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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 24 May, 2018
Marion launches campaign to end trolley dumping 
The City of Marion is spearheading a campaign to rid the streets of dumped shopping trolleys, which are causing an eyesore and a hazard across Adelaide.   

Over just four days, Marion has collected more than 230 abandoned trolleys from around Westfield Marion and Castle Plaza shopping centres to highlight the problem.
The trolleys were found dumped in parks and waterways, and blocking footpaths and roads.

The City of Marion today has launched a blitz on abandoned trolleys, deploying inspectors to patrol streets and backing it up with an education campaign reminding people of their responsibilities to return trolleys.
A forum is also being planned to bring together retailers, trolley manufacturers, collection agencies, metropolitan councils and the community to find a solution to this problem.

Mayor Kris Hanna said it was time to clean up the streets.

“Dumped trolleys are an eyesore, a hazard to pedestrians and motorists. Some are even dumped in our creeks and wetlands,” Mr Hanna said.

“It’s not just a problem confined to Marion but affects every street and every suburb around shopping centres in Adelaide.

“Our community has had enough, which is why the City of Marion has launched a campaign to end trolley dumping.  

“People should return trolleys they use. If you see a dumped trolley please report it to the retailer for collection.

“Dumping trolleys is illegal and unnecessary. Our Community Safety Inspectors have been put on alert to follow up reports of abandoned trolleys.”

Abandoned trolleys are considered litter under the Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 and penalties can apply of up to $5000.

The City of Ipswich in Queensland introduced laws that require retailers with 20 trolleys or more to install automatic wheel locks and containment systems to ensure trolleys remain on premises. 
 

Retailers can face fines of more than $600 for failing to install the system. They can also be fined almost $200 per day for each trolley found outside the boundaries of their premises. 
Staff collected the 232 discarded trolleys within a 500-metre radius of Westfield Marion and Castle Plaza shopping centres over four days between 16 May and 21 May.

Mayor Hanna said the City of Marion would consider all options to end trolley dumping. 

“In addition to asking our community to report abandoned trolleys, we will look at actions which have succeeded interstate,” Mr Hanna said.

“The City of Marion is taking the lead to find an effective way of preventing shopping trolleys cluttering 
our streets, parks and creeks.”  

Marion’s community awareness campaign will be backed by adverts, posters, signs, 10,000 fridge magnets and a dedicated Facebook page.

Mayor Hanna said: “I urge people to do the right thing, report a dumped trolley, join the campaign, and help tidy up our city.”

People who are aged or frail may be eligible for support when shopping through the City of Marion Community Bus service. The bus takes people on return trips from their house to shops. 
People can report abandoned trolleys for collection via the websites of Major retailers. Details are available on the City of Marion website. 

A date for the trolley forum will be announced shortly. 
The City of Marion will return the 232 trolleys it has collected to retailers. 
The community can join the campaign via the Facebook page Trolleywatchsa

A twitter account, @trolleywatchsa, has also been created.

Contact: Craig Clarke, Unit Manager Communications, City of Marion, 0434 600 637 
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