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The City of Marion is seeking Expressions of Interest from artists to 

design and create public art for public spaces within City of Marion. 

 

Expressions of Interest are due 5pm Wednesday 6 January 2021 

Reclaiming Sturt River 

Project Brief 
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City of Marion 
Art in Public Spaces 

Reclaiming Sturt River Project Brief 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Marion seeks to contract South Australian based artists to design and create artwork/s 
for public spaces. The goal of Reclaiming Sturt River project is to activate areas along Sturt River, 
create artworks that increase awareness of environmental themes and are influenced by stories 
about the community use of the river and linear park. 
 
The public artworks for Reclaiming Sturt River can include sculptures, murals, multi-media suitable 
for outdoor public realm conditions.  
 
1.1 Overview of Project Process 
 
The contracting process will involve the City of Marion seeking open expressions of interest from 
artists. Based on the expressions of interested received, Council may be required to follow up with 
artists for further information, and a panel of representatives from the City of Marion will select and 
engage up to seven (7) artists to develop and deliver the artwork based on the artists’ concepts. 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Marion recognises that public spaces are literal and imaginative realms where local 
cultures and identities can be expressed, allowing residents and visitors to explore and connect with 
a potentially multi-layered, rich and dynamic sense of place. 
 
The artworks in Reclaiming Sturt River will align with Council’s 10-year Strategic Plan 2019 – 2029. 
Specifically addressing the themes of Liveable, Valuing Nature and Prosperous: 
 
Liveable Strategy: 
• We will celebrate our rich cultural diversity and heritage through artistic, cultural and 

community activities and vibrant destinations. 
Liveable Outcome: 
• Neighbourhoods that reflect local character, heritage and create a sense of belonging. 
 
Valuing Nature Strategy: 
• We will build community resilience to the impacts of climate change. 
Valuing Nature Outcome: 
• A city that reflects a deep value of the natural world 
 
Prosperous Strategy: 
• We will seek to activate our city through quality streetscapes and placemaking initiatives to 

deliver vibrant and prosperous business precincts. 
Prosperous Outcome: 
• A welcoming city offering residents and visitors a wide range of leisure and cultural 

experiences. 
 

Reclaiming Sturt River is a public art and environmental project.   
The Sturt River culvert and surrounding linear park, provides a substantial open space for 
the community, winding through areas of cultural and historic, providing a biodiversity corridor 

across the suburbs.   
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The project has been devised to explore the Sturt River and surrounding spaces, its social and 
cultural stories and biodiversity. It is envisaged that this project will be an opportunity to scope and 
measure the community connection to the river, the benefits and enjoyment of nature, discovery of 

cultural aspects of our city’s history, an opportunity to increase physical exercise and recreation. The 

project will be a vehicle to engage the community with important environmental messaging through 
a series of diverse artworks along the Sturt River Linear Park as it winds its way from Warriparinga, 
through Marion Village, onto the Oaklands Estate and further to Morphett Road. The addition of the 
artwork will provide focal points along the route and increase activation of this connected green 
space through the community.  
 
Reclaiming Sturt River will provide users of the Sturt River Linear Park with a creative opportunity to 
reflect on the social, cultural and environmental significance of our river systems, and the 
environmental issues facing us as a community now and into the future 
 

3. PROJECT SITE AND THE ARTWORK 
 

3.1  Project Site 
 
The artist must nominate, within the written EOI, one or more of the identified Sturt River Linear 
Park locations for the commissioned artworks: 
 

• Warriparinga Wetlands between Marion Road, Sturt Road and Southern Expressway 

• Between Sturt Road and Marion Road (including the back of Suneden Specialist School) 

• Marion Historic Village Heritage Walk between Marion Road and Jacob Street 

• Oaklands Wetlands and Reserve between Bombay Street, Murray Terrace and Oaklands Road 

• Oaklands Road to Morphett Road 
 
Please refer to Attachment One: Map for location of artworks 

 
3.2  Concept for artwork 
 
Council is keen for artists to exercise artistic expression, innovation, and freedom on the Reclaiming 
Sturt River project, while referencing environment and arts placemaking. 
 
Areas of exploration for the artwork could include, but are not limited to: 
• Environmental messaging (building climate resilience, connection to nature, biodiversity, 

water, the nature of the climate challenge); 
• creatively engaging with local stories and Sturt River connection; 
• identities, sense of place and cultural heritage. 
 
The final arts outcome should inform the concepts and: 
• provide a contemporary, original and innovative response specifically to this site; 
• create opportunities for connection, surprise and speculation; 
• be sensitive to the equity needs of people of various gender, sex, age, ethnic and traditional 

background and abilities; 
• be environmentally responsible and economically viable; 
• appeal to diverse audiences whilst maintaining excellence in contemporary art practice. 
 
It is envisaged that artworks developed for the project will be a combination of stand-alone works, 
works integrated into the landscape, works developed with the community or in reference to 
community consultation. Art forms may include, but not limited to, sculptures, murals, multi-media 
works suitable for outdoor public realm conditions.  It is expected that the artworks will have a semi-
permanent lifespan (dependant on art forms) in the order of two (2) to ten (10) years and be site 
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specific. At least five art works will be installed, with potential for more depending on the proposed 
concepts and budgets from artists.  
Artists are invited to propose works for more than one or individual sites along the project area. The 
number of concepts commissioned for fabrication and installation will be subject to total budget.    
Artists new to working in the public realm are encouraged to team with an experienced public artist 
to develop skills in this area.  
 
3.2  Materials 
 
The proposed artwork will need to respond to the physical space and social and cultural 
environment. 
 
 It is expected that the artwork will have a semi-permanent lifespan (dependant on art forms) in the 
order of two to 10 years and be site specific. The artwork will need to comply with public safety and 
have minimal to no negative environmental and biodiversity impact. 
 
Material Safety Data Sheets (where applicable), Safe Work Procedures and use of PPE for the 
installation/delivery of proposed artwork must be adhered to. 
 
Consideration should be given to minimising maintenance work. The successful artists will be 
required, at handover, to provide a comprehensive Maintenance Plan on the work and include a 
Schedule of Maintenance for the life of the work (where applicable). 
 
Please note: City of Marion has a commitment to environmental sustainability and corporate 
responsibility. The use of materials and fabrication that minimise use of resources, improve energy 
efficiency, minimise waste and support circular economy outcomes will be seen as essential to the 
success of this project. 
 
3.3 Copyright 
 

It is acknowledged that all initial concepts remain the property of the artist and confidentiality will 
be exercised. 
 
Copyright for the artwork will remain at all times with the artist. 
 
The artist warrants that the concepts and artwork is not copied wholly or substantially from any 
other party’s work or material, nor does it breach any third-party rights. 
 
The artist grants to the Commissioning Party the right to use the Work for organisational purposes 
such as, but not limited to documentation, marketing and promotion. 

 
4. BUDGET 
 
Council has allocated a budget of $35,000 (exclusive of GST) towards artwork commissioning and is 
seeking further funding support of $15,000 from Arts South Australia Public Art and Design. Subject 
to the breadth of EOI’s received, strength of concepts, and proposals addressing assessment criteria, 
up to seven (7) projects will be funded. Budget allocation amounts range between $5,000 
(minimum) and $10,000 (maximum). 
It is a requirement for Reclaiming Sturt River project support, that applicants utilise community 
consultation feedback provided by Council.  
 
A concept development fee will be paid for each concept ranging from $500 to $750 depending on 
the proposed artwork and budget.  
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Acknowledgment of the artist, City of Marion and project, should be factored into the budget. 
 
The contract fee will be paid upon an agreed staged payment schedule, subject to approved 
milestones being reached, and negotiated with the successful applicant/s. GST will be paid to 
applicants who are registered for GST. 
 
  

5. STAKEHOLDERS 
 
City of Marion 
 
The City of Marion is contracting the artwork. 
 
The target audience for the artwork includes but is not limited to: 
• local community of all ages and abilities; 
• users of the Sturt Linear Park; 
• the wider community within the City of Marion and adjoining areas; 
• visitors to the city. 
 
 

6. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 
6.1  Project Reference Group 
 
• Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion; 
• Team Leader, Community Cultural Development, City of Marion; 
• Unit Manager Environment and Sustainability, City of Marion; 
• Environmental Planning and Engagement Officer, City of Marion; 
• Other staff representatives as required. 
 
6.2  Role of the Parties in the Project 
 
The project will be managed by the Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion. 
 

The Project Reference Group will assess the concepts and engage up to up to seven (7) successful 
applicants through a contract to design and undertake the artworks subject to approval. Contract 
hold points must be reached to progress the project. 
 
The Project Reference Group will also assess the concept proposal in relation to practical issues, 
such as risk management and public safety. 
 
Once the final concept/s are endorsed by City of Marion, the artist/s may develop the approved 
design/s. Any sub-contracting to other artists/contractors will be the responsibility of the applicant 
or lead artist with approval of the City of Marion. 
 
The City of Marion will manage all stakeholder information, communication and media enquiries. 
 
The City of Marion will be responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the artwork, in line with the 
Maintenance Plan supplied by the artists.  
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6.3  Council’s Rights 
Council reserves the right to amend, vary, supplement, postpone or not proceed with this project. 

 
7. PROJECT PROCESSES AND CONTRACTING AND TIMELINE 
 
7.1 Project Processes and Contracting Overview 
 

PROJECT PHASES AND ACTIONS DATE 

Expressions of Interest 

    Call for Expressions of Interest Monday 23 November 2020 

    Expression of Interest close Wednesday 6 January 2021 

    EOIs assessed By Wednesday 13 January 2021 

    Preferred artists informed  By Friday 15 January 2021 

Concept Design Development 

    Concept Design Agreement offered and signed  By Friday 22 January 2021 

    Concept Design Development Friday 22 January to Monday 22 February 2021  

    Concept Design Presentations Wednesday 24 February 2021 

    Successful artists notified By Friday 26 February 2021  

Design Development (if required)  

    Commissioning Agreement By Friday 5 March 2021  

    Design Development (if required) Friday 5 March to Thursday 25 March 2021 

    Artists to submit final Design Development report  Friday 26 March 2021 

    Scheduled hold point for final content approval Friday 26 March to Friday 5 April 2021 

Installation/delivery of artwork on site  

    Commence fabrication  Tuesday 6 April 2021 

    Final installation and site clean up By Friday 18 June 2021 

Celebration/Launch TBC 

  

 

7.2  Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
 
Expressions of interest in Reclaiming Sturt River should be emailed by 5pm Wednesday 6 January 
2021 
 
Email Expressions of interest to:  
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer 

City of Marion 

Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au 

Phone: 08 8375 6828 

 
Please note: To ensure equity of information, artists are requested to direct all enquiries regarding 
this EOI process to Council’s nominated contact person above. 
 
EOI submissions must be submitted as one PDF document, maximum file size 10MB and include: 
• a cover letter indicating availability to meet the Reclaiming Sturt River project brief and 

timeframes; 
• a written response to the project brief, including a broad concept for the site, timeline of 

artwork delivery, how your practice and conceptual process fits within this project (maximum 
2 pages); 

mailto:joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au
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• Proposed budget breakdown, including artist fees, materials, installation/delivery, additional 
costs; 

• artist curriculum vitae (CV), no more than 2 pages each including contact details of at least 
two referees that can speak directly to your previous relevant work; 

 
The EOI should also contain examples of the applicant’s: 
• previous relevant experience in the public realm; 
• demonstrated ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas; 
• demonstrated ability to create high quality work that engages with a broad public; 
• experience to work on a project of this nature within timelines and budget; 
• *up to 10 images of relevant previous work including brief description. 

 
* High quality images are an important part of the EOI and are essential for the Panel to best assess 
the submission. 

 
7.3  Expressions of Interest Assessment Criteria 
 

Applicants will be evaluated against the following assessment criteria. It is in your interest to 
consider each criterion and helpful for the panel if responded to in the order presented. Expressions 
of interest will be assessed using the following criteria: 
 
• the artistic merit and strength of approach to developing a concept; 
• the way in which the project engages and activates Sturt River stories through arts and 

environmental messaging that responds to the site and project brief; 
• the way in which the project meets the appropriateness in terms of scale, choice of art form, 

environmental sustainability and location; 
• the proposed budget; 
• applicants previous relevant experience in the public realm; 
• written evidence of consideration of public safety, health and risk management issues 

relevant to this proposal; 
• applicant’s current certificate of public liability insurance ($20 million or amount 

commensurate with project proposal) and relevant training qualifications or statement of 
willingness to comply. 

 
EOI will be assessed by the Project Reference Group. 
 
The City of Marion may be required to contact the applicant to seek further clarification as part of 
the selection process. 
 
Artists must be able to undertake the design development and installation/delivery of the work once 
the relevant approvals are secured within the agreed timeframes. 

 

 
7.4 Concept Design Proposal 

  
Artists shortlisted through the EOI process will be engaged to develop their idea identified in the EOI 
to a full concept design proposal.  
  
The selected artists will be required to submit their proposals and indicative budget to the Project 
Reference Group prior to a concept presentation:  
  
Concept Design Proposal due Monday 22 February 2021  
Concept Design Presentation Wednesday 24 February 2021  
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The concept design proposal will comprise:  
  
• a statement of artist intent explaining the concept and artistic approach;  
• annotated concept drawings and sketches as required showing the proposed artwork in situ in 

order to convey the concept, scale and different viewpoints from different directions. This is 
to be presented in a professional and artistic manner;  

• reference to materiality proposed and construction techniques;  
• project budget outlining all costs associated with project implementation, including artist’s 

fees, materials, equipment, project management, installation and other associated costs;  
• an indication of the preferred approach to project management, should the proposal be 

commissioned, including the approach to payment and administration of funds;  
• an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the proposal;  
• an indication of availability during the project timeline for implementation;  
• an indication of other consultants (if any) to be used to bring the project to fruition.  

  
The successful proposals will need to be approved, during the concept design stage by City of 

Marion.  Artists will be offered up to an hour consultation with Council engineers in the 

development of their concepts prior to presentation. 

 
  
All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within the budget available.  
  
Concept papers and other relevant support material should be provided at the time of the Concept 
Design Proposal presentation.  
  
7.5 Concept Design Proposal – Assessment Criteria  
  
Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical 
expertise demonstrated in the proposed work.  
  
Consideration will be given to the:  
  
• originality. As a new commission, existing artworks will not be accepted as part of 

an artist’s concept design proposal;  
• artistic merit of the proposed concept;  
• ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief;  
• ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings;  
• aesthetic response to the site and brief;  
• conceptual response to the site and brief;  
• proposed budget;  
• proposed timeline;  
• response to any stakeholder consultation and feedback;  
• consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes;  
• response to public safety and risk management;  
• proposed maintenance of the artwork (whole of life costs), robustness and durability.  
  
All work presented is to be of high professional and artistic quality that clearly conveys the design.  
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7.6  Design Development  
 
The artists/artist teams will be commissioned to further develop their concept designs, to resolve 
the budget and ensure the successful proposal meets all safety, engineering (if applicable) and other 
Council requirements. An indicative maintenance schedule will need to accompany the developed 
design.  The complexity of the Design Development report will depend on the designs and materials 
used.  
  
The artists/artist teams will be required to submit a Design Development report to the Project 
Reference Group by Friday 26 March 2021. 
  
Hold Point  
 
  
7.7 Commissioning and Installation  
  
Following Design Development, schedule of works and approval of safe work practices, the artist will 
fabricate the work and install the work on site.  
  
It is a condition of this Commission that the successful artist and any sub-contractors will hold Public 
Liability Insurance to the value of $20 million, White Card certification, Workers Insurance 
coverage and all necessary working from elevated heights licences (if applicable) during the 
installation of the artworks. The artist and any sub-contractors may need to liaise with the 
nominated Council contact prior to any work undertaken on the site.  
  
 The artist must ensure the work is of high production standard and workmanship. Council staff, 
along with appropriate experts (as required) will undertake an inspection for any defects and 
concept compliance before handover.  
  
A Maintenance Manual and Maintenance Schedule must be provided by the artist as part of the 
handover of the artwork.  
 
 

8. CONTACT 
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer 

City of Marion 

935 Marion Road, Mitchell Park SA 5043 

Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au 

Phone: 08 8375 6828 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au
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