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Introduction 

 
The playground at Central Avenue Reserve has reached the end of its useful life and will be 
upgraded. Construction of a new playground is a two year process with consultation and 
design in year 1 (18/19) and construction of the new playground in year 2 (19/20). 
 
In response to feedback received from the community for alternative locations, Elected 
Members wanted to ensure the new playground is installed in a location preferred by the 
community. Further, concerns had been raised within the local community that children’s 
safety was at risk when playing between the two sections of Central Avenue Reserve. 
 
To address this a motion was presented at the General Council meeting 26 June 2018, 
where Council endorsed the following recommendations: 
 

Moved Councillor Crossland, Seconded Councillor Gard 
 
That: 
 

1. Council as part of the planned Central Avenue playground upgrade, that 
council consult with the community prior to commencing the development of 
the concept plan and; 

2. Undertakes a pre design community engagement process seeking feedback 
from the community for: 

a. The location of the playground at either Central Avenue or Fryer 
Street Reserve 

b. Amenities the community would like to see within each reserve 
3. Requests Administration investigate opportunities for a toilet near the Coastal 

Walking trail and reports the outcomes of the investigation to Council by 
September 2018. 

4. Requests Administration investigates support for the closure of Central 
Avenue Road within the constraints of the reserve corridor concurrently with 
the pre-design community engagement process as a separate process and 
report to Council. 

 
Community consultation was undertaken over a three week period to 3 September 2018 
including: 
 

 A Making Marion online survey 

 Postcards delivered to 430 households directing them to the online survey 

 Signs installed at Central Avenue Reserve and Fryer Street Reserves. 

 Social media marketing 
 
The purpose of the engagement was to: 
 

 Seek feedback on a preferred location for the development of a new playground in 
Central Avenue Reserve or Fryer Street Reserve 

 Understand the wants and needs of the community for play equipment 

 Seek feedback on a potential road closure to join the two portions of Central Avenue 
Reserve 

 
The following report provides an analysis of the feedback that was received. 
 



 

Executive Summary 

 
In summary, during the 3 week consultation period Council received: 
 

 83 completed surveys 

 89 responses within the survey 

 7 Facebook comments 
 
Of the 83 residents who responded 75.3% preferred the playground to remain at Central 
Avenue Reserve. With the majority of respondents (68.7%) who supported Central Avenue 
Reserve, preferred leaving the playground in its current location. 
 
While the playground is classified as a local level playground with minimal facilities and 
equipment, respondents to the survey made suggestions for equipment and amenities 
outside of the scope, such as: 
 

Amenity Number of comments 

Toilets 12 

BBQ 10 

Shelter 8 

Basketball court 5 

Bike track 7 

Flat, grassy kick about area 5 

 
Nature play elements were requested and can be incorporated into the design of the 
playground planned for early 2019. 
 
Requests for a grassy kick about area will require further irrigation at the reserve/s. Central 
Avenue Reserve 1 (playground) has 500m2 irrigation around the playground. There is 
currently no irrigation in operation at Central Avenue Reserve 2 or Fryer Street Reserve.  
 
Suggestions were made to spread facilities across the two Central Avenue Reserve sites, 
with a playground at one and leisure facilities at the other. 
 
While Fryer Street Reserve was not the preferred location for a playground, suggestions 
were made for its improvement including: 
 

Amenity Number of comments 

More seating to enjoy the view and rest 
while walking the coast trail 

6 

Landscaping 3 

Kick about goals 5 

  

 
 
The Central Avenue Road between Second and Third Avenues was not supported by 
59% of respondents. While the majority of respondents do not support the closure, it was not 
an overwhelming majority and there may be scope to revisit this closure with further 
consultation. 
 
Suggestions were made to calm traffic instead of closing the road to improve safety for 
children while crossing the road. 



 
The survey also indicated support to provide wayfinding from the Conservation Park, through 
Central Avenue and Fryer Street Reserves to the Coast Park Walkway. 
 

Consultation Findings 

 
Consultation was held over three weeks, closing on the 3 September 2018. Five questions 
were asked and the findings are consolidated below. 
 
Question 1  
My preferred location for the playground is: 

 
 
Question 2.  
If Central Avenue Reserve was chosen, my preferred option is 
 

 
  



 
Question 3.  
 

PLAYGROUND FACILITIES 

The new playground will be designed as a local level playground (External link) and will have 
the following types of facilities: - Play equipment – i.e. swing, slide, combination unit - seats / 
furniture, including at least one bench seat - plantings, including adequate plantings for 
shade - Pathways A similar type of playground is located at Mema Court Reserve, Hallett 
Cove (External link).  
 
Do you have any comments about the facilities? 
 

We are in favour of the playground remaining in current location. 

Plenty of shade required; drinking fountain necessary; closing Central Ave a positive move as 
children currently just run across.  Current large significant trees to remain.  

The reserve is quite large, I would like to see a playground as stated, but also maybe a Pump 
Track, that would be suitable and available for older kids as well as younger kids. Playgrounds 
are fun, but only up until the age of about 10. Hallett Cove has a Skate Park, but a Pump Track 
is very different to a Skate Park and appeals to a different type of sport. 
 
Maybe Fryer Street could be fenced off as a Dog Park. 

Consider the needs of people with disabilities  

This should be upgraded to a larger playground as it’s the only playground for residents in this 
area. 

Central avenue reserve is best as there is parking all around the reserve. Gets a lot of foot 
traffic from local train station, conservation park and board walk.   
The park would benefit from a flying fox, slides, swings, climbing frames, bbq area. Shaded 
benches, fenced off, soft surfaces, water play, toilet facility as closest one is at the train station.  
As a resident on south avenue, there are many kids and adults who would love to have proper 
grass area to have a picnic and bbq. The current playground even though old gets a lot of use 
during the day and weekends. The central reserve is flat, which is less of a hazard for children 
who like to kick the footy or soccer ball unlike Fryer reserve were the are us hidden and hilly.  
Looking forward to see it come together. Been waiting 20+ years. 

Add 2x park benches and table would be great 

Flying fox, slides, swings, modern swings, basketball court, bbq area, shaded area for picnics 

don’t close the street 

Regular swing sets, slides and low level play equipment would be great. Consider facilities for 
people walking by on the board wall trail. 

We would need a toilet in the new playground.  

Given how young kids are around our area a playground similar to Southbank Blvd., Sheidow 
Park would be better suited, one that is enclosed and has toilet facilities.  
Central Ave is better suited as it is already has shade from the trees. The fryer st reserve has 
no shade, not sheltered from the weather so very windy and dogs in nearby house constantly 
roam of leash with no owner supervision, not to mention all the dog poo on the reserve.  

https://cdn.marion.sa.gov.au/sp/Playground-Framework-Service-Levels.pdf?mtime=20180219144533
https://www.marion.sa.gov.au/things-to-do/parks-and-playgrounds/mema-court-reserve
https://www.marion.sa.gov.au/things-to-do/parks-and-playgrounds/mema-court-reserve


 

As Fryer street reserve is reasonably flat, it would be a better idea installing a couple of football 
goal posts there as it’s the only flat levelled reserve around this area. As a kid/teenager, we 
used to go there to kick the football in the early 90's and had transport our own goal posts. The 
space is ideal for ball sports but for a playground I don’t think it is. It’s often very windy there, 
as it comes straight off the sea. This would be a huge deterrent for parents to take their young 
kids and toddlers to a playground there. 

If possible for the playground equipment to be fenced off with a gate so kids cannot run away. 
Also central avenue would be ideal as it is sheltered from the harsh winds from the coastline 

I do not oppose the Playground development BUT 
 I do not support the closure of Central avenue as this will cut off transport access. 

I fully support the upgrade of the playground. Under no circumstances do I want Central 
Avenue closed. This is a quiet street and does not need any traffic changes. It’s bad enough 
we have a long drive to get to the main road and shops, without any more roads being closed. 

Plenty for a little bigger kids too like the rock climbing at Quailo Ave park.  
The grass area at the moment isn’t great there is a lot of 3 corner jacks and weeds. Grass to 
kick a football would be great too!  

Climbing frames, equipment for older children. Basketball court, rock climbing  

Would love to see some nature play equipment installed as well as some native planting or 
edible native plants with educational boards. 

Sounds good to me 

Shade is better at central avenue so we should use it.  Trees on fryer street reserve would 
block the view.  
A path suitable for Kids bikes would be good.  

A nature play style playground with natural materials would be fantastic and really complement 
the area's surrounds! I feel that playground option A is ideal due to the ability to centralise 
people within the site and use the area tucked away from the streets to the west. A pergola/ 
shelter would also be fantastic. 
 
This being a relatively skinny site, I'm also concerned about fencing as I've just moved to the 
area from living opposite Jervois Street reserve in South Plympton where a lack of fencing 
resulted in a couple of accidents and a pet fatality on the street. 

A new playground at Central Ave North would be great use of this space, with Fryer Ave left as 
open space to enjoy other events with that view! 
OPTION A  PLAYGROUND is best use of safe space and would be BEST TO HAVE IT 
FENCED,  to separate young children from dogs in the area and allow safe free running 
places. 
Also CLOSING THE ROAD to create one large space would really enhance park and safety! 

Maybe a native edible bush tucker plant garden with plants like Muntries, pigface and ruby salt 
bush? Some education about local environment. 

I believe the existing site option B. is the ideal site for younger children and I believe the Fryer 
Street reserve should be set up for older children and adults exercise area where they need 
more space and can play more physical games; kicking footballs, cricket, flying kites without 
running in to trees and shrubs, or into hazards of small kids. This is the only area of this type in 
our community and should set aside for this purpose.  



 

A toilet should be included. The railway one is too far. I would like the drainage to allow a 
shallow pool for kids to play. Also, could a flying fox be included? It was such an attraction 
while it was there! 

I think option 3 would be great! 

Consultation with children living on Fryer Street tell us they would like the following at the 
proposed park: 
Monkey bars 
Single monkey bar to swing on 
Kids dirt BMX track (if unable to do this, a hard dirt track with bumps, similar to the path 
surrounding the flying fox at the park near the Hallett Cove shops). 
Flat grassy place to kick the footy with goals 
Swinging basket 
Flying fox 
Climbing wall 

Mema park has features that many children do not tend to use. The long rubber hanging ropes 
with coloured steeping circles are expensive and take up room yet kids at schools as a teacher 
I observe just do not use. The same can be said for the structure with a couple of hoops at 
Mema reserve designed for kids to climb through, again kids use it once and do not go back to 
it. 
Look at Sixth Ave Ascot Park for better playground equipment that kids generally prefer. 

This park has facilities that I would not choose, the climb from one rope to the next will not be 
used. 

Not a large number of young children in area. 

Playground in Central Avenue Reserve will be a little more sheltered from weather as well as 
crowds on the coastal path 

The kids grow out of the equipment by age 6... What then? 

Fryer Reserve will make a much nicer playground than the current area. 

I do not disapprove of the idea of the upgrade of the playground But I do not Approve of the 
CLOSURE  of Central ave. 

Toilet & bbq facilities.  

A fenced in playground, toilet facilities. 
given the age of children in the area, a playground similar to Southbank Blvd. sheidow park 
would be more suited. 

Dirt track around park for bikes. Flat grassed area for footy/soccer kicking, climbing wall, rope 
climbing structure, swinging baskets, monkey bars plus single monkey bars, flying fox, soft cool 
rubber surface, no infested chemically treated bug bark. Shade sails, shelters. Toilets, drinking 
fountain, water play, I found trampolines like Adelaide zoo and marshmallow pk. 



 

Reason for my choice. Central Avenue reserve is safe from motor traffic and is relatively 
protected from the coastal winds. Fryer Street reserve is open to coastal strong winds blowing 
from the South and North West. I am also concerned that children could wonder too close to 
the cliffs edge and fall over. Parking on Fryer Street would restrict normal traffic flow if cars 
parked on both sides of Fryer Street. Cars travelling downhill down Fryer street often pick up 
speed in excess of 50KPH and is a danger to pedestrians especially children returning to cars 
or crossing the road. Speed humps would need to be introduced 

I have chosen playground option B because it is protected from strong winds coming off the 
sea. Has safe parking facilities and existing shade from trees. The reason I have not picked 
Option A is because now and then there is a strong smell that comes from the sewerage tank 
situated in   that park and now and then noticed council workers trying to rectify the situation. 

A BBQ facility and shade area would complement the playground 

It would be good if there is a BBQ near playground  

Slides, climbing frames, flying fox, swings, modern basket swing, water play, bbq area, shaded 
seating  

Yes.  I am happy for the new playground equipment to be installed where the current old 
playground equipment is located. There is sufficient street parking near the current playground.   
The other park across Central Avenue is a lovely park that is relatively quiet and this park 
complements the nearby playground park.  Fryer Street Reserve offers very tranquil views.  A 
playground here is not necessary.   There is very limited street parking near Fryer Street 
reserve.  More seating in Fryer Street Reserve would be useful. 

While a playground like that at Mena Court looks fine, it is quite a standard design, and does 
not incorporate elements that connect children with the local environment and nature. Much 
valuable, interesting and fun aspects for children's play can come from incorporation of 
substantial nature-play elements, such as those described here:  https://natureplaysa.org.au/   

My suggestion leave new playground in existing place make a picnic area in other reserve 
between central & fryer street with table chairs &  bbq   

A bbq would be good to add as well 

1. Update the playground where it is currently located. 
2. Using the northern aspect would be a major problem as there is a sewer vent where you are 
proposing it and there are houses close by that could have their privacy infringed upon. 
3.Seats Furniture and some trees near the western aspect of Fryer Street Reserve: it is popular 
clifftop walk and invites many visitors so why not provide some seating and cover for a 
refreshment break. 
3. The water view from this Reserve currently contains one lonely bench and one sad gumtree 
and a bin. This could be made user friendly for those who want to sit and admire the wonderful 
sunsets...especially for those using prams that can barely be used on the clifftop walk and 
importantly the older members of community who cannot manage the walk but would enjoy the 
views from a beautiful vantage point. 
4. Closing off the Central Ave Road would have significant risk management issues and traffic 
concerns. First traffic would be diverted predominantly down Fryer St and create an 
inconvenient zig-zag route around Second, South and Third avenues for no great advantage. 
Limiting access to those residents, for emergency vehicles is also problematic and unduly 



 

inconvenient. Secondly, if an emergency arose then the only adequate access would be Fryer 
St. Sensibly and to mitigate risk you would think that a minimum of two straightforward access 
routes would be reasonable. Thirdly the clifftop walk including the access south of South 
Avenue is a popular local and tourist venture and if emergencies arose, including fire and 
trauma, then there would only be convenient access through Fryer St. This poses a significant 
risk to the local community for efficient and timely access. There have been major incidents 
requiring emergency services in this area and limiting to one major access makes no sense. 
Limiting access to such a popular and wide area that the cliff top walk encompasses could 
pose a risk to the community in terms of time and access. Finally, if the wheel isn't broke why 
fix it - the road does not appear to create any inconvenience. The numbers of people observed 
using the park, and I have live across from it for over two decades, would not seem to warrant 
such a drastic, costly venture. Money could be better served to update older infrastructure 
(playground) and develop new benches and table on Fryer St Reserve. 
5. Money could be better served watering the trees (? do you still use water conserving trucks 
for replenishing the native trees in dry conditions) and planting ones near the Fryer St Reserve 
as well nearer the proposed benches and tables. A better return on investment than closing a 
road for no alleged gain. 
6. Finally, thank you for planting trees in the Northern Central Avenue Reserve to replace the 
few older trees we have lost in the past 18 months. 
7. PLEASE do not block of Central Avenue. 

 
 

 
Question 4.  
Do you support the potential closure of Central Avenue Reserve between Second and Third 
Streets? 

 

 
 

  



 
Question 5.  
Do you have any additional comments? 

 

Not in favour of road closure in Central Avenue due to the increase in traffic up and down 
Fryer Street. More and more cars are both travelling up and down, as well as residents 
parking their cars on the road on Fryer street instead of on their property/drive way. Fryer 
Street is already become more and more difficult to transverse. 

Great plan.  

Additional comments are only to make use of all the spaces, and to appeal to older kids 
as well as younger kids. A Pump Track / BMX / MTB Track would be a great addition. 

Fryer street reserve should be identical to Bandon Tce reserve with a playground, 
basketball hoop benches and irrigated grass.   

Central Avenue all the way. Many of the homes on south, second avenue and third have 
young children.  

Please don’t put the playground on Fryer Street Reserve. I live on Fryer Street and as 
well as blocking our view of the water I would prefer a more natural feel when walking 
the boardwalk. Ideally I would like those reserves to become semi joined to the 
conservation park and allow the area to revert to its original form 

Central Avenue is a lot nicer and less hazardous for children. Lots of foot traffic  

It is a perfect location and should stay where is just simply upgrade the facilities  

Please don't remove any trees. Please plant more local plants to soften look of 
playground, this forms part of the play space as well. 

I support a Playground on Fryer St reserve. Also closure on central avenue and use this 
area for tennis courts, basketball hoops and picnic area. Toilet facilities on one of these 
areas.  

We wouldn’t mind the closure, would stop people speeding up Central Avenue, and 
would was result in a safer play space At the playground.  

Just as long as the playground stays on the Central Ave reserves. " 

As stated before I do not support the closure of Central Ave. But have no objection for 
the playground development, 

Both are wonderful ideas and as a resident of Central Avenue I look forward to the future 
of our street  

There are plenty of families in this area, each year we have a Christmas party here even 
though the park is tired there is always a great turnout and everyone always brings a 
plate of treats to eat. It’s well used also by families who park in the area to access the 
conservation park.  

Build the playground but do not close central ave to make access to the 26 houses west 
of third st even harder by the residents and utilities/emergency services 

Love the idea and fully support the redevelopment. 

Easy bike access up central should be retained through the closed section.  

Playground must have shade so central is the best option.  

A new playground at Central Ave North would be great use of this space, with Fryer Ave 
left as open space to enjoy other events with that view! 

OPTION A PLAYGROUND is best use of safe space and would be BEST TO HAVE IT 
FENCED, to separate young children from dogs in the area and allow safe free running 
places. 

Also CLOSING THE ROAD to create one large space would really enhance park and 
safety! 



 

DON'T CLOSE THE ROAD, WHO THINKS OF THESE THINGS??? MAKES IT 
HARDER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICE VEHICLES AND LOCAL RESIDENTS 

I don’t believe a full road closure is necessary; I believe a partial closure to slow down 
traffic because 50 kph is too high especially being in close proximity with children playing 
in the parks. I believe a 's' shaped chicane with a 'giveway' sign at the eastern side 
would slow down traffic enough to protect child pedestrians from hazard of through 
traffic.   

I would prefer a chicane to be placed on Central Ave. rather than a full closure. It will still 
be safer for children to cross and slow traffic as well.  

Central Ave is safer and sheltered from wind. Also, to have a playground in Fryer St 
might mean helicopters are unable to land in emergencies, such as falls from the cliff 
face or other medical reasons. Hallett Cove is not conducive to fast vehicle response due 
to Cove Rd having many roundabouts. 

Please give consideration to ensuring the park is level and do take into consideration 
what the local children would like. 

Shade sails should definitely be part of the park for sun safety. 

Water play areas are also very popular. 

A toilet and drinking fountains are a must." 

As a teacher who has seen what kids tend to use on a long term basis in terms of 
equipment, these include having a track that goes right the way round the park that kids 
can scoot and ride on with some humps for jumps. Kids love to run or use their bikes on 
flat smooth tracks which can be compacted dirt. Kids like a flat grassy area to kick balls 
and run around. Having permanent goals for ball sports is even better in these areas. 
Having a small section with a basketball ring is an easy addition that adds a whole other 
facility without having to do a whole court, just a small cement section in front of the hoop 
suffices. 

Climbing walls are a favourite or big netting climbing structures (not a rope wall) but the 
structure has multiple rope walls. Swings of course, the swings with large baskets are 
fantastic and always one of the most popular features, so 2 of these is a best. Monkey 
bars and single swinging bars, a flying fox is a draw card, shade, toilet and drinking 
fountain. 

In ground trampolines like the city parks on South Terrace, a dirt track surrounding the 
park for kids to ride bikes on, with bumps like a BMX track. Climbing Wall. Rope climbing 
structure. Swinging baskets. Monkey Bars. Flying Fox. NO BARK, soft fall rubber 
surface. Shade Sails. Toilet. Drinking Fountain. Water Play. A fort up to a high slide. 
Single monkey bars. Flat, grassed area with gaols for kicking balls. 

We would not like Central Avenue closed off. There would be increased traffic on Third 
Street and when Second Avenue is closed for roadworks it would be difficult to get onto 
cove road. There is a direct route at the moment to the train station along Central 
Avenue. 

I don't want Central Ave closed because I don't want increased traffic past our house in 
Third Ave.  

Closing Central Ave would be very unfair to residents who already have to travel longer 
distances whilst moving around suburb. 

Had one scary moment with our kid running across between reserves on way to park on 
Central Avenue.  'wait for us..!!!'     Linking the two without a road is good for park users. 

Don't close Central Ave off, the money is better spent on a new playground at fryer 
Street for families to enjoy.  



 

Your survey is too superficial. The closure of Central Ave on the face of it has no 
justification but should the council actually want to properly upgrade and manage the 
park (ie plant and maintain some lawn) then that would change the discussion. 

Putting a playground in the Fryer street Reserve would put dogs and kids in potential 
conflict. Option A for the playground places the play equipment right next to, if not 
actually over, the poo pumping facility that currently dominates that piece of the reserve. 

IF you are serious about upgrading the 3 patches of reserves then some commitment to 
improving the entire amenity is required. As it stands there is no argument for closing 
Central Avenue that I can imagine. However if you decided to upgrade the grass to the 
level of that on Bandon Tce (Forrest Ave), add a toilet for the clifftop walkers, a BBQ, 
some soft fall and a decent set of equipment such as that near Quailo Ave then maybe 
closing Central Ave might make sense. Right now it seems underdone... 

Oh, and by the way. The big swing set has been there for more than 40 years. It is the 
only piece of equipment regularly used by anyone over the age of 6. Maybe you should 
consider some play equipment for people over that age... A fitness trail? A decent sized 
swing? " 

Central Ave Reserve is not used very often and does not need that road closed  

Closure of that portion of CENTRAL ave cuts off the direct access to the Cove Road. 

Please do not Close off the proposed section of Central avenue! " 

central ave reserve would be better suited as it is more protected from the weather and 
safer for the kids  

Thank you for the opportunity, this kind of progress is needed for the young family’s 
health and well-being. 

By closing off the street between second and Third Street would cause extra traffic flow 
in the surrounding streets. Keep the parks separate one for playground and the other for 
residents and visitors to play ball games, nature walk without the necessity to be among 
children playing. 

It would be better to keep both parks separate allowing no disruption to residents. By 
installing BBQ facilities in park A could be nice for family get togethers. Of course 
situated some distance from the sewerage tank! 

The park seems a bit too shady especially in winter, I wonder if some of the non-
significant trees could be removed and maybe replaced with smaller ones thanks  

Yes.  I disagree with the potential road closure of a portion of Central Avenue.  In case of 
an emergency, access to and egress from the area will be restricted.   I do not believe it 
is a problem to safely and easily cross Central Avenue when traversing the two parks.  
There is great visibility to look both West and East along Central Avenue when crossing 
Central Avenue. 

I believe that of the Options presented, Option 1 with the playground located between 
Central and Fryer Streets (in the north reserve) is the best use of these parks for the 
future.  It centralises the play area across the reserves.  

Option 2 places a playground in a very exposed (often very windy) location that would 
mean far less use than in the other two reserves by children and families. However, I 
think Option 3, with the playground in the same position between Fryer and Central is a 
far better use of the available spaces.  Both the removal of the Central Street through-
road access, and the placing of the playground there each serve to improve child safety. 
The removal of a road close to the playground is an obvious safety plus, and the existing 
westerly finger of northern park section provides a well-bounded play area for children to 
expand to that is away from roads.  

Why not make central avenue a chicane & leave the road open but slow traffic down 
would be my preferred option 



 

Social Media  

 

 
 



 

 
  



 

Phone Call Feedback 

 
Opposed to road closure - When towing a boat along Central Avenue – the road closure will 
make it difficult. The turning circle of the boat and trailer and the cars parked along the roads 
make this a factor when deciding to close the road. 
  


