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1. Executive Summary 
 
The City of Marion is planning a new local level playground and reserve upgrade at Trowbridge / 
Tarturninthi Reserve, Mitchell Park next financial year 2023/24.  A concept plan was developed for 
community feedback in November 2022. The project includes a new playground for a range of ages 
and encourages children to explore, play and enjoy nature.   
  
Key elements of the design include:  

 New playground including swing, slide, nature play (option for either carousel or 
trampoline)  
 Fitness and mindfulness walking loop  
 New shelter and picnic setting  
 Kickabout space (option for either mini soccer goal or mini bocce court)  
 Landscaping including biodiversity plantings and natural shade  
 Pathway connections and replacement of rubber paths to eastern side of reserve  

 
We undertook one round of community engagement from 2 November 2022 – 2 December 
2022.  The purpose of this engagement was to present the draft concept plan for community 
feedback.  The engagement was promoted via a postcard delivered within a 400m radius, Making 
Marion information and online survey, sign on site and social media posts. 

During the community consultation, we received 32 survey responses: 

 A total of 59.4% were either very satisfied or satisfied with the concept plan (19 respondents) 
28.1% (9 respondents) were neutral and 12.5% (4 respondents) were not satisfied 

 63.3% (19 respondents) preferred a standard swing with toddler seat instead of a basket 
swing  

 51.6% (16 respondents) preferred mini soccer goals and 48.4% (15 respondents) preferred a 
mini bocce court within the kickabout space 

 64.5% (20 respondents) preferred a trampoline instead of a carousel 
 50% (16 respondents) would like to be involved in the care of the citrus trees and herb 

garden proposed for the raised planters  

The majority of respondents were: 

 Between 25-39 years old (59.4%) 
 Live in Mitchell Park (78.1%) 

We will now proceed to update the concept plan based on the feedback and proceed to detailed 
design.  

2. Introduction 
 
The City of Marion is planning a new local level playground and reserve upgrade at Trowbridge / 
Tarturninthi Reserves, Mitchell Park next financial year 2023/24.  A concept plan has been 
developed for community feedback. 
 
The project includes a new playground for a range of ages and encourages children to explore, play 
and enjoy nature.  The existing playspace will be removed.   
 
Key elements of the design include: 
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 New playground including swing, slide, nature play (option for either carousel or trampoline) 
 Fitness and mindfulness walking loop 
 Kickabout space (option for either mini soccer goal or mini bocce court) 
 Landscaping including biodiversity plantings and natural shade 
 Pathway connections and replacement of rubber paths to eastern side of reserve 

 
Council received 32 responses to the online survey.   
 
3. Consultation Program 

The community engagement was undertaken over four weeks from 2 November – 2 December 
2022.   
 
It included: 

 An information postcard sent to households within a 400m2 radius from the reserve 
 Information on the Making Marion website 
 An online survey 
 Facebook posts 
 Onsite signage 
 Community drop in session on Thursday 17 November 4.30-6.00pm 

 
4. Consultation Overview 

During the consultation period Council received: 

 234 visits to the Making Marion Page 

 32 survey responses 

 Approximately 30 people attended the community drop in session  

 
5. Consultation Findings 
 
Each question is listed with the corresponding graph and results summary.  
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Q1. How satisfied are you with the concept plan for Trowbridge and Tarturninthi Reserves? 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 32 respondents completed this question: 
 
59.4% (19 respondents) were either very satisfied or satisfied with the concept plan 
 
28.1% (9 respondents) were neutral and 12.5% (4 respondents) were not satisfied 
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Q2. What do you like about the concept plan? 
 
Summary of results 
 
We received 37 text responses to this question.  The top 3 items in the concept plan that respondents 
liked were: 

1. The range of activities and suitability for all ages (including older residents) 
2. Upgraded playground 
3. Planting and landscaping (including indigenous plants). 

 
Below is a summary of the key elements that respondents liked about the concept plan.  The ticks / 
number represent the number of times mentioned. 
 

 Range of activities and suitability for all ages (including older residents) (9) 


 Upgraded playground (5)  
 Planting / landscaping (including indigenous plants) (5) 
 New pathways (3)  
 Moving the playground to a safer location (2)  
 Like all the new park upgrades (2)  
 Place to relax (1)  
 New equipment for children and the mini soccer net (1)  
 Citrus and herb garden (1) 
 Basketball court (1) 
 Orange theme and orange trees (1) 
 New items that are different from other parks (eg carousel and soccer goals) (1)  
 History (1) 
 Drinking fountain (1) 
 That the space will continue to be green and irrigated (1) 
 Natural shade (1) 
 Good (1)  
 Would like to see activities for older children included (1)  
 Would like to see gym equipment included (1) 

 
Refer to Appendix 1 to view a full list of the text responses 
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Q3. Do you prefer a basket or standard swing (with toddler seat) within the playspace)? 

        

 
 
 
 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 30 respondents completed this question: 
 
63.3% (19 respondents) preferred a standard swing with toddler seat 
 
36.7% (11 respondents) preferred a basket swing 
 
Based on this feedback a standard swing with toddler seat will be included in the final design. 
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Q4. The kickabout space has the option of including a set of mini soccer goals or bocce court.  
Which would you prefer within the reserve? 

 

 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 31 respondents completed this question: 
 
51.6% (16 respondents) preferred the mini soccer goals 
 
48.4% (15 respondents) preferred the mini bocce court 
 
Based on this feedback we will consider the possibility of including both options in the final design, for 
construction subject to available budget.  If we are unable to include both options due to budget 
constraints, we will include the most popular item which was the mini soccer goals. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Page | 9  
 

Q5. Do you prefer a carousel or trampoline within the play space? 

 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 31 respondents completed this question: 
 
64.5% (20 respondents) preferred the trampoline 
 
35.5% (11 respondents) preferred the carousel 
 
Based on this feedback the trampoline will be included in the final design. 
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Q6. The concept plan included citrus trees and herbs in raised planters, do you have any other 
interest in being involved in the future care of the plants?  (activities may include assistance with 
watering, pruning, removing fruit from the trees for the benefit of the whole community). 

 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 32 respondents completed this question: 
 
50% (16 respondents) would like to be involved 
 
25% (8 respondents) are unsure  
 
25% (8 respondents) would not like to be involved 
 
Thank you for your responses and feedback.  We will be in touch with those that are interested in the 
near future. 
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Q7. Do you have any other comments or feedback? 
 
Below is a summary of comments from survey respondents.  The number next to the comment 
refers to the number of times the feedback was mentioned. 
 

Comments Summary  

PLAYGROUND  FACILITIES / AMENITIES / NATURE  
Playground improvements: 
Larger playground (1) 
Parent and child swing (1) 
Balance beams and climbing rope or wall (1) 
Exercise equipment (3) 
Add additional playground equipment and keep the existing 
(1) 
Include the trampoline and carousel (1) 
Noise reduction backboard for the basketball (1) 
Play space to focus on the children (2) 
More central location for the playground (1) 
Natural material for playground eg timber (1) 
Don’t want exercise equipment (1)  

Include a toilet (3) 
Include a BBQ (3) 
Picnic area (1) 
Relaxation areas eg water fountains 
and mindfulness areas (1) 
Include a community garden (3) 
Shade and shade over the playground 
(3) 
Include deciduous trees (1) 
Additional paths away from traffic (1) 
Include bird feeding stations (1) 
Don’t remove the second bridge and 
path (3) 
Include more indigenous plants 
(including edibles) (2) 
More planting under trees (1) 
More natural shade (1) 
A safe walking loop / paths for all (3) 
Do not want BBQ, toilet, bocce (2) 
Do not want existing trees removed 
(2) 
Maximise the open space (2) 
Natural material to be used for 
bridges and footpaths (1) 
Include indigenous artwork (2) 
Like the orange trees (1)  

GENERAL COMMENTS  
Excellent plan (1) 
Good plan (1) 
Very happy to see the upgrade, well done (1) 
Thank you for upgrading this park (1) 
More recognition of the indigenous naming of the reserve and history/ education (Tarturninithi) (4)  
 
Refer to Appendix 2 to view a full list of the text responses
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Q8.  Age 
 

 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
A total of 59.4% (19 respondents) were aged 25-39, 28.1% (9 respondents) were aged 56-70 and 
6.3% were 40-55 and 70 years + 
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Q9.  Suburb 
 

 

 
 
Summary of results 
 
The majority of respondents were from Mitchell Park (78.1%, 25 respondents). 
 
6. Community Drop In Session 
 
Approximately 30 people attended the community drop in session on 17 November 2022.  Feedback 
from the community included: 

 Pathways are a high priority and need to be accessible for all including the elderly and those 
with disabilities (hard surface eg paving or concrete) 

 Add a picnic setting 
 Add more bench seats in the shade 
 Provide a BBQ  
 Really like the idea of the bocce court (and having a BBQ) 
 Like the orange fruit trees and herb planters proposed for the reserve 
 The basketball is currently very popular and is often used late in the evening 
 Fitness equipment for adults would be great in the reserve 
 Additional playground equipment including a zip line and a climbing wall 
 Include a drink fountain with a dog bowl 
 Public art 
 More planting 
 Include a toilet 
 Bird feeding stations would be great – birdlife in the reserve is amazing 
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 Preference for second bridge and connection within Tarturninthi to remain (it is also used as 
a bike loop by local children) 

 More recognition of indigenous culture, education, planting and artwork 
 A couple of comments regarding preference for more natural materials for the playground 

(not orange colour) 
 
7. Design Response 
Some key themes emerged multiple times throughout the consultation and evaluation process. 
 
Overall summary of key themes and the design response: 
 

Key Theme  No. times 
issue raised  Design response  

Add exercise equipment   
3 

The design has focussed on mindful exercise with 
meditation/ yoga stations and will incorporate a 
walking / running /rolling and riding loop for the 
community (subject to available budget).  We are 
currently investigating opportunities for distance 
line markers along the path. 

Playspace to focus on the children 2 
The playspace will focus on children of all ages.  It 
also caters for young people with the upgraded 
basketball court. 

Include a toilet 3 

The playground is local level hierarchy.  Generally 
public toilets are only included at neighbourhood 
or regional playgrounds.  A new public toilet is 
planned to be installed at Maldon Avenue Reserve, 
Mitchell Park which was a state election 
commitment.  This site is within walking distance 
of the reserve for visitors that do not live locally. 

Include a BBQ  3 

We appreciate that many community members 
would like a BBQ within the reserve.  We are 
currently reviewing the design to see if this can be 
incorporated within the available budget. 

Include a community garden  3 

Orange trees and herbs are included in the design 
and will be available for the whole community.  For 
further information and discussion regarding more 
structured community gardens please contact our 
Community Garden Coordinator on 8375 6600. 

More shade 
Shade over the playground  3 

The playground upgrade is a local service level.  
Local play spaces generally have natural shade 
only.  The two reserves have high levels of natural 
shade, and the playground has been located within 
the reserve to benefit from this.  We have plans to 
incorporate additional trees near the playground 
to provide even greater shade within the reserve. 

Don’t remove the second bridge and 
path  3 

We understand there is a preference to retain the 
second bridge and path.  We will review the design 
with consideration of budget to see if we can 
include this linkage. 
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Include more indigenous plants 
(including edibles) 2 

Indigenous planting will be included in Tarturninthi 
Reserve.  We will increase this planting in the 
design and include bush foods. 

Do not want BBQ, toilet, bocce  
 2 

Appreciate your feedback, the majority of survey 
respondents support the idea of bocce within the 
reserve.  In the survey, the soccer goals were more 
popular than the bocce court, however, as both 
items were almost equally popular, we are 
planning on including both if budget allows. See 
above comments regarding a toilet, there are no 
plans to include a toilet at this reserve.  We are 
currently reviewing the option of providing a BBQ. 

Do not want existing trees removed 2 
There are no plans to remove existing trees.  All 
trees will be retained for shade. 

Maximise the open space 
 2 

Thank you – we will ensure the open space is 
maximised as part of the reserve development. 

 
Include indigenous artwork  
 
More recognition of the indigenous 
naming of the reserve and history/ 
education (Tarturninithi) 
 

2 
 
4 

We are currently reviewing the design and 
existing budget to determine opportunities for 
further recognition of indigenous art and culture.  
Based on feedback, we are increasing the 
indigenous planting within Tarturninthi Reserve.  
The aim of these plantings it to increase 
biodiversity within the detention / wetland area 
as a recognition of the reserve naming, 
Tarturninthi (returning land to wetland). 

  
8. Next Steps 
 
We thank all that provided their feedback and participated in the engagement process.  
 
The feedback will help finalise the Trowbridge and Tarturninthi Concept Plan to progress to detailed 
design. 
 
9. Project Updates 
 
Project updates will be provided through the Trowbridge and Tarturninthi page on the City of 
Marion website and Making Marion webpage 
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Appendix 1 
All 27 text responses to Question 2: What do you like about the concept plan? 
 
 
Suits all ages as a recreation space 
 
The integration of open reserve and making the space useable by the community. A place to relax. 
 
New equipment for the kids, mini soccer net 
 
more activities covering a broad spectrum of family members 
 
Variety of new features 
 
I think the updated play space is a must 
 
The citrus and herb garden and the 
 
It's new, it's fresh and it isn't rusted!!! This park is special to me as I visited this park regularly when I was a 
young child, I am now 33yrs old and live locally still. 
 
Looks welcoming, inclusive, interesting for all ages, good use of space in the reserve 
 
The orange theme is cool and great ideat to get some orange trees. Playground looks fine although not much 
better than the current one. Not sure why the bridge is being removed to get across to the little island - that's 
a great feature at the moment 
 
New components not included in parks nearby like the carousel and mini soccer goals 
 
People of all ages will find some benefit in this space 
 
I think it's good that it includes a reference to the historical use of the area as well as something to encourage 
outdoor activity in residents of all ages, not just children 
 
Drink tap, improved paths, orange tree history, upgraded basketball and netball court 
 
Upgraded paths, playground facilities, new plantings, drinking fountain. 
 
The proposed equipment is for very young children. Apart from the existing basketball courts there is nothing 
for older children. There is nothing at all for the middle bracket and the playground does not encourage 
imaginative play. 
 
Moving the playground to the middle of the park away from busy Trowbridge Avenue for children's safety. 
Upgrading Tarturninthi Reserve walking path to a safer surface and completing circuit also good. 
 
Moving the play area to the middle of park for children's safety. Upgrading Tarturninthi Reserve walking path 
to a safer surface and completing walking loop. 
 
I like that the space will continue to be kept green/irrigated 
 
Nice playground design, additional plants and increased options for use of the space 
 
Good 
 
1. Needs Upgrading playground: Safety, 2. More gardens around and under trees (like Maldon Park), 3. Mobile 
Type of gym equipment mechanical 
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Everything just having a new park upgrade will be awesome 
 
Just that it is being updated. 
 
The positives are the updated playground facilities and basketball court. Additional tree plantings, riperian 
zones and upgrade to pathways. 
 
No built shading - natural shading, minimal built structures, shifting the playground - to centralise it, planting 
indigenous plants. Close to Warriparinga, would like to see this reflected in site. 
 
I like that the space considers people across the lifespan that will engage with the space, especially given the 
amount of older residents in Mitchell Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Page | 18  
 

Appendix 2 
All 28 text responses to Question 7: Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the design? 
 
Please consider a toilet so that a family gathering is possible where everyone can be involved 
 
The “orange” playground set (slide) is very basic especially compared to the size of what is there already. For 
such a big space and an area with lots of children, this could be a bigger play set, more interactive. A 
parent/child swing would be fantastic. 
 
Balance beams and climbing ropes or wall if not already included 
 
a barbeque would be nice 
 
Excellent plan 
 
Can we PLEASE have a community garden that the council supports the community in, something similar to 
glandore. Toilets would be amazing too! 
 
Factor in a community garden please. Something similar to what is observable in Glandore 
 
Can you please add exercise equipment, Demographics is older people in the park and not so many young 
kids are seen there. Id be there every day if there was exercise equipment. Also a BBQ added to the park 
would be fabulous. 
 
It would be nice to see some shade cover over by the playground.... most important, I personally would 
appreciate a larger recognition of the place name by the Kaurna language association, Tarturninthi... please 
emphasise this name. 
 
Thanks for upgrading this park. It is well overdue! 
 
New trees for shade are great but would prefer decidous trees to let the winter sun through 
 
The previous playground is being replaced, however, I would keep it and add this equipment rather that 
replacing. It would be good to have the trampoline and carousel. 
 
Enough walking area that is away from traffic. 
 
I would like to see some Permanent bird feed in stations Yet the variety of bird life around this pack is 
sensational and many people come to photograph it 
 
Please don’t remove the second bridge and path which I disagree with. This path creates an internal circular 
loop and is of interest for mindful walking, kids biking away from road. Increase reference to Kaurna people 
history eg edibles as well as oranges 
 
The ability to walk through the wetland area (across two bridges) is the most beautiful feature of this park. 
Removing this incidental access will create a more secluded and less accessed node. Duplicated path on 
Emma Cl is not better than this connection 
 
This playground concept is aimed at young children but there are no toilet facilities. Young children are often 
being toilet trained or have limited bladder &amp; bowel control and often need a toilet with little notice. 
 
I do not want bbq area, toilet, bocce court, existing trees removed. I support natural shade with maximum 
open space, play area must focus on children, walking loop safely negotiated by all including 
wheelchairs/walkers/prams. Thank you. 
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Soundproofing basketball backboard to reduce noise late evening would be appreciated. Do not want bbq 
area, toilet, bocce, existing trees removed. Support maximum open space, play area focus on kids, walking 
loop safely negotiated by all, wheelchairs etc. 
 
I’d like to see something like a grow free cart or community pantry. I hope that any changes to the bridge will 
be nature-inspired as I like the existing wooden bridges and soft footpaths. 
 
Please install a shade cloth over the playground so that the playground can be more usable on warm days 
 
Good 
 
Very happy to see the upgrade. Well done 
 
If possible, can some exercise equipment be installed as well? 
 
Location of Playground - too close to primary pathways, centralised location with meandering pathway on. ie 
where basketball court is. Additional vegetation under trees. Do not remove pathway through duck pond - 
negative effect. 
 
Don't like the orange colour, natural colours please - timber. Would like to see local plants - indigenous edible 
plants, aboriginal art &amp; history/ education. Maybe some adult experience equipment - cross trainer, sit 
up bench, stationary bike. 
 
A BBQ, picnic area, some relaxation areas, water fountains, adult play equipment and shade. Like orange 
trees and paths fixed. Not keen on exercise equipment, would prefer relaxation &amp; mindful area. Live 
across from park &amp; get stressed. 
 
Why in 2022 are we spending money to honour colonisers? Please engage Kaurna elders to honour the 
traditional owners of the land &amp; use native plants. Why not a native edible garden? Reconciliation is an 
action - please reconsider honouring colonisation 
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Appendix 3 
Letter and Email Feedback 
 
Dear Danielle, 
Re: Trowbridge Tarturninthi Reserve Upgrade Plan 
I hope you are well. I write to respond to the City of Marion’s 
invitation to participate in open engagement, and formalise my 
concerns and ideas for Trowbridge Reserve Upgrade Plan. 
I am a support worker for one of the residents who lives on the 
edge of the Reserve. I am very concerned about the environment. 
I have planted, at the date of this letter, an indigenous front 
garden on a property fronting on to the Reserve. I see the Reserve 
several times a week. I have planted indigenous plants outside 8 
Trowbridge Street. 
Location of Play equipment 
I appreciate the proposed re-location of the play equipment into 
the centre of the Reserve, which would minimise the current visual 
impact to the closest residential properties. 
However, I am very concerned about the proximity of the 
proposed playground to the root zone of the mature Eucalyptus 
(Lemon Scented Gum). I suggest and recommend that a 
protection zone, consisting of indigenous, local vegetation be 
reinstated in a ten metre radius from the trunk of the tree. This 
would achieve benefits, such as protecting the root zone from 
further compaction already caused by mowing, increasing local 
floral biodiversity, and providing habitat for birds. 
Colour and Materials of Play equipment 
I am very concerned and opposed to the planned orange plastic 
slippery slide, and trampoline surrounds, and rocker. I find the 
selection of brilliant orange plastic, whilst a tribute to a historic 
orange grove theme, inappropriate for several reasons. First, I find 
the colours are hideously garish and bright, unpleasant to view, 
and are not reflective of a colour scheme found in the natural 
native landscape. 
Whilst I acknowledge the orange plastic is a symbolic tribute to 
the historic orange grove in the Reserve, it is not a material 
selection that shows sensitivity, awareness or an appropriate 
response to the current global concerns about the contamination 
and degradation of the planet by non biodegradable, toxic, plastic 
waste. Rather, I suggest and propose alternative ecologically 
based play equipment, fabricated from natural materials, wood, 
reclaimed timbers, metal, and if plastic is used, with colours that 
are in harmony with nature. 
I would also like to see several bicycle rails installed for securing 
bicycles. 
Drinking fountain and structures could incorporate appropriate 
cultural art, eg. Aboriginal designs, painting, mosaics. I suggest 
the local Kaurna community could be consulted and included. 
Aboriginal Cultural sensitivity, Flora and Fauna Biodiversity 
I acknowledge that it may be appropriate to bring awareness of 
the former use of the Reserve as an orange grove to the public, 
however, I think it more appropriate, and essential, to include 
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education about, and acknowledgement of, the Kaurna, the first 
Australians, and traditional owners of Trowbridge Reserve. 
I suggest that in addition to appropriate ecologically sympathetic 
signage or plaques on natural stones or timber, that could be used 
to educate the public, that indigenous local native edible flora can 
be planted, for example, Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 
(seeds eaten and used and ground as flour), Bulbine bulbosa 
(tubers eaten), Billiadieri cymosa (edible berries), Dianella revoluta 
Native Flax Lily (edible berries). Many other indigenous, local 
species would have grown in the area prior to European 
settlement. 95% of indigenous vegetation has been destroyed 
from the Adelaide plains, and remnant vegetation is now rare. I 
recommend a survey of indigenous remnant vegetation be 
conducted prior to re-development. 
What are the reasons for planting orange trees in raised planters? 
Perhaps the trees will grow better in the ground. I suggest that the 
proposed orange trees are relocated to the margins of the park, 
rather than amongst the Eucalyptus trees. 
Last year I saw a koala in Trowbridge Reserve. Orange trees are 
not its preferred food. Vegetation should be planted in the 
Reserve to support the degraded ecology, in the form of 
indigenous plants. There were formerly approximately 200 species 
in the Black Forest vegetation association. A suggested species 
list, which is not exhaustive, can be provided by myself. 
Re-vegetating the Reserve with indigenous flora can promote 
providing habitat for native birds, insects and fauna, thus 
increasing local biodiversity. The Reserve should be considered as 
part of the broader ecological community and incorporate the 
concept and practice of creating wildlife corridors. 
I suggest and recommend a baseline ecological assessment/ 
survey be completed with recommendations for improving the 
ecology, by an ecologist such as James Smith of FauNature, and 
author of the Greater Fauna of Adelaide Plains. James is a regular 
guest speaker on ABC radio, consultant and employee at the 
Adelaide Museum. Bird, bat and other habitat boxes can be 
installed in the Reserve. 
I thank you for the opportunity to provide a response and 
feedback to the proposed upgrade of Trowbridge Tarturninthi 
Reserve. I look forward to the City of Marion’s response, and to be 
included in further consultation regarding the future of the 
Reserve. 
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Hi Danielle 
I attended the reserves meeting last week & have completed your survey but I would like to add 
some further comments. 
 
I live in the Tonsley district that was formerly known as Clovelly Park. Apart from a 
small grassed area with no play facilities located at the end of Birch Crescent we have no green area 
at all near us. One of the reasons that the railway underpass was constructed was to allow 
connectivity for residents of Tonsley to enjoy & use the facilities of the "duck pond" as it is known by 
locals.  
This area is lovely but it is stuck in a time warp. Generally the facilities are aimed at very young 
children (and once again I will mention that both the young and the elderly need toilets) but there is 
nothing for the say 8 to 13 year olds. Assuming that the existing play area is staying and future 
equipment will be additional, then I think that that older age group needs to be addressed. I am only 
in my mid sixties and my eldest grandchild is 10, so to assume that 70 year olds have young 
grandchildren in their care may not be correct. In fact many of my 70 year old friends have tweenie 
or teenage grandchildren not pre-schoolers.  
Imaginative play needs to be encouraged (the equipment at Maldon Avenue Reserve is a good 
example). Please dont take away the bridges, apart from accessibility many a child plays "Billy Goats 
Gruff" under them. They stomp their feet, play hide & seek and other imaginative games. 
Instead of a Bocce court (I have never actually seen anyone ever use one) perhaps an area to roller 
skate, roller blade or scoot may be better used.  
As for the toilet. I know that the taxi drivers, bus patrons and users of the park areas would all use it. 
Yes it is maintenance. Yes it needs cleaning (but there are self cleaning toilets), but a toilet can make 
a difference between an area being used or not. It takes me about the same time to drive a child 
back to a toilet as it does to walk them back to Tonsley. Children cant hang on that long. I currently 
look after my youngest grandchild (3 years old) 1 day a week but aside from the weather I dont take 
him to the park as often as I would like due to the lack of toilet facilities.  
I do agree that the pathways need upgrading, not only for pushers and prams but also for the many 
physically disabled that reside in the nearby catchment area of the park & reserve. 
Hopefully my thoughts have provided you with some ideas and that I have represented some of the 
concerns of the residents of Tonsley. 
 
 
Hi Danielle and Cat. Thankyou for community engagement tonight. I would have liked a bigger turn 
up, but was pretty good. Of course I was interacting with the canine species as a priority, yet got to 
share a few ideas vocally. Loved seeing other people's questions and input. I will fill in the online 
questionnaire, and also send you a summary of my observations, questions heard, and other input. 
Being there in person definitely clarified planning orientation. Thankyou to you and your team. Stay 
in touch. 
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Hello Danielle  
 
I know it is probably too late now and submission closed yesterday.  Unfortunately I thought my 
original email which I sent direct from the link from the website and I only checked today as I had 
heard nothing to find it still sitting in the outbox. 
 

 
Here is some feedback anyway. 
 
 
I am a community member in the Mitchell Park area and was unaware of the meeting that took 
place recently to discuss the upgrade of the above reserve. 
 
Can the following comments be taken into consideration :- 
 

 New playground including swing, slide, nature play (option for either carousel or 
trampoline) – positive for families and children in the area and also it has been moved in 
from the road, however positioning is located directly from a primary pathway, where 
pedestrians use to travel through to transportation routes, as well as local community 
members walking dogs and in most cases off lead.  Suggestion to move inwards westerly 
towards centralise area of park with a meandering path that good go from East to West out 
to Trowbridge Street .   

 Fitness & mindfulness walking loop – whilst wellbeing is a beneficial component of today’s 
society, I believe the green space – lawned areas, vegetation, trees, duck pond is sufficient 
to support wellbeing.  I support additional bench seatings around the reserve. 

 New shelter and picnic setting – unsure as to where this is positioned. 
 Kickabout space (option for either mini soccer goal or mini bocce court) – not sure on this. 
 Landscaping including biodiversity plantings and natural shade – welcome any increased 

plants to enhance biodiversity that support the environment, wellbeing, health, pollution 
and  thermal comfort.  

 Pathway connections – again welcome upgrade to pathways, however am opposed to 
removal of  meandering pathways through area adjacent to duck pond.  This experience 
supports wellbeing young and old.  As my son explained to me “as a youngster areas like 
this feel like a jungle, everything is so large, like you are in the amazon and a wonderful fun 
experience” Not to make one way in/out for wellbeing space.   Consider another path off  
the current meandering path for this purpose. 

 Pathways with specific routes – access to transportation routes from western side.   Some of 
pathways proposes do not flow and pedestrian will make own pathways on lawned space 
for this, in particular path that is near Kelly Grove, people do not want to go up to go 
across..  Current path exists on Emma close, does another path need to be introduced on 
reserve side and with the funds could this not be enhanced by trees, vegetation plantings to 
support biodiversity. 
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 Additional vegetation planting around base of existing trees, to support reduction of water 
usage, increase biodiversity.  

 Whilst I appreciate the history of the site, I personally am not interested in communal 
gardens.  I am concerned that these funds could be better spent.   

If you require any further information on the above points please contact me by return. 
 
 


