ARTIST BRIEF
COMMISSION OF MURAL FOR
FLINDERS LINK PEDESTRIAN CULVERT,
MITCHELL PARK
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City of Marion Art in Public Places
Artist Commissioning Brief
Pedestrian Culvert Mural Project
1.

INTRODUCTION

The Flinders Link Project, jointly funded by the Australian and South Australian Governments, will
extend the existing Tonsley rail line to the Flinders Medical Centre, creating new connections to the
health, innovation and education precincts. The project will include:





a 650-metre extension of the current Tonsley rail line, including an elevated single track over
Sturt Road, Laffers Triangle and Main South Road, linking Flinders Medical Centre and
Flinders University to the passenger rail network;
construction of the new Flinders and Tonsley Railway Stations;
an integrated shared pedestrian/cycle path adjacent the rail line from the new ramp located
at the corner of Sturt Road and Birch Crescent to the new Flinders Station; and,
an integrated shared pedestrian culvert to enable pedestrians to connect across the rail
corridor.

An opportunity exists for an artist to create a mural on the walls of the shared pedestrian culvert
located between Birch Crescent and Lynton Avenue in Mitchell Park. Council seeks to engage a South
Australian based artist to work in collaboration with the Project Team to develop the public art
mural. The mural will seek to provide a visual enhancement of the culvert.
The Flinders Link project is expected to be completed in the second half of 2020 working with
Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) and the contracted team for access.
Submissions are encouraged from artists who have experience working in the public realm.

2.

BACKGROUND

2.1

Commissioning Agent

The City of Marion recognises that public spaces are literal and imaginative realms where local
cultures and identities can be expressed, allowing residents and visitors to explore and connect with
a potentially multi-layered, rich and dynamic sense of place.
2.2

Project Schedule











Expressions of Interest open for Flinders Link Project Mural – 14 April 2020
Expressions of Interest close – 5pm (CST), 30 April 2020
Up to three (3) artists/artist teams shortlisted to concept design stage – Week commencing
4 May 2020
Concepts due and presented to the Project Reference Group – 28 May 2020
Hold Point
One (1) artist/artist team selected to proceed to next stage - Week commencing 1 June 2020
Design Development due – 30 June 2020
Hold Point
Approval to proceed to installation of approved design - TBC subject to site access
requirement
Public Artwork to be installed (to be coordinated with City of Marion) – TBC subject to site
access requirement
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3.

PROJECT SITE AND THE ARTWORK

The pedestrian culvert is located at the demolished Tonsley Railway Station between the corners of
Birch Crescent and Oak Avenue to the east, and Lynton Avenue and Brayden Court to the west. The
pedestrian culvert will be used by all members of the community throughout the year to provide
access through the area. The culvert will be made of precast concrete, with approximate height of
3.3 metres, width of 4.2 metres x depth of 6.5 metres.
Due to current Federal Government travel restrictions, in lieu of artists/artist teams visiting the site,
artists are encouraged to do their own desktop exploration and research of the locality to obtain an
appreciation of the site to inform Expressions of Interest and concept designs.
*Note the Culvert is currently a construction site and access onto site is not permitted.
Please refer to Appendix 1: Demolished Tonsley Railway Station site and culvert
Please refer to Appendix 2: Pedestrian culvert drawings
Please refer to Appendix 3: Photographs of culvert (in development)
3.1

Concept for artwork

Council is keen for artists to exercise artistic expression, innovation and freedom on the project,
while referencing the specific aspirations for a public art input as articulated below.
The public artwork themes may include but are not limited to:
 local stories, identities, sense of place
 Innovation in Tonsley – Realising the Future
 cultural heritage (past and present) - possible suggestions - Kaurna narratives, Ragless family
history, Tonsley Hall, Chrysler and Mitsubishi stories
 reflections of local environment - possible suggestions – Warriparinga including Laffer’s
Triangle viticulture and agriculture, Sturt River

The final arts outcomes will:
•
•
•
•

provide a contemporary, original and innovative response to the site;
be site specific;
be sensitive to the equity needs of people of various gender, sex, age, ethnic and traditional
background and abilities;
appeal to diverse audiences while maintaining excellence in contemporary art practice;

3.2

Practical Considerations: Maintenance, Materials and Fabrication

Any physical aspects of the work will need to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

be made of durable, robust, high quality and low maintenance paints, appropriate to
achieving the artists’ concept;
be of relevant scale to the selected site;
be 2D and painted on the entire inner walls of the culvert, including roof;
be treated with a permanent non-sacrificial anti-graffiti coating;
be easily cleaned to remove dirt, general grime and graffiti;
be suitable in the public realm;
comply with all relevant Australian Standards, building codes and codes of practice and avoid
protrusions and sharp edges;
have a life span of minimum 7-10 years.
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Please note: the City of Marion has a commitment to environmental sustainability and corporate
responsibility. The use of materials and fabrication that conserve resources, improve energy
efficiency and minimise waste will be seen as preferable to the success of this project.
The successful artist will be required, at handover, to provide an extensive Maintenance Manual on
the work and include a Schedule of Maintenance for the life of the work.
3.3

Copyright

The copyright for the artwork will remain at all times with the artist. The culvert is the property of
State Government.
The artist warrants that the concepts and artwork is not copied wholly or substantially from any
other party’s work or material, nor does it breach any third party rights.
The artist grants to the Commissioning Party and DPTI the right to use the Work for organisational
purposes such as, but not limited to documentation, marketing and promotion.
In the event that the mural is planned to be decommissioned, Department of Planning, Transport
and Infrastructure will liaise with City of Marion who will make every reasonable effort to contact
the artist and advise of the intent to decommission the artwork.

4.

BUDGET

The total available project budget is $10,000 (exclusive of GST). Up to three (3) artists short-listed to
receive total of $500 each for site visit, research and consultation and concept design development.
The remaining project implementation budget of $8,500 will include all costs associated with the
project management, design development and execution of the work. Such costs may include but
will not be limited to:
•
design development;
•
site preparation, clean-up and remediation;
•
materials;
•
equipment and hire;
•
artist fees (including project management, meetings etc) and travel;
•
transport;
•
insurances and certifications;
•
installation of the mural;
•
artist attribution
Details to be confirmed at the end of the initial planning and concept design stage of the project.

5.

STAKEHOLDERS

City of Marion
The City of Marion is commissioning the work.
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Project Stakeholders
The target audience for the artwork include but are not limited to:
•
pedestrians and commuters;
•
local community;
•
the wider community within the City of Marion and adjoining areas;
•
•
•

residents within walking distance of project area;
walking groups in the City of Marion;
cycling groups in the City of Marion.

Other stakeholders in the project include but are not limited to:
•
City of Marion Elected Members and relevant staff;
•
Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure.

6.

COMMISSIONING PROCESS AND TIMELINE

6.1

Stage 1 – Expressions of Interest (EOI)

Artists are invited to submit Expressions of Interest (EOI) in the project by 5pm (CST)
Thursday 30 April 2020. No late submissions will be accepted. EOI are to be emailed to:
Joyce Louey
Public Art & Placemaking Officer
City of Marion
935 Marion Road, Mitchell Park SA 5043
Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au
Phone: 08 8375 6828
Please note: To ensure equity of information, artists are requested to direct all enquiries regarding
this EOI process to Council’s nominated contact person above.
EOI submissions must be submitted as one PDF document, maximum file size 10MB and include:
•
a cover letter indicating availability to meet the project timeframes;
•
a written response to the Artist Brief, including the site characteristics and additional
assessment criteria;
•
artist’s curriculum vitae (CV), no more than 2 pages;
•
up to 10 jpeg images of relevant previous work*:
- written description of images indicating dates, materials, dimensions, location, indicative
budget, commissioner and collaborative partners as relevant;
•
a copy of current insurance details;
•
any other information or support material which addresses the assessment criteria below.
* High quality images, are an important part of the EOI, and are essential for the Panel to best assess
the submission.
Please Note: Concept designs are not being called for at this stage.
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6.2

Expressions of Interest – Assessment Criteria

Applicants will be evaluated against the following assessment criteria to be short-listed to the
concept development stage. The Project Reference Group will select those who most clearly
demonstrate the following criteria in their submission. It is in your interest to consider each criterion
and helpful for the panel if responded to in the order presented:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

artistic merit and innovation as evidenced in the visual material provided;
creativity, aesthetic and practical response to artist brief;
demonstrated ability to develop concepts, communicate ideas and realise concepts through to
fruition;
demonstrated ability to create work that engages with a broad public;
previous relevant experience in the public realm;
demonstrated ability to work on permanent and durable work;
demonstrated ability to work on a project of this nature within timelines and budget;
knowledge of health and safety issues in the design and construction of public artworks;
current certificate of public liability insurance ($20 million), relevant training qualifications (ie
white card) and certifications for working at elevated heights (i.e. licence to operate an EWP).

Expressions of interest will be assessed by the Project Reference Group (see 7.2).
Subsequent to being shortlisted, the artists must be able to undertake further design development,
fabrication and installation of the work within the project timelines once the relevant approvals have
been given.
6.3

Stage 2 – Concept Design Development

Up to (3) shortlisted artists will be engaged to develop a concept design proposal.
The selected artists will be required to submit their proposals and indicative budget to the Project
Reference Group one day prior to a concept presentation via virtual meeting:
Concept Design Proposal due 27 May 2020
Concept Design Presentation 28 May 2020
Hold Point
6.4

Concept Design proposal

The concept design proposal will comprise:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

a statement of artist intent explaining the concept and artistic approach;
annotated concept drawings and sketches as required showing the proposed artwork in situ in
order to convey the concept, scale and different viewpoints from different directions. This is
to be presented in a professional and artistic manner;
reference to materiality proposed and construction techniques;
project budget outlining all costs associated with project implementation, including artist’s
fees, materials, equipment, project management, installation and other associated costs;
an indication of the preferred approach to project management, should the proposal be
commissioned, including the approach to payment and administration of funds;
an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the proposal;
an indication of availability during the project timeline for implementation;
an indication of other consultants (if any) to be used to bring the project to fruition.

The successful proposal will need to be approved, during the concept design stage by City of Marion.
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All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within the budget available.
Concept papers and other relevant support material should be provided at the time of the Concept
Design Proposal presentation.
6.5

Concept Design Proposal – Assessment Criteria

Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical
expertise demonstrated in the proposed work.
Consideration will be given to the:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

originality. As a new commission, existing artworks will not be accepted as part of an
artist’s concept design proposal;
artistic merit of the proposed concept;
ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief;
ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings;
aesthetic response to the site and brief;
conceptual response to the site and brief;
proposed budget;
proposed timeline;
response to any stakeholder consultation and feedback;
consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes;
response to public safety and risk management;
proposed maintenance of the artwork (whole of life costs), robustness and durability.

All work presented is to be of high professional and artistic quality that clearly conveys the design.
One (1) artist/artist team will be selected to proceed to next stage. Selected artist must be available
to coordinate installation of the work once the relevant approvals have been given and within the
specified timeline.
6.6 Stage 3: Design Development
The artist/artist team will be commissioned to further develop the design, to resolve the budget and
ensure the successful proposal meets all safety, engineering (if applicable) and other Council
requirements. An indicative maintenance schedule will need to accompany the developed design.
The artist/artist team will be required to present to the Project Reference Group.
Design Development approval: the work resulting from the design development stage will require
assessment by the Project Reference Group.
6.7

Stage 4: Commissioning and Installation

Following Design Development, schedule of works and approval of safe work practices, the artist will
install the work on site.
It is a condition of this Commission that the successful artist and any sub-contractors will hold Public
Liability Insurance to the value of $20 million, White Card certification, Workers Insurance coverage
and all necessary working from elevated heights licences during the installation of the artworks. The
artist and any sub-contractors may need to undergo an induction onto the site prior to any work
undertaken.
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The artist must ensure the work is of high production standard and workmanship. Council staff,
along with appropriate experts (as required) will undertake an inspection for any defects and
concept compliance before handover.
A Maintenance Manual and Maintenance Schedule must be provided by the artist as part of the
handover of the artwork.
6.8

Proposed Project Timeline

Date
14 April 2020
5pm (CST), 30 April
2020
Week commencing 4
May 2020
28 May 2020
Week commencing 1
June 2020
30 June 2020
TBC 2020
TBC 2020

Action
Call for Expressions of Interest
Expression of Interest close
Expression of Interest Assessment, selection of up to three (3) artists
Artists engaged to develop concepts
Concept Design presentation
Scheduled Hold Point
Selection of one (1) artist to proceed to Design Development
Design Development Report
Scheduled Hold Point
Commission artwork to be installed
Artworks to be installed

7.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT (COMMISSIONER)

7.1

Project Team

The project will be managed by the Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion.
7.2

Project Reference Group

Expression of Interest, Concept Designs and Design Development will be assessed by:
•
Joyce Louey, Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion;
•
Marg Edgecombe, Unit Manager, Community Cultural Development, City of Marion;
•
Brett Grimm, City Activation Senior Advisor, City of Marion;
•
Representative, Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure
•
Other representatives as required.
7.3

Role of the parties in the project

•

The Project Reference Group will select up to three (3) artists from the EOI to undertake
Concept Design Development;
Project Reference Group will assess the concepts and recommend up to one (1) for
endorsement;
The Project Reference Group will also assess the recommended design proposal in relation to
practical issues, such as risk management and public safety;
Once all the necessary approvals have been provided, the artist will be commissioned to
install the artwork.

•
•
•

7.4

Council’s Rights

Council reserves the right to amend, vary, supplement, postpone or not proceed with this project.
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8.

CONTACT

Joyce Louey
Public Art & Placemaking Officer
City of Marion
935 Marion Road, Mitchell Park SA 5043
Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au
Phone: 08 8375 6828
Expressions of Interest to be submitted by email to Joyce Louey by 5pm (CST) on Thursday 30 April
2020
9.

APPENDICES

Please refer to Appendix 1: Demolished Tonsley Railway Station site and culvert
Please refer to Appendix 2: Pedestrian culvert drawings
Please refer to Appendix 3: Photographs of culvert (in development)

CHECKLIST- EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Expression of Interest submission addresses 6.1 Stage 1;

Expression of Interest submission addresses all 6.2 criteria.

Expression of Interest submission is one PDF document with maximum file size 10MB
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Location of demolished Tonsley railway station

Location of pedestrian culvert and proposed mural
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Appendix 2: Pedestrian culvert drawings

Pedestrian culvert cross-section: Height 3300 x Width 4200 x Depth 6500 (approximate)
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Appendix 3: Photographs of culvert (in development)
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March 2020

4200 width x 3300 height x 6500 depth (approximate)
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