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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 14 June 2018 

Marion seeks EOI for major hotel

The City of Marion will seek expressions of interest to build a major hotel at Oaklands Park to overcome a severe shortage of accommodation in southern Adelaide.

It is proposed the development would be built on land currently occupied by the Marion Cultural Centre, and sandwiched between Westfield Marion and the State Aquatic and Leisure Centre.

Proposals would need to consider the retention or replacement of community facilities, including a library, theatre, art gallery and cafe.

Mayor Kris Hanna said a major hotel at Oaklands Park was long overdue.

“The inner south attracts more than 18 million people a year and visitors have few options for accommodation,” Mr Hanna said.

“An open and competitive EOI will test the market to determine the degree of interest in building a major hotel in the heart of Marion.”

The EOI has been prompted by an unsolicited inquiry to redevelop the Marion Cultural Centre for commercial use, incorporating an international standard hotel. For commercial reasons, Council is unable to name the developer or outline the proposal.

Mayor Hanna said: “An international standard hotel would be a major boost to the local economy, creating jobs and investment”.

Council at its meeting on June 12 agreed to appoint a commercial agent to oversee the EOI process. It is expected the EOI will be released to the market for two months from late June.

The new Council elected in November would consider the proposals, and would have the option to cease the project or proceed.

The Southern Adelaide Economic Development Board – a partnership between Marion and Onkaparinga Councils – released its priorities for the region last year.

Included was the need for an international standard hotel in Oaklands Park.

The community is required to be consulted before any decision is made on the future of the Marion Cultural Centre site.

Contact: Craig Clarke, Unit Manager Communications, City of Marion, 0434 600 637 
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