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1. Introduction 
This report summarises community consultation undertaken on the draft concept plan for the development 
of George Street Reserve, Marion. 
 
The existing playground features a small multistation with two slides, circular climbing bar bridge and a 
fireman's pole.  A springer and swing set are also onsite. George Street Reserve playground has reached its 
useful life expectancy and needs an upgrade. 
  

2. Consultation Program 

The purpose of the engagement was to inform the community members of the draft concept for George 

Street Reserve and seek their feedback. The consultation survey was open for 2 weeks from 10 to 24 June 

2020.  

The survey was made available online at makingmarion.com.au/george-street-reserve 

The community were informed about the survey in the following ways: 

 Flyer - A hard copy postcard was delivered to approximately 950 households within roughly 
400m2 radius of the reserve outlining the period of consultation. 

 Onsite sign - An onsite sign was installed at the reserve promoting the Making Marion link and 
consultation deadline. 

 Social Media – A social media posts was loaded onto the City of Marion Facebook page.  

 Email - Marion Primary School and Westminster School were invited to provide feedback and 
encouraged to share the engagement invitation with their networks. 

 An onsite consultation was not held due to mandatory Federal government health restrictions for 
the coronavirus (Covid-19). Increased social media measures were used to ensure awareness 
whilst following strict public gathering measures.   

3. Consultation Overview 

Residents were invited to provide feedback on the draft concept plan for George Street Reserve through 
the online survey and quick poll tools via Making Marion. 

In summary, during this 2-week consultation period Council received: 

 49 electronic responses from the Making Marion survey 

 32 electronic votes via the Making Marion quick poll 

One email was received via the Customer Event System prior to consultation commencing. This has been 
responded to and resolved. 

A full summary of all responses to each survey question, poll results and customer event feedback are 
provided within this report. Responses have been listed as worded by the respondent. For privacy 
reasons, respondents’ details have not been included. 

4. Consultation Findings 

Overall, the draft concept plan for George Street Reserve has received positive responses and 
constructive feedback. In summary: 

 A total of 291 visits were recorded to the project’s Making Marion web page where residents 
could access the Draft Concept Plan and the consultation postcard. This consultation resulted in 
42 new Making Marion registrations. Engagement tools included the quick poll and survey.   

 49 responses to the survey were received. 
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 32 responses to the quick poll were received.  

 Please see below for the results of this survey. A hard copy of the survey can be found in 
Attachment 1. 
 

5. Summary of feedback received  

The table below identifies the items raised regarding the playground upgrade and how the feedback was 
considered when finalising the concept design.  

Overall summary of key themes received  

Item raised No. times 

item raised 

Design response 

PLAY EQUIPMENT   

Request for multi-generational play 

equipment including older 

children/teenagers/young adults 

4 

The final design has provided a standalone 3 
on 3 basketball, upgraded cricket practise 
nets, fun footy goals in the large, grassed 
area, netball and tennis facilities that will 
appeal to older children, teenagers and 
young adults.  

Request for slides 4 A 1.5m high slide has been provided. 

Request for fruit trees  4 
A small grove of fruit trees is to be 
considered on the north side of the 
playspace subject to budget considerations. 

Request to retain nature play/sensory 

garden 
3 

Existing nature play experience will be 
retained and enhanced with additional 
experiences. 

Request for monkey bars 3 Rollover bars will be provided for upper 
body gross motor development.  

Remove ‘pug’ wording and sculpture 3 

The ‘PUG’ reference provides a playful, 
inquisitive and enquiry-based prompt to 
educate children around local history. The 
reference is supported by a nearby 
interpretive sign that describes its historical 
relevance in more detail. The pug word in 
also playable used as a sand table, seating 
and balancing and jumping from. 

Request for flying fox 2 

Due to positioning of trees and importance 
of preserving the large grass area for 
recreational activities this experience was 
not deemed appropriate for this location 
due to its spatial requirements.  

Request for basket swing 2 

A bucket seat and strap seat have been 
provided. Due to the constraints of the play 
footprint a basket swing provides a greater 
risk to younger children who are yet to 
develop spatial awareness.  

Request for climbing play 2 
Climbing experiences have been provided 
through organic nature play challenges and 
platform equipment.  

Request for trampolines 2 An inclusive inground trampoline has been 
provided  
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Request to retain grassed area 2 

The footprint of the playground has been 

constrained to maximise the existing extents 

of the grassed area. An upgrade to the 

existing irrigation system is planned that will 

also enhance this asset.  

Request for native plants 2 
Garden beds have been included that will 

contain native planting.  

Request for community garden 2 

Limited responses were received at this time 

but should community demand increase 

locations within the reserve can be 

investigated.  

Prefer no pram parking 2 Pram parking bays have been removed. 

Request for ninja warrior style 

obstacle course 
1 

Due to positioning of trees and importance 

of preserving the large grass area for 

recreational activities this experience was 

not deemed appropriate for this location. A 

greater emphasis has been given to 

providing recreational sporting experiences. 

Request for herb garden 1 

As per community garden requests, limited 

responses were received at this time, but 

should community demand increase 

locations within the reserve can be 

investigated. 

Request for steps for younger kids to 

access play equipment  
1 

Equipment has been designed to cater for a 

diversity of all ages and abilities. These are 

designed to provide challenges that support 

resilience and gross motor development. A 

rope style ladder has been incorporated into 

the 1.2m high platform. 

Request for more play equipment 1 

Play equipment budget is also considerate of 

other upgrade requirements that improve 

access, comfort and upgrade to existing site 

infrastructure 

Request for spiral slide 1 

Due to the sites constraint of existing trees 

and retaining the grass area; a spiral slide 

would require a higher platform and would 

reduce the diversity of play experiences.  

Request to retain trees 1 

All mature healthy trees are to be retained 

and protected. Additional semi mature trees 

are to be planted to further enhance the 

upper canopy.  

Request no bricks in sandpit 1 The ‘PUG’ reference provides a playful, 
inquisitive and enquiry-based prompt to 
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educate children around local history. The 
reference is supported by a nearby 
interpretive sign that describes its historical 
relevance in more detail. The pug word in 
also playable used as a sand table, seating 
and balancing and jumping from. 

Request for climbing equipment 1 

Climbing experiences have been provided 

through organic nature play challenges and 

platform equipment. 

Request for ping pong 1 

Ping Pong has been deleted from the original 

concept to facilitate the higher demand for a 

standalone 3 on 3 basketball court. 

Request for mud/clay patch 1 

Due to ongoing maintenance concerns and 

cleanliness of the site, sand was identified as 

the preferred medium for re-enacting 

historical digging references.  

Request to retain historical buildings 1 
No historical buildings are impacted by this 

scope of works. 

Request for wagon/cubby house 1 

The wagon has been deleted from the 

original concept to facilitate the higher 

demand for a standalone 3 on 3 basketball 

court, however the village cubbie references 

have been retained. 

Request for water play 1 

Water play has been provided in the form of 

a hand water pump and rock channel linked 

to the sandpit.  

Request no sand pit 1 

Sand play references the historical digging 

context of the site. Sand and water play is 

shown to be important in developing fine 

motor skills, creativity and collaboration. It 

also provides a play experience that is cross 

generational and supports parental and child 

bonding.  

SPORTS   

Request for a Basketball court 11 
A standalone 3 on 3 court has been 

provided.  

Request for upgraded Tennis court 10 
Tennis court to be upgraded with new 

surfacing, line marking and fencing.  

Request to separate basketball and 

tennis court facilities 
10 

A standalone 3 on 3 court has been 

provided. 

Request for single use tennis court 

(not multi-sports court) 
7 

The basketball court has been removed from 

the tennis court.  
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Request for exercise 

equipment/exercise area 
3 

Due to budget constraints dedicated fitness 

equipment has not been provided. However, 

recreational sporting provision has been 

retained and enhanced.   

Request for cricket 3 
Cricket practise nets are to be retained and 

upgraded. 

Request for scooter/bike track around 

perimeter of reserve 
2 

Due to budget constraints this is not 

achievable within this scope of works. 

However, a path network has been provided 

that provides ridable surfacing.  

Request for netball ring 1 
A netball ring is to be provided within the 

planned upgrade 

Request artificial turf for cricket pitch 1 

A concrete cricket pitch is to be provided in 

consideration of maintenance and asset 

lifespan. 

Request sloped roof for cricket pitch 1 

To maximise project budget across 

competing demands the proposal is to retain 

the existing frame. 

FACILITIES 

Request for seating 8 

Additional picnic settings have been 

provided and informal seating is also 

provided in the form of logs and timber 

steps.  

Request for shade 6 

The site benefits from natural shade and 

additional shade will be provided in the form 

of additional tree planting and picnic 

shelters. 

Consider parking/traffic impacts. 

(Reduce speed limits) 
6 

Demand on parking and traffic will be 

monitored post construction.  

Request for fencing 4 

The playground is adequately set back from 

primary hazards. Low barrier railing and new 

heritage rails are to be installed but these 

are primarily to provide a visual barrier for 

the reserve. 

Request for additional barbeque 3 

An additional barbecue is to be provided and 

the two existing barbecues are to be 

retained and monitored for use.  

Request for designated leash free dog 

area 
3 

A designated leash free area is not being 
considered at the reserve at this time. This is 
an off-leash park where dogs can exercise 
off-leash, except within 5 metres of a 
playground, at a wetland or when organised 
sport is being played. 
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Request for walking path around 

perimeter of reserve 
2 Due to budget constraints this was not 

feasible within the current scope of works 

Request for smoother pathway 

(Seccafien Avenue to Pankina Grove) – 

consider elderly/wheelchair use 

2 Due to budget constraints this was not 
feasible within the current scope of works 

Request for shelter 2 
Two additional shelters will be provided and 

the existing shelter will be retained.  

Request for lighting 2 
Existing pole top light is to be retained and 

upgraded to LED to improve reserve safety. 

Request for interpretive history sign  2 

An interpretive sign is to be provided that 

will provide historical information relating to 

the local history of brick making.  

Request use of solar panels 1 

It is more economical at this reserve to 

upcycle the existing lamp post and fit an LED 

light fitting which has longer lifespan and 

performance.  

Request stormwater harvesting 1 

Due to budget constraints this was not 

feasible within the current scope of works, 

however where possible all site generated 

runoff will be captured and reused on site 

for passive irrigation. 

Request for picnic tables 1 
Two additional picnic settings will be 

provided. 

Request for additional bins 1 
A bin will be located near the new barbecue 

and picnic facilities. 

Request for more toilets 1 
Due to budget constraints this was not 

feasible within the current scope of works. 

Consider dogs on leash 1 

This is an off-leash park where dogs can 

exercise off-leash, except within 5 metres of 

a playground, at a wetland or when 

organised sport is being played. 

Request for dog poo bag station 1 

A dog bag dispenser exists on the reserve 

near the tennis court this will be relocated to 

a more obvious location at the carpark entry. 

Request use of recycled/reclaimed 

materials 
1 

Using recycled road base material and 

concrete from council’s depot.  Recycled 

Bricks to be used in the labyrinth. Mulch to 

be sourced from public green waste. Tennis 

court subbase to be retained and reused in 

the project. Other opportunities will be 

investigated during the detailed design 

phase.  
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* Concept design and tabled feedback responses above are for illustrative purposes only. Council retain the 
right to modify the design in consideration of unknown site conditions, cost management considerations 
and internal approvals 
 

Sample of positive comments: 

 As someone who lives adjacent to the reserve I can see how popular the existing basketball 
court and tennis court are. The rest of the proposed plan looks good. 

 The whole plan looks great - the reserve is in need of a major upgrade  

 The design looks great - I'll be really excited to take my daughter. Going to this park at least 
twice a week I often see groups and individuals playing tennis and basketball at the same time 
and even have had to wait for the courts.  

 This new upgrade looks fantastic.  It provides fun and active options for people of all ages and I 
expect will be well used and enjoyed by many locals, as well as visitors from further afield. 

 It’s a great space and desperately needs an upgrade. Will be very exciting and so great for the 
families in the neighbourhood. Want it to hurry up! 

 The proposed upgrade will significantly improve accessibility and attract many families to use 
the playground area. 

 Looks great.  

 Love the balance of play equipment, nature play, sporting facilities and open space. Such a 
great value add for the area - we live in walking distance of this space and would love to see 
these upgrades take place for our small family members! 

 Updating any outdoor space is a huge asset to the local community. A space for young children 
is fantastic. I would support facilities for teenagers also, therefore the separate basketball area 
because combining activities on the one court limits the amount of people who can use that 
space at the same time 

 Good balance. Tennis court is a great asset to us personally and we’d love it to stay just a tennis 
court. 

 A good variety of equipment and facilities 

 I lIke the variety of plAy (sic) equipment. 

 We frequently use the park at the moment and this looks like it will be a great improvement to 
facilities. 
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 Westminster School 
Girl Year 4 student response: 
I am very satisfied because it has lots of play equipment for lots of different age groups so 
basically any age group can play on it 
Boy Year 4 student response: 
I like it because it has lots of different equipment and there is a lot of grass area for people to 
kick a ball 
Boy Year 4: 
I think it is good because it caters for all people. Some people might really like cricket and it 
caters for their interests. 
Girl Year 4: 
I like it because you are adding new features and keeping some of the existing things. It is good 
because you are keeping the existing plant life too. 
 
Year 4 Teacher:  
We have had a great discussion about this playground. We are excited that it caters for all 
people and that everyone will have an opportunity to enjoy the area.  
The design was well thought out and easy to follow on your map. 
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Quick Poll Results 

 
Summary of results: An overwhelming majority of residents are in support of the concept plan. There is 
enthusiasm about the concept design and excitement about the upgrade. Those unsure or unsupportive 
of the design want to keep the tennis and basketball courts separate. Other comments included requests 
for shade, a dog park and younger play considerations.  
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SURVEY RESULTS 

Q1 Future Reserve Use 
What do you intend to use the upgraded reserve for? 

 

 
Summary of results: The kick about lawn is the most popular reserve feature for residents (37 people). 
Basketball and tennis (35 people) and the playground (34 people) are important items for future reserve 
use. General exercise, recreation (27 people) and picnics received a lot of votes. Less than half of the 
respondents voted for dog walking (22 people) relaxation, being amongst nature (21 people) and nature 
play (21 people) were the least requested items.  
 
Residents want to use the reserve for sports such as kick about games, basketball and tennis. The 
playground upgrade is popular among respondents. Nature play is preferred by only half of the residents. 



 

Page | 12  
 

Q2. Community Court 
The community court is in need of an upgrade. To help us understand how you would like to use the 
court in the future please choose an option for the upgrade.   

 

 
Summary of results: Keeping tennis and basketball separate is a priority for over half of the respondents 
(56.3%). A third want a multi-use court (27.1%). A single use tennis court only is the least preferred option 
(10.4%). Comments and votes indicate a strong preference to retain tennis and basketball as separate 
features, despite cost impacts.  
 
For the other option, comments were to keep the tennis and basketball facilities separate. The other 
suggested a dog park instead of a playground. The final respondent left the comments field blank.  
 

Other, please specify responses: 

 Tennis Court and separate Basketball Court/Key. 

 I don't see much people used this maybe take it away put a dog park or something that's going 
better used. 

 (not answered) 
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Q3. Play Equipment and Facilities 
We have designed the upgrade in consideration of comfort, access and play for all. Do you think the 
balance of the play and facilities proposed is suitable? 

 

 
Summary of results:  
A significant majority of residents support the proposed play equipment and facilities (79.6%). The 
remainder (20.4%) do not support the balance of equipment and facilities.  
 
Those unsupportive requested additional play items beyond the scope and budget for a neighborhood 
level playground. Play items requested include trampolines, slides, monkey bars, flying fox and a ninja 
warrior obstacle course, other suggestions were shade and exercise equipment. Additional facility 
requests were steps, a 3 on 3 basketball court and a raised vegetable garden which could be considered 
as part of the final design. 
 

If no, why not responses: 
 

 Some climbing equipment would be great for the older kids. Mini trampolines and a bigger and 
wider slide as it is a popular reserve. More seating around the reserve also 

 Basketball cannot be on popular tennis court. It must be separate for individual use. Some 
fancy new things can be deleted to maintain no less than the park has had for the past 40 years 
developed by the local community in the 70's. 
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 We would like to see more challenge for older children. Monkey bars, flying fox and large 
slides. Feedback from my 10, 8 and 5 year old. Also very interested in nature play and rope 
climbing. We dislike the pug wording and sculpture and think its unnecessary and a waste of 
funding. Pram parking is also unnecessary. Prams are all terrain and parking on the grass is 
satisfactory. Maybe fruit trees and raised vegepatch to lift up the market garden heritage. 

 It’s great - but some more options for older kids would be awesome. Like ninja warrior style 
obstacle course or the like. 

 There seems to only be one shelter, I would expect this park to be very popular so needs at 
least one more shelter for picnics but also to provide the option for shade or get out of hot 
weather / rain. 

 There is limited options for older children that do not involve bringing your own equipment 
(tennis, basketball, cricket bat). 

 Mainly based at younger e.g. one swing only that older kids could use. Limited climbing and 
hanging options e.g. monkey bars, flying fox. Labyrinth is not for older kids, they'd do it once 
and forget about it. 

 We need a proper basketball ring and semi-circle just like the new on Oaklands Road. That 
needs to replace the current one which is so terrible. Also can you put outdoor exercise 
equipment as well for adults and older children? 

 I would like to see exercise equipment for aging adults to use to maintain and build their 
strength. I would like to bring my grandchildren to play but be able to use the park myself 
alone 

 From the pictures, it looks like the structures containing slides are not easily accessible by 
younger children. For instance, my child (2.5yrs) has loved slides for a long time now, but is 
unable to climb up a rope ladder or fireman's pole. Is there a way to incorporate steps into 
these structures to make them more widely available for the younger kids? As an example, one 
half of the current structure has steps, which is perfect! Unfortunately, the other half of the 
structure, with the lower slide, is impossible for her to reach without an adult lifting her to the 
platform each time. 

 Some are good but all have a low priority over other essential upgrades 
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Q4. Valuing History 
Do you support the historical references within the design? 

 

 

 
Summary of results: A majority of residents (93.9%) support the historical references within the design.   
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Q5. Overall, how satisfied are you with the proposed design? 

 

 
Summary of results: A vast majority of residents (85.7%) are supportive of this design. 
This is represented as the combined percentage totals of residents very satisfied (28.6%) and satisfied 
(57.1%) with the design. A minority of respondents are dissatisfied (14.3%). Those unsatisfied with the 
results want the tennis court and basketball facilities kept separate. Other requests include shade, 
younger child play elements and a dog park. 
 

Q6. Please tell us why? 

 
Sample of positive comments: 

 The design looks great - I'll be really excited to take my daughter. Going to this park at least twice a week I 
often see groups and individuals playing tennis and basketball at the same time and even have had to wait for 
the courts.  

 It’s a great space and desperately needs an upgrade. Will be very exciting and so great for the families in the 
neighbourhood. Want it to hurry up! 

 This new upgrade looks fantastic. It provides fun and active options for people of all ages and I expect will be 
well used and enjoyed by many locals, as well as visitors from further afield. 

 Love the historical aspect and the nature/sensory garden. 

 This is a very popular place for playing tennis, cricket and in the playground. The development will enhance it 
further. It will be a great place for picnics. 
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 The proposed upgrade will significantly improve accessibility and attract many families to use the playground 
area. 

 The reserve has needed a facelift for quite some time 

 The whole plan looks great - the reserve is in need of a major upgrade  

 A good variety of equipment and facilities 

 Love the balance of play equipment, nature play, sporting facilities and open space. Such a great value add 
for the area - we live in walking distance of this space and would love to see these upgrades take place for 
our small family members! 

  
Comments summary: Residents are pleased with the proposed designs. Most requests indicate a 
strong preference to keep tennis and basketball facilities separate. Additional play requests include a 
basket swing, bike/pump track, spiral slide, monkey bars. Sports requests include exercise equipment, 
artificial turf for cricket and a fixed table tennis structure. Refer to the design response table for 
individual responses. Consideration has been made for sports and play elements and provisions will be 
included in the final design? 
 

Full list of comments:  
 
This is a very popular place for playing tennis, cricket and in the playground. The development will enhance it 
further. It will be a great place for picnics. 
 
I think the basketball area needs to be separate from the tennis area, because if people are playing tennis then kids 
can’t use the basketball area at the same time. A big concrete track all the way around the outside would 
be great for all the kids with scooters and little bikes. More picnic tables always needed and seating. Many birthday 
parties are held here. 
 
Love the historical aspect and the nature/sensory garden. 
 
The reserve has needed a facelift for quite some time 
 
Pretty decent. Please ensure minimal trees are removed, and no significant trees are. Plant fruit trees and natives. 
Ensure adequate shade trees. Ensure storm water harvesting, recycled/reclaimed materials used in construction, 
and high energy efficiency design and solar panels. 
 
Not sure about bricks in the sandpit and not keen on multi purpose tennis court/basketball/netball etc. keeping 
tennis court as single use is more appealing 
 
Have a basketball set-up but it must not be on the tennis court. The court is very popular as is the current basketball 
ring - they both can't be utilized at the same time. I have lived in Pankina Grove since 1981 and can verify activities 
on the Reserve. 

 
I'd like for the tennis courts to remain separate and the basketball court to be on its own as this'll allow multiple 
users to make use of these facilities simultaneously 
 
Fruit trees and community garden can support neighbourhoods and allow those less fortunate to access food. Herbs 
and sensory gardens to be used by community and those cooking on the bbq. 
 
As someone who lives adjacent to the reserve I can see how popular the existing basketball court and tennis court 
are. I'm concerned that having to share the basketball court with the tennis court will resort in more people waiting 
for the court to free up and potentially less people using the reserve facilities and being active in the long term. I feel 
that the basketball court and tennis courts need to stay separated based on how popular they already are. The rest 
of the proposed plan looks good. 
 
The whole plan looks great - the reserve is in need of a major upgrade and the plan loos perfect. 
 
The design looks great - I'll be really excited to take my daughter. Going to this park at least twice a week I often 
see groups and individuals playing tennis and basketball at the same time and even have had to wait for the courts. 
It would be an extreme shame if the groups that are currently using the space were no longer able to do so- It is a 
largely different demographic than those playing on the playground and they should be able to use the space too. 
Good design should enhance what is already there and so even if it was to go over the expected budget I really 
believe it would be worth having both facilities available and separate. Being a pram user and attending many parks 
with pram parking both with mum groups and individually I can confidently say I have never seen them being used 
and I don't believe they would be missed if not there. It would be great to have more undercover seating available 
instead, somewhere to put sunscreen on(re-apply) or sit and have something to eat 
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I like the addition of multiple access play equipment for those with walking aids and wheel chairs. I’d like to see 
more swing sets added then just the two seat option. Or at least another swing set. Maybe a large net swing to allow 
for access to all especially those with special rights. I disapprove of the pug hole brick design and think the money 
could be reallocated to more challenging play equipment. I spiral slide or monkey bars for the older more able child. 
 
We live only a few hundred metres from this reserve and have always been frequent visitors over many years, 
particularly with our dogs. This new upgrade looks fantastic. It provides fun and active options for people of all 
ages and I expect will be well used and enjoyed by many locals, as well as visitors from further afield. 

 
It’s a great space and desperately needs an upgrade. Will be very exciting and so great for the families in the 
neighbourhood. Want it to hurry up! 
 
The proposed upgrade will significantly improve accessibility and attract many families to use the playground area. 
 
Looks great. But also needs a poo bag station to help dog walkers keep the park clean for everyone's comfort. 
Another shelter and a couple of extra bench / seats for people to rest, please. 

 
I am a local history volunteer in the CoM and am completing this survey in my role as secretary of the Marion 
Historical Society. We are very pleased to see that careful thought has been put into making the park interesting for 
children while also making references to the history of the area. 

 
Would love a little bike/pump track for toddlers 

 
We would appreciate a leash free dog area. Always thought that the area South of the toilet block is perfect, already 
has fencing on 3 sides 

 
Love the balance of play equipment, nature play, sporting facilities and open space. Such a great value add for the 
area - we live in walking distance of this space and would love to see these upgrades take place for our small family 
members! 
 

Updating any outdoor space is a huge asset to the local community. A space for young children is fantastic. I would 
support facilities for teenagers also, therefore the separate basketball area because combining activities on the one 
court limits the amount of people who can use that space at the same time 
 
Good balance. Tennis court is a great asset to us personally and we’d love it to stay just a tennis court. 
 
I think many of the aspects of the design are good. One of the biggest issues for this park is the adjacent George st 
road and the traffic that regularly accesses it. It has always been particularly dangerous due to the insufficient 
fencing along George st particularly for younger children and people with disabilities and dogs. A fence along the 
open side on George st between the tennis court and the existing house fence, would enable at least some safety 
barrier that has not existed before. It's such a great open space that a circular walkway/running track/bike path 
around the park would have been a good option as well. 
 
I think the upgrades are positive. the only callout is that i believe it will be a massive set back to try and overlap two 
of most used features in the park - Tennis court and basketball ring. You need to make them separate at it will be 
real shame to see kids sitting around because someone is playing tennis or basketball. If it comes to cost surely you 
have to prioritise basketball over table tennis. 
 
Overall the park would greatly benefit from the upgrade, thank you. Kids who are 6+ are still interested in the 
equipment style of play - slides, high bridges, climbing things, etc. I'm not sure this design provides them with play 
options that will keep them entertained for very long, other than sport-focussed activities. Is ping pong an interest in 
great demand to have this included in the design? 
 
Concern #1: This will potentially increase the use of the reserve, will the current car parking be sufficient or will 
parking spill over into neighbouring streets? Concern #2: Blending the tennis court with other usage will make it 
harder to get court time with multiple users wanting to access it. Please keep separate. Concern #3: Is the tennis 
table a strong fixed structure? Can it be removed / stolen? Concern #4: There is the potential for more evening 
activity by youth and adults, will there be security monitoring? There has been undesirable behaviour by youth and 
adults after dark in the reserve and car park for many years already. Concern #5: With increased usage comes 
increased rubbish - how will this be monitored and controlled? 

 
Incorporating basketball / netball on the tennis court is good idea for versatility, however there are many times I've 
been to the park and both the tennis court and existing basketball facilities are in use, with other people waiting to 
use them. An additional BBQ would also support multiple families using the facilities. 
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Really like the concept but feel another set of BBQs nearer to the covered seating (where it is situated currently) 
would be useful.. Not the first time we've been there as a family and found both BBQs already in use.. I think 
two BBQs are not enough 

 
You're thinking of the the (sic) little kids like and babies and toddlers and have forgotten about our teenage and 
young adult children. They need things/equipment/play areas in the reserve that's going to motivate them to get out 
their houses and be more active. We must try and also think of the adults who work all week as well. They will want 
to come out if there are facilities like a proper half basket ball court, exercise equipment and exercise area, 
improved tennis court and park benches. 

 
A good variety of equipment and facilities 
 
As above, as much as the children play is excellent it would be wonderful if it also catered for adult strength and 
fitness near me as there isn’t any walking distance to me and keeping fit while aging is important to me!! :-) 

 
Overall satisfied but a few concerns (listed below) 

 
I lIke (sic) the variety of plAy equipment. 

 
We frequently use the park at the moment and this looks like it will be a great improvement to facilities. It would be 
great of you could consider artificial turf on the cricket pitch instead of concrete. Worry that combining all court 
activities in one place will mean that only 1 can be used at a time. 

 
Girl Year 4 Student response: I am very satisfied because it has lots of play equipment for lots of different age 

groups so basically any age group can play on it  
 
Boy Year 4 response: I like it because it has lots of different equipment and there is a lot of grass area for people 

to kick a ball  
 
Boy Year 4: I think it is good because it caters for all people. Some people might really like cricket and it caters for 

their interests.  
 
Girl Year 4: I like it because you are adding new features and keeping some of the existing things. It is good 

because you are keeping the existing plant life too.  
 
Year 4 Teacher: We have had a great discussion about this playground. We are excited that it caters for all people 

and that everyone will have an opportunity to enjoy the area. The design was well thought out and easy to follow on 
your map. 
 
From the descriptions and photos, it looks like the proposed design doesn't have any way for children who are not 
good climbers to access the slide(s). 

 
Need shade 

 
Feel it’s a big space and more of this space should be utilised for playground equipment but understand that funding 
might play a part in the decision 

 
The reserve has had one basic fault for many years and this concept design does nothing to correct it. 

 
i think any improvements are great. This Reserve does get used by locals a lot so it would be great to have more 
facilities to suit everyone. 

 
Tennis and Basketball need to be separated. The Cricket net needs to have a sloped roof so that balls roll off. The 
cricket net needs to have a larger space behind the wickets for Keeper safety. 
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Q7. Final Thoughts 
Do you have any other comments about the upgrade at George Street Reserve? If so, please list these in 
the comments box below. 

 
 

Sample of positive comments: 

 Can't wait to see the final product! Well done Marion Council! 
 I am looking forward to it 
 I really like the whole concept 
 I'm very happy to see you planning this community facility. It genuinely will improve the quality of life for 

local people. Thank you 
 Overall, thanks for taking the time to provide enhanced activities for kids in the area. 

 
Comments summary: There is excitement about this reserve upgrade. Additional requests were made 
for more slides, a scooter/bike track and a walking path. Consideration should be given to pathway 
linkages including the elderly and wheelchair access. Amenity requests include seating, shade, a 
community garden, retaining trees, more barbeques, lighting, fencing and consideration for speed 
limits, traffic and parking. Light square is referenced for interpretive signs and play elements. 
 

 

Full list of comments: 
 
Please replant north of the tennis court for visibility and safety of users. 

 
I think the basketball area needs to be separate from the tennis area, because if people are playing tennis then kids 
can’t use the basketball area at the same time. A big concrete track all the way around the outside would be great 
for all the kids with scooters and little bikes. More picnic tables always needed and seating. Many birthday parties 
are held here. 

 
Like to see more seating for grandparents both in sun and shade. Some more slides added, both large and small. 
 
I notice there is no mention of the large beautiful grassed area south off the exciting toilet. I would like to see a 
designated walking path around the perimeter of the whole reserve and a bench seat in the shade of one off the big 
gumtrees on the western side. 

 
I live a few houses from the reserve with two young children and this upgrade is long overdue. I utilise the reserve 
daily and incorporating this history of the area into the design is important but also needs to cater for all age groups 
and activities appropriately. I look forward to its completion. 

 
No. 20 shows pram parking - shouldn't it be bbq? Definitely keep the log – it should not have been cut previously - 
the young love to climb over it. 

 
A community garden with some fruit trees would be awesome 

 
We live in one of the eldest houses within the historic village and have loved the recent additions to light square. In 
the proposed playground upgrade we support the water course and pump, wagon and cubby house and love how 
much the heritage means to this area. Maybe something else rather than just the wording can be added represent 
the pug hole? Mud or clay patch/nature play mud kitchen designed from local bricks from the pug hole. Id (sic) love 
for more heritage bricks and buildings to be protected within the historic banner and it saddens me that so many are 
being knocked down to make way for new smaller houses. Thank you for our consideration. 

 
It would be good to have some lighting for the reserve facilities so they can be used later in the evening. 

 
As a common user of the reserve I can't wait for the upgrade to be done. One thing I would like is for the basketball 
ring/court to be separate from the tennis court. This is because if someone wanted to play tennis on the court (which 
I often do) and someone is already playing basketball it just wouldn't work (and vice versa if someone wanted to 
play basketball but someone is already playing tennis). To make the upgrade even better for everyone please 
consider having the basketball (and maybe netball ring) separate to the tennis court. 



 

Page | 21  
 

 
As with above, I am looking forward to it and really hope that the different demographics are taken into 
consideration. If this re-development goes ahead I would also hope that consideration is given to the current 
situation with Dogs off their leads - during a visit I would see up to 10 different dogs of their leads and am regularly 
approached by many whilst on the playground with my daughter. As we are both animal people I do not mind at all 
however my mother will not attend this park as she is terrified of dogs - If more children and families are coming to 
the park I can foresee this as being an issue. Furthermore, I do not see any lighting on the plan - I would presume 
that this has just not been added to the plan at this stage however it would be great to have some solar lighting 
available as it can get dark quite quickly here. 

 
Love the trampoline, maybe having more than one alongside, allows for social connections and enjoyment with 
peers or family members. 

 
Can't wait to see the final product! Well done Marion Council! 

 
More secure fencing on the George street side of the area would be great for child safety. The path going from 
Seccafien Avenue to Pankina Grove is very bumpy, extra gravel or paving would be good here. A small fenced in 
dog exercise area would be great! I see lots of people exercising their dogs at this reserve and a designated area 
would prevent dogs running to the playground. 

 
I'm very happy to see you planning this community facility. It genuinely will improve the quality of life for local 
people. Thank you. Adding a second shelter, poo bag stand and more seats / benches would make it all even 
better. Thank you for looking after this community. 

 
We think that the significance of the various historical references in the play area will be better understood buy its 
users if there is an interpretive sign installed (with text and photos like the ones recently installed in Light 
Square). For example, without such a sign, people may wonder why the brick letters in the sandpit refer to a small 
flat-faced dog ('pug' being the term used for the clay that was dug up at this site to make bricks). This is likely to be 
something that the Marion Historical Society will work towards (in cooperation with the council) whether or not it is 
included as part of this redevelopment. 

 
Would love a little bike/pump track for toddlers 

 
Lived here for 17+ years, well overdue, our child now 20. Especially needed with all the residential infill (3 for 1 
homes with NO yards) that the council has allowed, gaining more Rates! Not good or healthy 

 
The path linking Pankina Grove and Seccafien Avenue needs a permanent upgrade - concrete or brick path to 
assist elderly or wheelchair use... A link from this path to access the seating used by elderly persons who visit from 
Nursing Home in wheelchairs at the Seccafien Avenue end. 

 
Just that we hope it goes ahead! 

 
We live in Pankina Grove and are just concerned about the impact of a great number of visitors and the relatively 
small car park. This may impact our narrow street with parked cars. Also the plan does not highlight what additional 
lighting is to be installed, as the amenities like the tennis court/basket ball ring/bbq/play equipment may be used in 
the evening or at night if lighting was also upgraded. Also for security reasons it would be good to have more 
lighting in the carpark anyway. 

 
for the Cricket nets it might be a good idea to have shaded spot that can be at the side as this is a summer sport 
and shade will be handy for the equipment and users. 

 
Overall, thanks for taking the time to provide enhanced activities for kids in the area. My greatest concern is the 
volume of traffic, and the speed at which this traffic travels now, along George St itself. The park would greatly 
benefit from a wombat crossing on George St, for foot traffic from Market St, and a reduced speed limit in front of 
the park. Additionally, more cars will park on the road itself, and there is limited width in the road for two cars to pass 
safely once a car is parked. I've personally parked there and lost a side mirror and know of a man who lives in the 
street who has had two cars severely damaged only recently. Bringing people into the area is great, but would be 
further enhanced by reducing the great volume of cars seeking a quick cut through between Marion Rd and 
Oaklands Rd, and slowing the traffic would improve safety around the park and for those parked on the street. All 
improvements that can be met by including a street crossing with a supporting reduced speed limit (just like the one 
on Finniss St). 

 
Please refer to my 5 concerns listed in point 6 above. 

 
I would prefer if there was a looping walking track. 
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I really like the whole concept but I feel strongly that the reserve needs to be fenced from George Street and 
Secafien Avenue, with access gates, because if not, a child could run onto the road; a ball could go onto the road 
with a child chasing it; a dog could run onto the road from the park; all these scenarios are very dangerous not only 
for those coming from the park but also road users who drive past every day and would have to deal with a situation 
happening.. I've witnessed these events on a number of occasions and I think it would give peace of mind to all 
users.. 

 
A new basketball play area and Exercise equipment and space would go a long way for us here living close to 
George Street. 

 
Inclusion of adult/senior strength equipment dotted throughout the park 
 

I have concerns regarding the size of the car park. It is already a busy and regularly used playground and the 
upgrade will certainly attract more visitors which I don't see the car park being able to cater for. Is there an option to 
increase this space to provide more off street parking? As a George Street resident I also don't want to have cars 
parked outside my house all day thereby limiting visitors to my own home being able to park at my residence. 
My other concern is related to traffic and safety of park users. George Street is already a heavily trafficked road with 
drivers frequently speeding and tailgating. With the increased presence of families, young children and older 
persons and school children completing the cultural / historical walk what is the council's proposal to deal with the 
traffic concerns? At the very least I believe George Street must become a 40km/hr zone with a pedestrian crossing 
at the roundabout +/- speed humps. I think that fencing the far southern area of the reserve that extends along the 
back of houses on Larkdale Avenue to provide a dog play space to allow dogs and children to use the space 
separately and safely. Thank you for your time, I am very excited to see this development, 

 
The U shaped part leading up from the tennis court could be fenced off for a dog park. MAybe (sic) a seat there too. 

 
Please phone David (contact details withheld) who is bitterly disappointed that he tried and failed to register. David 
wants the interpretive signage of the story of the site, brickworks, pughole, tip, Apex playground, playground, 
historic village walk site. I myself want the pruning up of the trees to the north of the courts for safety lines, and also 
landscaping with native plants of this area 

 
Please see above comments. 

 
Swings and slides are our favorite parts of playgrounds! Is there any way to incorporate one of those bigger, round 
swings that allow multiple children to swing at one time? 
 
Need more toilets, shade and seating for grandparents to watch over their charges or just to sit awhile.  some park 
benches dotted around. 

 
The reserve is good and well maintained but suffers from a lack of adequate shelter particularly during our hot dry 
summers. The existing shelter shed is small and poorly designed. Open sides with the largest facing north mean 
that rain and sunshine pour in and further restrict the already smallarea.(sic) Groups of people like to use the park's 
facilities for parties and family get-togethers but the small shelter shed only accommodates one car load. 
Many occasions people will pitch a tent for shade but health and safety issues and possible damage due to steel 
tent pegs means this should not be encouraged. School visits to view heritage walk and Museum have been 
disadvantaged by lack of a sheltered area for children to eat their lunches. The provision of sheltered seating large 
enough to accomodate 20 to 25 people is much higher priority than anything else suggested in the concept plan. 

 
I would perhaps reconsider a sand pit, as much as they are great for children, i would be concerned about dogs 
using it as a toilet, i have lived right next to the park for almost 3 years and there are a lot of dogs that visit the park 
and i find dog poo around the edges a lot- that would be my only concern. Thank you 

 
The existing space behind the carpark has been ignored (not even on the proposed map). Is this ratepayer owned 
land being sold (where is the transparency)? Keep a large grassed area for kicking a football, throwing a 
frisbee etc. 
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1. Social Media Post 
A social media post was uploaded on Facebook during the consultation period. There was strong 
engagement on social media with the post reaching almost 2,700 people.  
Date of post: 11 June 2020 
Unpaid Post 
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Resident Email 
Sent: Tuesday, 19 May 2020 8:01 AM 
To: Electronic Mail <ElectronicMail@marion.sa.gov.au> 
Subject: Playground upgrades 

 
Good morning,  
 
Are there any plans to redevelop / upgrade George Street Reserve (Marion)? 
 
Thank you,  
(Details withheld for resident privacy) 
 
CoM Response  
From: Julia Phipps  
Sent: Tuesday, 2 June 2020 2:49 PM 
To: (Details withheld for resident privacy) 
Subject: RE: Playground upgrades 

 
Hi (Details withheld for resident privacy) 
 
Thanks for your email. We are planning on upgrading George Street Reserve, Marion.  
Consultation with local residents is anticipated to start this month. 
 
Kind regards, 
Julia 
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ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1: Hardcopy Survey 
Attachment 2: Concept plan 
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Attachment 2: Concept plan 
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