installations are made accessible for sight/print impaired persons. 
 
I hope the forest area is opened/visible-it’s an amazing space but I’ve taken 2yo there before and with the litter, 
proximity to powerplant, busy road it felt like we could find something ‘untoward’ there but such a beautiful space if 
regularly maintained 
 
Very happy with the concept plan. 
 
The plans look amazing! But high bars for taller people/kids would be super helpful. (Not monkey bars) just single 
bars to hang from or chin up or muscle up. A bar that you can hang and swing on and feet doesn’t touch the bottom 
 
Great stuff 
 
Have the kids playground fenced in. 
 
Junior playground equipment that is safe. Ideally like to see gates around the equipment play area so little kids don't 
run onto street. And moving old equipment to the Trott Park community centre or French crescent reserve 
 
So looking forward to being able to take my kids there again! 
 
Please ensure that the sewerage is fixed as there is often spills nears the creek 
 
Great concept just concerned about the cars and parking situation along Patpa road. Would hate for a child (or adult) 
to be hit by a speeding car. Speed humps would help with this. Also, a bike rack would be useful for kids to use after 
school. 
 
Concept looks good, just would love more over 10 years old equipment, I have 4 kids all over 8 that would love to use 
the space as it's quite close to home. Thanks 
 
Art could be similar to the wooden animal carvings at Wilfred Taylor reserve. Would also like to see some indigenous 
aspects to the art and play spaces. We also enjoy the mushroom fairy garden feel of the playground at Christopher 
grove. 
 
Shared bike and walk path at the top end of Hugh Johnson Boulevard which is a blind bend. Zig zag fences to slow 
cyclists down around the bend which they ride too fast. Or continue the cycle track along down Patpa Rd and close 
off the path into the park to bikes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve  
Historical information found at the MHRC, September 2020 

 The land has been owned by European (ie non-Indigenous) settlers since the earliest
years of South Australian colonisation, and used for grazing and pasturing sheep and
cattle as well as farming wheat and other crops.

 The Reserve land was a small portion of the section 489 owned by a succession of
people since SA’s colonial days:
1847  Land grant to Thomas Tapley (after whom Tapleys Hill is named)
1860 – 1870 James Morford Tapley (Tom Tapley’s son) 
1870 – 1892 Robert Smith (delightfully descriptive obituary of Robert Smith is 
attached) 
1893 – 1902 William Smith inherited the land after his father died in 1892. 
1902 – 1906 William leases the land to Jesse Lemon. 
1906 Jesse Lemon purchases the land. 
1913 Jesse Lemon sells a portion of land to the South Australian Railway 

Commissioner, to allow the trainline to be built to pass through a 
corner of the section between Lander and Lemon Roads. (See 
certificate of title attached) 

1946 After the death of both his parents, Thomas Lemon inherited the land. 
1967 Land transferred to United Properties of Australia Pty Ltd, although it 

continued to be leased by the Lemon family until 1969. 

In the above list and the attached notes by G Bishop, you will see a list of street 
names which relate to the early owners of the land in the whole Woodend area. 

 According to Hickanbothams Group’s 1987 real estate brochure advertising the
Woodend subdivision, Hugh Johnson was a “well-known British author of respected
books on Trees, Wine and Gardens.”  In the not-yet–approved Hickinbotham plans
the reserve was called the Hugh Johnson Arboretum of deciduous trees “some of
which will be imported from Mexico and China and being trees otherwise not
present in Australia.”

 Wikipedia states that Hugh Eric Allan Johnson (born 1939 in London UK) ia a British
author and expert on wine, considered “the world’s best-selling wine writer.”  His
connection to Marion, if any, is unknown.  Possibly his reputation would add a
certain ‘panache’ image to the new Woodend subdivision.

 The Reserve is on the edge of Woodend Farm Estate / Woodend Estate that
Hickanbothams was developing in the 1980s.  Their brochure states:
“Woodend…was the name of Charles Tank’s property near Hallett Cove.  We later

Appendix Three:  Hugh Johnson Boulevard Reserve research by Marion Heritage Research 
Centre, September 2020



find John Lemon farming the subject land and calling it Woodend, the property 
having been purchased by John Lemon’s grandfather, Jesse Lemon, in 1896 for 
£1809.  Woodend was worked as a grazing and farming property until as recently as 
1967.” 
 

 The brochure declares that the name ‘Woodend Estate, Trott Park’, was too 
unwieldy so an application was to be made to formally change the name to 
‘Woodend’.  It goes on to say “…Woodend will be a suburb in its own right.  Since 
Woodend Road signs were first erected in 1865, it is an appropriate way of recalling 
the history of the locality.” 
 

 In our research we also found notes written by Mr John Lemon in 1985 about what 
was on the land as he knew it: 
-     The original ‘Woodend’ farmhouse (now demolished) was at the west extension 
of Woodend Road near the railway.  It was a very old, rambling house and faced 
east.  It had a straw roof when Jesse Lemon purchased it and he raised the level of 
the roof.   
- Jesse Lemon, as a butcher, serviced people in the area south of Reynella. 
- The farm buildings were made of stone with brick quoins, the butchers shop had 

a sunken floor.  The barn was used as a meat store, chaff mill, stables, and at one 
end a brick-floored slaughter house. 

- Next to the butcher’s shop was a smithy. 
- The Lemons also farmed cereal crops, sheep for fat lambs and wool.    
- Jesse had a carriage and four horses, for travelling about. 
- Interestingly, a 2012 newspaper article reports that Council undertook to cover 

up an old sheep dip in the Hugh Johnson Reserve, left over from the farming 
days.  There was a concern that the arsenic insecticices the sheep were dipped 
with had contaminated the soil and might be unsafe for the groundwater.  I have 
attached the article for your interest. 
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