
 

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Marion has embarked on a three-year program of painting stobie poles and utility boxes within 
the city. The murals project is expected to be delivered in stages working with SA Power Networks (SAPN), 
NBN, and Council for approvals and site access. This brief is seeking Expressions of Interest from visual 
artists interested in working with Council to deliver the first of a three-year program to enhance the 
nominated infrastructure, add creativity, colour and contribute to a sense of place through a range of small 
murals painted on stobie poles (both sides) and utility boxes. 
 
Submissions are encouraged from artists who have experience or would like to gain experience working in 
the public realm. This project is suitable for artists interested in obtaining experience working on smaller-
scale public art. 
 
2. PROJECT SITE AND THE ARTWORK 
 
The stobie poles are owned by SA Power Networks, and utility boxes by NBN and other identified owners. 
Approvals will be obtained by Council to install the proposed murals. The location and infrastructure to be 
painted will be confirmed at the Concept Design stage. 
 
For Stobie Pole Art at the City of Marion application and approval process please refer to: 
https://www.marion.sa.gov.au/things-to-do/art-in-public-places 
 
2.1 Concept for artwork 
Council is keen for artists to exercise artistic expression, innovation and freedom on the project, while 
referencing the specific aspirations for a public art input as articulated below. To inform concept designs 
artists are encouraged to research and explore the locality of each stobie pole and utility box to obtain an 
appreciation of the site. 
 
The public artwork themes may include but are not limited to: 

 local stories, identities, sense of place; 
 cultural heritage (recognising the past and present); 
 reflections of local environment. 

 
The final arts outcomes will: 

 provide a contemporary, original and innovative response to the site; 
 be site specific; 
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 be sensitive to the equity needs of people of various gender, sex, age, ethnic and traditional 
background and abilities; 

 appeal to diverse audiences while maintaining excellence in contemporary art practice; 
 comply with Council, SAPN, NBN and other guidelines as required. 

 
2.2 Practical Considerations: Maintenance, Materials and Fabrication 
Any physical aspects of the work will need to: 
• be made of durable, robust, high quality and low maintenance paints, appropriate to achieving the 

artists’ concept. Paint should be easily obtained if repairs are required; 
• be of relevant scale to the selected site; 
• shall be 2D and not higher than 2.0 metres from ground level (stobie pole murals); 
• be treated with a permanent non-sacrificial anti-graffiti coating; 
• be easily cleaned to remove dirt, general grime and graffiti; 
• be suitable in the public realm; 
• have a life span of minimum 5 years. 
 
The successful artists will be required, at handover, to provide a Maintenance Manual on the work and 
include a Schedule of Maintenance for the life of the work. 
 
2.3 Copyright 
The copyright for the artwork will remain at all times with the artist. The infrastructure upon which the 
paintings will be made are the property of SA Power Networks, NBN and other property owners. 
 
The artist warrants that the concepts and artwork is not copied wholly or substantially from any other 
party’s work or material, nor does it breach any third-party rights. 
 
The artist grants to the Commissioning Party, SAPN and the property owner the right to use the Work for 
organisational purposes such as, but not limited to documentation, marketing and promotion. 
 
In the event that the mural is planned to be decommissioned, Council will make reasonable attempt to 
contact the artist to notify them of the decision to paint over the work. SAPN and property owners may 
however without notification decommission the work at their discretion. 
 
 
3. BUDGET 
 
The total available budget per stobie pole (both sides) is $500 (exclusive of GST). 
The total budget per 10sqm utility box mural is $1,200 (exclusive of GST). 
 
Artists must nominate in their Expression of Interest if they would like to paint on stobie poles or utility 
boxes (or both) and minimum number they would accept if selected. All costs associated with delivery of 
the mural to include concept design and execution of the mural. Such costs may include but will not be 
limited to concept design development, site preparation, traffic management, clean-up and remediation, 
materials (cement boards if preference is not to paint directly onto the poles or surface of the poles is not 
appropriate), paints, brushes etc including non-sacrificial anti-graffiti coating), equipment and hire, artist 
fees (including project management, meetings etc) and travel, transport, insurances and certifications, 
installation of the mural, artist attribution. 
 
Details to be confirmed at the concept design stage of the project. 
 
 
4. COMMISSIONING PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
 
4.1 Stage 1 – Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
Artists are invited to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) in the project by 3pm 22 February 2021 (ACDT). 
No late submissions will be accepted. EOI’s are to be emailed to Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of 
Marion. 



 
EOI submissions must be submitted as one PDF document, maximum file size 10MB and include: 
• a cover letter indicating availability to deliver murals from February to June 2021; 
• one-page artist’s curriculum vitae (CV) including contact details of at least two referees that can 

speak directly to your previous relevant work; 
• up to 10 jpeg images of relevant previous work*: 

- written description of images indicating date work was created, materials, dimensions, location, 
indicative budget, commissioner and collaborative partners as relevant; 

• a copy of current Public Liability Insurance. 
 
* High quality images are an important part of the EOI and are essential for the Panel to best assess the 
submission. 
 
Please Note: Concept designs are not being called for at this stage. 
 
4.2 Expressions of Interest – Assessment Criteria 
The Project Reference Group will select those who most clearly demonstrate the following criteria in their 
submission to progress to the next stage: 
• artistic merit and innovation as evidenced in the visual material provided; 
• ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas; 
• previous relevant experience or willingness to gain experience in the public realm; 
• experience with appropriate paints to deliver on the required project outcome; 
• demonstrated ability to or willingness to work on permanent and durable work; 
• demonstrated ability or willingness to work on a project of this nature within timelines and budget; 
• knowledge of health and safety issues in the design and construction of public artworks; 
• current certificate of public liability insurance ($20 million). 
 
4.3 Stage 2 – Concept Design Development 
Artists may be engaged to develop a concept design proposal. The selected artists will be required to 
submit their proposals and indicative budget to the Project Reference Group. 
 
Concept Design Proposal timeline is variable and in negotiation with the Public Art and Placemaking Officer. 
 
4.4 Concept Design proposal 
The concept design proposal will comprise: 
• a statement of artist intent explaining the concept and artistic approach; 
• concept drawings and sketches as required showing the proposed artwork in-situ in order to convey 

the concept. This is to be presented in a professional and artistic manner; 
• reference to paint proposed; 
• project budget outlining all costs associated with project implementation, including artist’s fees, 

materials, installation and other associated costs; 
• details of any third parties or sub-contractors to be involved; 
• an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the proposal; 
• an indication of availability during the project timeline for implementation; 
• Safe Work Method Statement including traffic management; 
• an indication of other consultants (if any) to be used to bring the project to fruition. 
 
4.5 Concept Design Proposal – Assessment Criteria 
Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical expertise 
demonstrated in the proposed work. 
 
Consideration will be given to the: 
• originality of the concept. As a new commission, existing artworks will not be accepted as part of an 

artist’s concept design proposal; 
• artistic merit of the proposed concept; 
• ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief; 
• ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings; 



• aesthetic response to the site and brief; 
• conceptual response to the site and brief; 
• proposed budget; 
• proposed timeline; 
• consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes; 
• response to public safety and risk management; 
• proposed maintenance of the artwork (whole of life costs), robustness and durability. 
 
All work presented is to be of high professional and artistic quality that clearly conveys the design. 
 
Selected artists must be available to coordinate installation of the work once the relevant approvals have 
been given and within the specified timeline. 
 
4.6 Stage 4: Commissioning and Installation 
Following Concept Design Development, schedule of works and approval of safe work practices, the artist 
will install the work on site. 
 
It is a condition of this Commission that the successful artists and any sub-contractors will hold Public 
Liability Insurance to the value of $20 million, Workers Insurance coverage and if working within 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport land, other necessary requirements. The artist and any sub-
contractors may need to undergo an induction onto the site prior to any work undertaken. 
 
The artist must ensure the work is of high production standard and workmanship. Council staff, along with 
appropriate experts (as required) will undertake an inspection for any defects and concept compliance 
before handover. 
 
A Maintenance Manual and Maintenance Schedule must be provided by the artist as part of the handover 
of the artwork. 
 
4.7 Proposed Project Timeline 
23 February – 14 May 2021 
 
 
5. PROJECT MANAGEMENT (COMMISSIONER) 
 
The project will be managed by the Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion. 
 
5.1. Council’s Rights 
Council reserves the right to amend, vary, supplement, postpone or not proceed with this project. 
 
 
6. CONTACT 
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer 
City of Marion 
935 Marion Road, Mitchell Park SA 5043 
Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au 
Phone: 08 8375 6828 
 
Expressions of Interest to be submitted by email to Joyce Louey by 3pm (ACDT) on 22 February 2021 

mailto:joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au
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