
Coastal walkway reopens 
ahead of schedule
Marion Council will reopen more than 2kms of the 
Coastal Walkway early in the new year as it continues 
repairs to the 20-year-old structure.
After initially being advised the walkway could reopen by early 2020, 
Council allocated additional resources to speed up the work.

Council endorsed a $4.8 million plan to upgrade further sections 
of the 8km walkway on 26 November.

The Coastal Walkway Plan includes investigating and potentially 
rebuilding sections at Kurnabinna and Grey Road gullies, and 
connecting the walkway between Heron Way Reserve and the Field River.

Council has committed $2.44 million, and will seek matching funding 
from State and/or Federal governments to complete the necessary 
renewal work.

Council has developed a long-term plan to completely rebuild the 
structures, which would cost an estimated $14.5 million over 15 years.

Council has been committed to fixing the walkway since 2.5kms of the 
8km structure was temporarily closed as a safety precaution in June.

Investigations and repairs cost about $238,000 and included installing 
new timber bracing and inserting metal rods into existing footings to 
improve stability.

What’s been 
done so far?
Work undertaken since Council 
temporarily closed a section of the 8km 
Coastal Walkway between Marino and 
Hallett Cove for repairs in June includes:

• Earthworks, geotechnical 
inspections and assessments to 
elevated structures on the boardwalk

• Engineering reports on the condition, 
expected life, and estimate for 
repairs to the boardwalk

• Detailed assessment of 560 footings

• Underpinning selected footings and 
installing additional timber bracing

• Repairing and re-opening more than 
2kms of the walkway

• Developing and endorsing the long-
term Coastal Walkway Plan, including 
an option to totally rebuild the 
boardwalk.

Installing additional timber bracing.

Repair works being finalised at the Marino Rocks Boat Ramp section, which is now open.
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Frequently asked questions
Coastal Walkway

Stay informed
Look out for information updates on the 
City of Marion website, Facebook page, 
and in the Coast City Weekly.

coastalwalkwayupdate@marion.sa.gov.au

Call Customer Service on 
8375 6600

What sections of the 
walkway remain closed?
Sections of the Coastal Walkway remain 
closed for repairs until early 2020.

Kurnabinna and Grey Road gully 
sections will remain closed until further 
investigations can be undertaken.

Council has committed $2.44 million 
to renew these sections and connect 
the walkway between Heron Way 
Reserve and the Field River. Council 
is now seeking matching funding from 
State and/or Federal government for 
the work.

How did Council discover the 
walkway was deteriorating?
Staff identified the need for an 
extensive audit of the walkway after 
noting the deterioration of a number 
of timbers during a routine inspection.

The engineering audit identified a 
number of defects and included an 
assessment of the condition of timber 
bridges, boardwalks, viewing platforms, 
retaining walls and fences.

How often is the 
walkway inspected?
Staff conduct routine maintenance 
inspections every six months. One aim 
is to identify and repair minor defects, 
including wear and tear to handrails and 
steps. Staff also check the condition 
of the walkway to see if more detailed 
inspections are required.

What caused the 
walkway to close?
The engineering audit identified 
erosion, stormwater runoff, and 
recent extreme weather as causes 
of damage to parts of the walkway.

What plans does Council have 
to protect the walkway into 
the future?
Council will seek to address the impact 
of stormwater and erosion on the 
coastal walkway as part of a broader 
Coastal Walkway Asset Management 
Plan.

Is there a long-term plan to 
renew the Coastal Walkway?
Council has developed a long-term 
plan to completely rebuild the 
structures, which would cost an 
estimated $14.5 million over 15 years.

Council has committed $2.44 million, 
and will seek matching funding from 
State and /or Federal governments to 
complete the necessary renewal works.

Are local cafes still accessible?
The Marino Rocks Café and the 
Boatshed Café are open and accessible.

Is Hallett Cove Conservation 
Park accessible?
The park has remained accessible 
during investigations and repairs. 
It can be accessed via Clifftop Crescent 
and Heron Way, Hallett Cove.

There are also access points from 
Dutchman Drive and South Avenue, 
Hallett Cove.

Are there other trails in 
the City of Marion?
There is a wide variety of walking 
and cycling paths in the City of Marion, 
including the Coast to Vines Rail Trail 
which is currently part of the coastal 
diversion route.

Other trails include Sturt River Linear 
Park, and O’Halloran Hill Recreation 
Park. Find out more at 
www.marion.sa.gov.au/coastal-walkway

How can I stay informed?
We have set up a dedicated web page 
to provide updates.

Please visit: 
www.marion.sa.gov.au/coastal-walkway

Look out for updates on the City of 
Marion Facebook page and in the 
Coast City Weekly newspaper.
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