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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 23 January, 2020
Council staff head to KI to help bushfire recovery
 
Staff from Marion Council have put their hands up to support bushfire recovery efforts, with some cancelling leave so they could help out.
 
Four staff this week deployed to the Kangaroo Island fire ground where they will assess and clear damaged trees to make way for emergency vehicles and residents. 
 
Two of the staff had previously cancelled leave to respond to the clear up after the fires at Cudlee Creek. 
 
The staff are reporting directly to the Local Government Functional Support Group as part of a coordinated response to the bushfires.
 
The crew took specialist equipment, including a loader, a tower, and chainsaws, and will spend five days on the fire-ravaged Island.
 
Mayor Kris Hanna said Council was proud of its staff. 
 
“Marion Council is proud its staff are helping with the clean-up of Kangaroo Island,” Mayor Hanna said.  
 
“The team has expert skills. Removing fire-damaged trees will be the crew’s priority. This will help improve access for emergency vehicles and local traffic.

 
“I’m sure our community will not begrudge Marion Council staff supporting the people of Kangaroo Island.” 
 
Marion Councillor Bruce Hull, a CFS Lieutenant volunteer logistics officer of 10 years, went from supporting relief efforts in NSW to Kangaroo Island. 
 
“I spent two weeks helping organise meals, supplies and accommodation for firefighters in New South Wales,” Cr Hull said.
 
“At Kangaroo Island I was at the staging area, coordinating trucks and equipment for five days.
 
“I’ve been overwhelmed by how so many different agencies have worked together.
 
“The SA Local Government Association’s coordinated response is an example to the rest of the country.”
 
The staff include three members of Council’s tree maintenance team and a loader operator.
 
The staff will be based in Kingscote and return on Saturday.
Contact: Craig Clarke Unit Manager Communications, 0434 600 637
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