
RECOGNITION

Climate Risk Governance Assessment 2019
Marion Council was recognised in an Informed City™ assessment as having nation leading systems that  
consider climate change in its processes in Governance, policies, and plans.
In 2019, it was the only Council in Australia to include climate change in its publicly available  
Corporate Risk Register.  

Resilient Australia Award Winner 2019
The Resilient South group, including Marion, Holdfast Bay, Mitcham, and Onkaparinga councils was awarded for 
delivering a series of workshops on preparing for extreme weather with the Red Cross.

Plans and policies: 
We have embedded climate change in our environmental policies and plans.  

• Climate Change Policy (endorsed 2016)

• Climate Change Sector Agreement (signed by partner councils 2018)

• Coastal Climate Change Study (endorsed 2018)

• Coastal Climate Change Monitoring Plan (endorsed 2019)

• Landscape Irrigation Management Plan (endorsed 2013)

• Natural Landscapes Design and Maintenance Guideline (endorsed 2017)

• Remnant Native Vegetation Plan 2018-2023 (endorsed 2018)

• Resilient South Regional Climate Change Adaptation Plan (endorsed 2014)

• Resilient South Southern Region Local Government Implementation Plan (endorsed 2015)

• Tree Management Policy and Tree Management Framework (endorsed 2018)

INTRODUCTION
Marion Council is taking real action on climate change  
– and has done so for many years. 
We recognise that climate change is undoubtedly one of the biggest 
issues facing Australia.
Since 2014, your Council has proactively sought to reduce its 
impact on the environment by improving energy efficiency, planting 
thousands more trees a year, and introducing better recycling.
We are also helping to equip our residents with the skills to 
reduce their own carbon footprint and better protect  
the environment.
Our work has led Marion to being recognised as one of  Australia’s 
leading councils for the way it has embedded climate change in its 
decision-making process.
The flyer shows how we are thinking globally … but acting locally on 
the issues that matter to you.

REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS  
TO BENEFIT EVERYONE
Carbon emissions harm people and the environment, drive up temperatures, 
change weather patterns, and affect crop growth. Reducing greenhouse gas  
emissions locally is our contribution to a cleaner planet.  

Improving energy efficiency
Our actions have included: 
New street lights
• 8525 street lights replaced with energy-efficient LED globes
• Energy use to be cut by 75 per cent
• Carbon emissions to be cut by 16 tonnes per year
Solar panels
• 574 kw of solar power installed at 10 Council buildings, four sports clubs, five community facilities
• Begun investigating opportunities for ‘solar car parks’ at Council sites 
Upgrading facilities
• Installing energy-efficient lighting, improved air conditioning and appliances at 10 facilities
Council operations
• Carbon emissions from facilities, street lighting and vehicles cut by 24.6 percent in 2018/19  

compared to 2015/16

Cleaner transport 
Moving to alternative forms of transport reduces air pollution, reliance on petrol, and running costs. 
Our actions have included:

• Partnering with Charles Sturt and Port Adelaide Enfield councils to appoint a provider  
to install electric vehicle charging 

• Seven hybrid vehicles included so far in Council fleet
• Begun investigating opportunities for ‘solar car parks’ at Council sites
• Certified carbon offsets account for 100 percent of vehicle emissions from kerbside collection service 

February 2020 www.marion.sa.gov.au/environmentFebruary 2020www.marion.sa.gov.au/environment

PRINTED ON CARBON NEUTRAL PAPER



Making the most of water
The predictions for South Australia are for warmer, drier conditions. We must protect our  
water supply and find alternative sources for irrigation. 
Our actions have included:

Oaklands Wetlands
• Capturing, cleaning and storing up to 400 million litres of stormwater  

annually, enough to irrigate 35 local parks, and supply water to  
Tonsley Innovation District

Warriparinga Wetland
• Cleaning water in the Sturt River before releasing it to the Gulf
Glade Crescent Wetland
• Treating stormwater and irrigating a local sports oval when conditions permit

Educating our community 
Climate change is a global issue. Working together will multiply our resources,  
and make our response more effective.   
Our actions have included:

• Energy -  Pilot project to help businesses improve 
energy-efficiency delivered in Edwardstown in 2019 

• Sustainability  - 273 attendees at Common Thread 
community workshops in 2019

• Valuing Marion’s Nature - 646 attendees at events and 
activities in 2019 

• Recycling - 1852 attendees at workshops, presentations 
and tours 

• Recycle Right information delivered to 695 targeted households  
in 2018/19

Protecting our coast
Coastal areas globally are threatened by rising sea levels and erosion.  
Scientifically monitoring our coast will help us understand how best to protect it. 
Our actions have included:

Planning for the future
• Scientific studies commissioned to understand risks to coast
• Working with Coastal Protection Board to monitor condition  

of coast

Managing waste
Reducing, reusing and recycling lowers the amount of waste going to landfill,  
cuts the amount of harmful gases going into the air, and creates jobs. 
Our actions have included:

Reducing emissions
• 331 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions saved  

by using sustainable asphalt in 2018/19
• 1008 kitchen caddies to recycle food waste  

distributed in 2019
Hazardous waste collection
• 27 tonnes received from the community at a drop  

off day in 2018
Banning plastic
• No food or drink will be sold in single use plastics at  

Council-run events

COOLING, GREENING, STRENGTHENING  
Protecting open space, growing a greener city, and engaging our community  
will help us adapt to climate change.

Planting more trees
Planting trees and shrubs produces oxygen, cools our streets, creates habitat for wildlife, 
and improves the appearance of our suburbs. 
Our actions have included:

• 3000 street trees planted annually (increased from 1400 in 2018/19)
• 30,000 grasses and shrubs planted annually 
• 400 mature street trees planted annually
• 200 trees planted in reserves annually

Strengthening the region
Heatwaves reportedly kill more people than any other natural disaster.  Resilient South is a partnership between Marion, 
Holdfast Bay, Mitcham and Onkaparinga councils and the South Australian Government. Providing residents and 
businesses with the skills to prepare for and bounce back from extreme weather events makes the region stronger.
Our actions have included: 

Thermal mapping
• Infrared imagery captured in 2016 identified land surface temperature which 

is being used to identify vulnerable public areas and prioritise tree 
planting to cool our streets and suburbs  

Heatwave Hypothetical
• 250 community members discussed how to deal with extreme heat 

with emergency services and recovery agencies. 
Climate Ready Communities
• Partnering with the Red Cross to help people prepare for extreme 

weather at a series of workshops
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