
[image: image1.jpg]CCCCCC

MARION




MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 31 October, 2019
The Voice star in race against time to finish new CD
Star of TV’s The Voice Henry Olonga is in a race against time to finish his new CD ahead of the biggest concert of his life.

The former international cricketer is working round the clock in his home studio ahead of his guest performance with the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra at Marion’s Warriparinga Wetlands on Saturday, 9 November.

Mr Olonga is aiming to sell Henry Sings Classical at Sunset Symphony where he will join the ASO to sing a selection of his favourite songs in front of up to 5000 people.
Concert-goers will be able to bring a picnic or dine from food trucks while relaxing on the grass.  
With only nine days to go before the show, Mr Olonga is putting the finishing touches to the 9 track recording. 

“I have really challenged myself on this CD,” Mr Olonga said.

“Singing iconic classical pieces puts my reputation on the line. I’m putting the finishing touches to the music and artwork.  

“The new CD includes Nessun Dorma and Ave Maria. I hope to sell autographed copies at the concert. I’m also recording songs I will sing at Sunset Symphony, including You Raise me Up, for another CD I aim to release in time for Christmas.”

It’s a far cry from Mr Olonga’s first taste of the limelight when he was selected to play a girl in a play at an all boys school in Zimbabwe.

“I first stepped on stage was when I was 13 as part of the girl’s chorus,” Mr Olonga said.

“It was the springboard, and I graduated to becoming a tenor in school productions. I never thought I would perform with an orchestra at an event like Sunset Symphony.”

“After fleeing Zimbabwe in 2003 following my protest against the Mugabe regime I went on to play in a team of retired cricketers in England. The team included Jason Gillespie and Greg Blewett.

“I used to sing to the crowd in lunch breaks. The owner of the team also liked me to sing to his girlfriends, so there was a lot of singing.”

Marion Mayor Kris Hanna said: “Sunset Symphony brings the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra to Marion for the first time. Tickets are affordable, and the show is going to be unmissable.”

Sunset Symphony is at Warriparinga Wetlands, Sturt Rd, Bedford Park, Saturday, 9 November.
Tickets are from $12 at sunsetsymphony.com.au

Gates open 5pm with Marion City Band, Brighton Secondary School string quartet and jazz combos, and Seaview High School performing in the lead up to the ASO.
The ASO will perform from 7pm to 9pm.
Free activities for families include a drumming workshop, bush tucker tasting, an exhibition of Aboriginal art, tours of the wetlands and come and try a musical instrument.

Wine and beer will be available for purchase from Patritti Wines. 

Pre-show activities include:

· Welcome to Country by Jack Buckskin and dancers
· Aboriginal art exhibition
· Demonstration of traditional Aboriginal weaving
· Bush tucker tasting 
· Tours of the wetlands
· Come and try a musical instrument 
· Drumming workshop
Henry Sings the Classics track listing:
· Ave Maria
· Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring
· Comfort Ye and Every Valley

· Londonderry Air

· Nkosi Sikelela

· Panis Angelicus

· The Holy City

· Recondita Armonia

· Nessun Dorma
Contact: Craig Clarke Unit Manager Communications, 0434 600 637
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