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Artist Brief 
 

TEXTILE ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
CITY OF MARION 

 

Call for Expressions of Interest 
 
 
The City of Marion is seeking Expressions of Interest from experienced South Australian 
based textile artists for a residency to deliver a program of skills development workshops, 
engage with members of the community and guide the creation of concepts and making of a 
textile-based community public artwork for the redevelopment of the Mitchell Park Sports 
and Community Centre. 
 
Expressions of Interest will be open from 02 March 2020 and close 06 April 2020 at 5pm 
(ACST). 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
City of Marion (Council) is seeking to reinvigorate local health, social, education and 
business services by building a new high profile regional community and sports facility. The 
Mitchell Park Sports and Community Centre (MPSCC) will address shortages of 
neighbourhood centre space and indoor recreation facilities in southern Adelaide and be a 
hub for new community events. It links to the nearby innovation centre at Tonsley Park and 
Flinders University. 
 
The MPSCC will be a regional community and sports hub offering high quality facilities, 
multipurpose spaces as well as a broad range of programs, services and activities providing 
benefits to the region’s economy and community. 
 
The modern Centre will be built on the site of an ageing existing facility that can no longer 
meet the needs of the community. The Centre will house both the current sports facility and 
Mitchell Park Neighbourhood Centre at Bradley Grove, Mitchell Park. This project is to 
engage, connect and actively promote participation across residents, students and 
businesses within Mitchell Park and adjoining areas. The project not only brings people 
together to produce a public artwork, but also supports engaging families, children, young 
people, people with a disability, CALD and Aboriginal people to start to engage with the new 
Centre before completion of the redevelopment. 
 
1.1 Artist-in-Residence 
An opportunity exists for a textile artist with diverse skills to deliver workshops and create a 
textile-based community storytelling public artwork in the new Centre. Council seeks to 
engage a South Australian based textile artist to work in collaboration with the Writer-In-
Residence, Project Reference Group (PRG) and Neighbourhood Centre staff to enhance the 
identity of the building that reflects the local community and landscape. It is anticipated that 
delivery of the project will occur over a six month period with contact hours with the 
community based on approximately one day per week or equivalent hours across the week. 
The Textile-Artist-In-Residence will work at various locations within the City of Marion 
including Mitchell Park Neighbourhood Centre, Mitchell Park Sports Centre, Tonsley 
Innovation District, Education and other locations to be identified.  
 
Submissions are encouraged from artists who have experience working and engaging with a 
diverse community, are self-directed, and are willing to actively work alongside the project 
stakeholders. 
 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Commissioning Agent 
The City of Marion is a local government area located in the southern suburbs of Adelaide, 
South Australia. It is one of the state’s larger metropolitan councils covering an area of about 
55 km sq., and is located 10 km south of Adelaide stretching from the Glenelg tramline in 
Glandore to the coastal suburb of Hallett Cove. Its major industry is now retail, transforming 
from a post war fifty year manufacturing history (particularly car manufacturing) which saw the 
exit of Mitsubishi from their Tonsley site in 2008 which formed a significant component of the 
City of Marion’s workforce and economy. 
 
A new cohort of over 60 South Americans have moved into the Council area on a humanitarian 
visa and are proactively looking for opportunities to connect with their new community. 
 
The area features a diversity of housing, topography and cultures and has a significant 
industrial sector. Marion is home to the Living Kaurna Cultural Centre, the Marion Cultural 
Centre and Westfield Marion Shopping Centre. The City of Marion is a place characterised by 
diversity and change. Seven kilometres of rugged and beautiful coastline, hundreds of 
hectares of open space and bushland lie side by side with modern suburban development. 
Marion is looking at a future full of opportunity based on an economy which ranges from retail 
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and advanced manufacturing to clean tech industries, and a focus on learning, community 
participation and sustainability. 
 
2.2 Vision 
The City of Marion recognises public spaces are literal and imaginative realms where local 
cultures and identities can be expressed, allowing residents and visitors to explore and 
connect with a potentially multi-layered rich and dynamic sense of place. 
 
We envisage the textile artist will work closely with the community to develop concepts, and 
guide the community participants in the creation of the final textile-based artwork for the 
redevelopment of the Centre. The art element will be incorporated into the MPSCC 
redevelopment, in-line with Council’s Community Vision Towards 2040 (strategic 
commitment). 
 
The Marion Community Vision consists of six interconnected themes: creating a City that is 
Liveable; Prosperous; Valuing Nature; Innovative; Engaged and Connected. Each theme has 
a number of directions and strategies, affecting all of Council’s project intentions and 
processes. 
 
The key community outcomes Council seeks to effect in this project are linked to the Liveable 
theme and will be to:  
 

 celebrate our rich cultural diversity and heritage through artistic, cultural and community 
activities and vibrant destinations; 

 

 create more opportunities for residents to enjoy recreation and social interaction in our 
neighbourhood centres, libraries, sports facilities and other Council facilities. 

 
Further to Council’s Community Vision, the Neighbourhood Centres Team and Public Art and 
Placemaking Team works to ensure: 
 

 People are connected and actively participating 
Vulnerable people feel as though they belong in their community. They are enabled 
to access services; to meet others and develop relationships to reduce social 
isolation; to participate in community activities, education or pathways to 
employment. 

 

 People are healthy 
Access to services, opportunities and support systems contribute to vulnerable 
people’s capacity to improve their own, and their family’s physical, emotional and 
psychological wellbeing. 

 

 People are resilient 
Vulnerable people and families are enabled to adapt positively to challenges. 

 

 People are prosperous 
Vulnerable people and adolescents are enabled to define their own directions and 
develop the confidence and capacity to work towards improving their economic 
wellbeing. 

 

 People are creative 
Opportunities are provided for people to be stimulated into new ways of thinking and 
doing. 
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 People are culturally sustained 
Communities are able to uphold, affirm, renew and communicate cultural beliefs, 
customs, traditions and practices. 

 

 People are enriched 
Communities develop a sense of positive emotion, meaning, personal development 
and fulfilment and empowerment. 

 
2.3 Project Schedule 
Completion of the redevelopment is expected to be January 2022 ready for the launch of the 
Centre in March 2022. The timeline for the Textile Artist-In-Residence is scheduled to 
commence July 2020. The overall community storytelling project includes a Writer-In-
Residence (writer) and it is a requirement of the project for both artists to collaborate. The 
writer will help to uncover the themes and stories for the Textile Artist-in-Residence and other 
participants to explore and help inform the concept for the creation of a textile-based artwork. 
The scheduled timeline includes the following: 
 

 Expressions of Interest open   02 March 2020 

 Expressions of Interest close   06 April 2020 at 5pm (ACST) 

 Contract one (1) selected textile artist  May 2020 

 Residency period     July – December 2020 (equivalent to one 
day/week, total 24 days)  

 Collaborate with Writer-In-Residence  July 2020 

 Skills development workshops   July - September 2020 

 Concept development for public artwork  August 2020 
presented to Project Reference Group 
for approval to proceed to create artwork 

 Create textile-based public artwork  October – December 2020 
 with participants 

 Prepare public artwork for installation  December 2020 

 End of residency     End December 2020 
 
Council responsibility: 

 Storage of public artwork    December 2020 – December 2021 

 Public art installation    January 2022 
 
 
3. PROJECT SITE AND THE ARTWORK 
 
The location of the redevelopment is confirmed, however concept plans for the building are 
yet to be determined. The placement of the public artwork in the new Centre is still to be 
determined, however it is likely to be exhibited on a wall in the building foyer. 
 
3.1 Concept for artwork 
The approach for this component of the project is to engage a Textile Artist-In-Residence 
during the design phase to collaborate with the writer and work with community members to 
create the final artwork. The writer will develop creative themes and stories incorporating but 
not limited to local stories, natural environment, cultural heritage (past or present) for the textile 
artist and community to incorporate into the artwork that provides a striking public art element 
and makes a strong artistic statement. 
 
Council is keen for the textile artist to exercise artistic expression, innovation and freedom on 
the project, while referencing the specific aspirations for a final public artwork as articulated 
below. 
 
The guiding principles for this artwork strongly considers how the work engages with people, 
how ideas are translated, scale, opportunities for discovery and playfulness. 
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The results of the residency will contribute to the final arts outcomes that will:  

 bring local people together to connect, share and learn new skills; 

 start to foster a sense of community and connection to the new facility; 

 provide an abstracted interpretation of any of the guiding principles listed above and/or 
developed by the writer; 

 avoid visual/graphic interpretation of themes through direct imagery; 

 reflect themes of community, broader than the current sporting function of the site; 

 provide a contemporary, original and innovative response to the site; 

 be site specific; 

 create opportunities for connection, surprise and speculation, not only upon initial visit but 
after repeat visits; 

 appeal to diverse audiences (ages and cultures) while maintaining excellence in 
contemporary art practice; 

 improve the community and sporting centre experience by creating an engaging public 
space through the artwork; 

 enhance the vibrancy of the area. 
 
3.2 Practical Considerations: Maintenance, Materials and Fabrication 
Any physical aspects of the work will: 
 
• be made of durable, robust, high quality and low maintenance materials, appropriate 

to achieving the artist and communities concept; 
• be of relevant scale to the selected site and integrating with other project requirements; 
• consider the architectural form and colour palette and develop in collaboration with the 

Project Reference Group; 
• be easily cleaned to remove dirt, general grime; 
• comply with all relevant Australian Standards, building codes and codes of practice 

and avoid dangerous protrusions and sharp edges; 
• have a minimum life span of 15 years and; 
• consider minimal maintenance. 
 
The successful textile artist will be required to provide a draft maintenance manual and 
schedule as part of the concept design. 
 
3.3 Copyright 
 
The copyright for the community public artwork with be jointly owned by the community 
participants and textile artist. 
 
Note:  
The copyright for creative writing will remain at all times with the writer. The writer authorises 
full unlimited license, for whole or part use of the work without additional costs.  
 
The ownership of the work resulting from the residencies will transfer to Council on completion 
of the project. 
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4. BUDGET 
 
The Textile Artist-In-Residence will be paid a fee of $8,400. 
 
The fee will cover a total six month residency comprising: 

 attendance at relevant project meetings and collaboration with writer, 

 delivery of skills development workshops (at one day per week, a total of 12 days, (or 
equivalent to 84 hours), 

 concept development, adopting themes developed by writer, 

 delivery of fabrication workshops with community participants (at one day per week, a 
total of 12 days, (or equivalent to 84 hours), 

 any other elements required to complete the final artwork, 

 attendance at the project launch, 

 all costs associated with the residency including any travel, WorkCover, public liability, 
insurances, superannuation and artists’ fees. 

 
An additional materials budget of up to $4,600 will be covered by Council. The materials 
budget needs to cover skills development workshop costs, fabrication of the artwork and 
installation requirements, for instance any frameworks or supporting structures. The City of 
Marion may be able to assist with preparation of the site, building structural work and lighting 
in negotiation (if relevant) with the artist. To access the materials budget, the artist will be 
required to submit a budget approved by Council. Reimbursement for any materials purchased 
by the artist for the project will require tax receipts. The use of existing fabric materials from 
the neighbourhood centre user groups is available. Other mediums complementary to textiles 
is encouraged, such as printing and other inclusions.  
 
City of Marion will install the textile-based public artwork according to the artists’ instructions. 
 
Expressions of Interest will need to indicate the textile artists’ delivery intention and approach 
to the residency. 
 
An agreed staged payment schedule will be developed with the successful applicant. 
 
 
5. STAKEHOLDERS 
 
5.1. Council 
The City of Marion is contracting the textile artist. 
 
5.2. Project Stakeholders 
The target audience for the textile artist includes but is not limited to: 

 Mitchell Park Neighbourhood Centre user groups; 

 Mitchell Park Sports Centre user groups; 

 Tonsley Innovation District community; 

 Local community; 

 Education; 

 Others to be identified. 
 
The target audience for the textile-based artwork includes but is not limited to: 
 

 local community; 

 the wider community within the City of Marion and adjoining areas; 

 current and potential users and visitors of the Mitchell Park Sports and Community Centre; 

 residents within walking distance of project area, and;  

 community and sporting groups in the City of Marion and beyond. 
 
Other stakeholders in the project include but are not limited to City of Marion Elected Members 
and relevant staff. 
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6. CONTRACTING PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
 
6.1 Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
Textile artists are invited to submit Expressions of Interest (EOI).  
EOI in the project open on 02/03/2020, and will close 5pm (ACST) 06/04/2020. No late 
submissions will be accepted. 
 
EOI’s are to be emailed to Council’s nominated contact person in Section 8. 
 
Please note: To ensure equity of information, all enquiries regarding the EOI process shall be 
directed to Council’s nominated contact person. 
 
EOI submissions will be assessed based on the following criteria, and must be submitted as 
one PDF document, with a maximum file size not exceeding 10MB and include: 
 

 a cover letter indicating commitment to the residency, an indication of textile artists’ 
delivery intention and approach to the residency and reaching milestones as indicated in 
2.3 Project Schedule and availability to meet the project timeframes; 

 a written response to the Artist Brief; 

 textile artist’s curriculum vitae (CV) of no more than 2 pages, that includes skills and artistic 
mediums relevant to this project; 

 names and contact details of three professional referees; 

 up to 10 images of examples of relevant previous work (including work you have created 
working with the community). Please include a written description of the context for the 
work, year it was created, commissioner and budget; 

 current insurance and relevant certificates/qualification details, and; 

 any other information or support material which complements the submission. 
 
Examples of textile artists’ work, are an important part of the EOI, and are essential for the 
Project Reference Group to best assess the submission. 
 
6.2 Concept design proposal 
The concept design proposal will comprise: 
 

 a written concept paper explaining the concept and artistic approach; 

 drawings, sketches, digital representation and elevations or maquette as necessary to 
fully convey the concept. This work is to be presented in a professional and artistic 
manner; 

 a notional floor or wall plan showing the location of the proposed artwork; 

 reference to materiality proposed and construction techniques; 

 a detailed budget for the creation of the public artwork; 

 an indication of any known ongoing maintenance requirements associated with the 
proposal; 

 concept papers and other relevant support material should be provided to the Project 
Reference Group prior to the creation of the artwork for Council approval. 

 
The textile artist must be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within the available budget 
and timeframes. 
 
6.3 Concept design proposal assessment criteria 
Assessment of the concept design proposal will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and 
technical expertise demonstrated in the proposed work. 
 
Consideration will be given to the: 
 

 originality (as a new commission, existing artworks will not be accepted as part of an 
 artist’s concept design proposal); 

 artistic merit of the proposed concept; 
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 ways in which the concept meets the requirements of the Artist Brief and inclusion of 
the writers’ themes; 

 ability of the artwork to communicate its concept and underpinnings; 

 aesthetic response to the site and brief; 

 conceptual response to site and brief; 

 proposed budget for the creation of the public artwork; 

 proposed timeline in consideration of 6.5; 

 consideration of sustainable environmental outcomes; 

 consideration of public safety and risk management; 

 maintenance issues (whole of life costs), robustness and durability. 
 

All work presented is to be of a high professional standard and artistic quality that clearly 
conveys the design. 
 
6.4 Commissioning, Fabrication and Installation 
Following the Concept Design hold point and approval, the textile artist will work with the 
community to fabricate the public artwork. The artist will subsequently work with the Project 
Reference Group to provide written instruction for the installation of the work on site. 
 
The artist must work with the Project Reference Group to ensure the work is of high 
production standard. Council staff, along with appropriate experts (as required) will 
undertake an inspection for any defects before handover. 
 
The artist must provide a final Maintenance Manual and Maintenance Schedule as part of 
the handover of the artwork. 
 
6.5 Contracting Process Overview 
 

Date  Action 

02 March 2020 Expressions of Interest open 

06 April 2020 Expression of Interest close 

May 2020 Contract one textile artist for residency 

July - September 2020  The textile artist will collaborate with the writer during July 
2020. Textile Artist-In-Residence period for skills 
development workshops; concept development for public 
artwork. 

31 August 2020 Concept presentation to Project Reference Group. Textile 
artist to follow up with the writer to confirm final concept for 
artwork. 

Hold Point for concept approval 

October - December 2020 Create textile-based public artwork with participants; 
prepare public artwork for installation 

End of December 2020 End of residency 

 
 
7. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 
Roles and responsibilities for this project are outlined in the following: 
 
7.1 City of Marion 

 City of Marion will manage the project through the Project Reference Group 

 Council will contract one (1) Textile Artist-In-Residence 

 Council will reimburse the artist (tax receipts supplied) for funds spent on materials for the 
project (subject to the materials budget approved by Council) 
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7.2 Project Reference Group 
Will comprise a blend of: 

 Public Art and Placemaking Officer, City of Marion; 

 Unit Manager - Community Cultural Development, City of Marion; 

 Registered Architect Strategic Projects, City of Marion; 

 Representative/s from Mitchell Park Neighbourhood Centre, City of Marion (as required); 

 Representative/s from Vibrant Communities team, City of Marion (as required) 

 Other staff representatives (as required). 
 
7.3 Role of the Project Reference Group 
The Project Reference Group is responsible for the development of the project as follows: 

 selection of one (1) Textile Artist-In-Residence; 

 assessment of the concept for the public artwork; 

 liaise with the textile artist (and writer) throughout the project. 
 
7.4 The textile artist  
The textile artist will be required to collaborate with the Writer-in-Residence, with the Project 
Reference Group, residents and community members to develop the stories and themes for 
development of public art concepts so it meets the objectives of the project (as per 3.1). 
 
Collaboration for this project will comprise of the: 

 textile artist and writer working together and meeting in July to discuss the themes (created 
by the writer’s research and collaboration with the community) 

 textile artist to confirm with the writer that the conceptual themes are incorporated into the 
final concept design (created by the textile artist and community) 

 textile artist working with the community to fabricate the artwork 

 textile artist to finalise completion of the artwork ready to be stored for future installation; 

 textile artist working with the Project Reference Group to determine appropriate installation 
of the artwork at the site. 
 

 
 
8. CONTACT 
 
Joyce Louey 
Public Art and Placemaking Officer 
City of Marion 
Email: joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au  
Phone: 08 8375 6828 
 
Expressions of Interest are to be submitted by email to Joyce Louey by 5pm (ACST) on 06 
April 2020 
 
 
CHECKLIST- EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 

Indication of textile artists’ delivery intention and approach to residency; 
 
 

Expression of Interest submission addresses textile artists’ acceptance to create work 
that covers all of 3.1 Concept for Artwork; 

 
 
  Expression of Interest submission addresses all 6.1 criteria. 
 
 
  Expression of Interest submission is one PDF document with maximum file size 10MB 

mailto:joyce.louey@marion.sa.gov.au

